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\V’k are Inclined to think Unt we ahaU'beit 
our reader^ S', inatead of misotd^ 
attempt to gire^ in « waj aeccMn^ haa^ 
own view of the Kfe and charactw of Mr. Baatfitt Ooin 
towards ium ia not exactly that*of the 
impeached him in 1787; neither ia it ^t of the fiMrt 
mono which n|eOTared end atood up to recdTe him ib 
hnd great q||£tiea, end he render^ great aaraieei ib 
Bat to reproeeat him aa a man ^ ataintem virtab ii^ 
ridkalona; and from regard ^ hie memm^, if 
feeling, his Iriebda would hare do’ie wdl to kid im 
to aud) adala^iea. We beliere tha^ if be weie ttij^ 
would havo anftcient jodgmeib and aaffloieit pe^lkeim 'OF' 
to wUh to be ahown as be waa. ile muat beee jtafnim <htt 
were darkapota on hia Aune. He might elao.heire Mk.>i|^«'apde 
that the aploodour of hia iaiiieVoi^ bev mis/apelm ^^'tt&raidd 
has’e wishif posterity to hare a likeseea <tfhi^dim#aa 
un'bvoiuabi Ueneas, rather than a daah at once iniUM and 
unhdtnro], rtoembliDg neither him irar'a^ 
me as I un,” Mid OUrer CromWeB, wlulS 'rit|ittg 
" If you Ittre out the sjan and wxinUas, I -wfl 
•hilfiDg.” Even ia aeoh a trifle the great Pratoekr aliMrcd 
ilia good aenae and hii megnanimUy. Be ^ adC widt 
ria cliaraeteristlo l|l hit eonofanmiee to be loeti in 
ittcmpt to give him the r^giflar featares and amooth 
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of ^ eorl'pated n&iiuns of Jamet tlio Pint He'wai 
eimteut thatidii fue« fliould gnfortb marked wit]i all the blemube9 
#&icli had.beeD pot on it h; tiifie, bj war, bj sleepless iiigbt^ by 
eexiety, perhaps by remonc $ but with valour, policy, authority, 
' and peUie core a^tten in all its prioculy lines. If men truly 
great katiw thmr own ioterest; it is thus that they would wish 
their minds te be portrayed. 

TV'arren HMCnya sprang from on .'tncient and illostrioup jiioe. 
li hat beea eflvued that his pedigree can be traced bock i'< ibe 

whoi^ts i&iU wero loDg the terror ul huth 
Matte of the Britieb CbuDoel, and who, a<><ir many und 

^Mbtfnl itrugglae, yielded at la^tto the valour and ;;cuiu>'« * Alfred. 
Bot ibe nbdoubted splendour of the line of Hafiring^ ijredii no 
iltnatMtion from fable. One bnneh of tliat line in the 

teioTtetsA eentory, the corooft of Teinbroke. Fron^ another 
tRMch ifMDg (he fMOWited Chnmberluini the faithful r.dhereot 
of the Wiite iloee, whoee fate liaa furnished so striking a theme 
bMh to poeii nnd to hiitorians* His family n^civi d from tbe 
l?edoiB tbe eerldam of Huntingdon. whicli» aft4*r long dif^posiesaion, 

iu oar turn by a 8dri*:s of events soaively paralleled 



^^Jefdi of manor of Ua}lesrord, in VVorraatershfre, 
rlalieTKi to be considered as the beads uf ibis dUntiguisbed family* 
Xhemmn stock, indeod, proepered kss than $om< uf ihe yoonger 
•boots. Bat tbe Daylesford fmnily, Ibougb ui.: cnirobied, was 
wetf^aad highly considiiw^ till, tLltoai two bui'dred years ago^ 
^vad orerwbdmod by tbe ^cat rutt! of tiie nvll war. The 
ftvtiags of that time wat u se^mis cavalier. He raised moniy on 
m hyids-'sent Ins pLt i to the mint at Oxford, joined the royal 
and, jading half his property i < tlic cause of King 
jBhnrlei^ was glad to raesum faimscif by makin;* over most of the 
Mtaaaiidttg hsli* to Spoa)."r Lcn^al. The old aeut at DayUnford 
M^'feomined in tlte family; but it ixiidfl no longer be kept np; and 
following generation it was sold to a merebaot of LonSoPs 
('^|[eAn this transfer tnok place, tbe last Hastings of Dayle^brd 
had |rMMted his SMond sou to the rectory of the parish in whieh 
the ancient nsidenee of tbe family stood. Ibe living was of Blite 
;nel(iaf and tbe mtaation of tbe poor nlergyman, after tha sole of 
An eilateg was deplorable. He was oonstauily engaged in lawimts 
ahMt Ills tubes with the new lord of the manor, and was at leagUi 



aUeri^ roiML Hh n&»«t iob, 

aiK^ obtamfll splMie ia tliaCMtoiA^ Tki wmi! niiii.|^iiiw.jiii, 

•n kttt wwfhleM bqx, balore b« mi tbH i Wi , k«( fits 

in two Tstrs, sad disd in tfab Wnst ladioa, 1soivii% «s ibo'oaro of 
ins anfortamte flrther a Kttte orphan, dsstiai* «• Hfsiigr sad 



memorable riciisitodM of fbrtaos. 

Wsn^n, the son of Pjnsstos, wss bom on iba; ntA of Slih 
comber, 17^. His SMttber died s few dsTS Isterj sod be wsa lafb 

dependent on his distreSMd gnndfsthfr. ’ThodiUimess^ 
to the Tillage ached, wheca be iestned Ua laMiWi cm dm 
bench with the sons of the peaaaatry; nor 
garb or faro indicate that bU life was to tah|b''ll 
course from that ef the yoong Tootka with 
played. Ihit no elood coold orercaat tha 
and so raurh tunliiUon. The very plooghaafr^ 
remembcied, bow kiadiy UtUe Warraa tooh tbj'hb beok«; 
doily eight of the lands wbioh bis aBt!eftaBW--bmi 
wiiich had posted into the bands of stTiagei% MM bia 
br|ni with wild fancies and prcjeeta. He loasd to bear a 
the wealth tod greatness of his prog^iiteca^ of thstr 
bowclu'cping, tltexr h^Uy, sitd their vaMc. On one mm 
sammcr day, the boy, tbea just seven yeors oU, Htj on 
of die rivulet wbidi flows through the u:d domain of hie;d|Nim in' 
join the 'iliere, as threescore and ten yeses laUnrJjMBtliim' 
tale, rose iti his mind a aebeme whkb, tfainagh lA 
eventful career, ms never abandon^ Mo-'WMM, KdMm'ilaL 
estate which hbd belonged m his ^tbsca. Ha vsbil fee Ib^albgiS; 
of Paylesford. Ifeia purpose, Ibrmed w infinigy ashbpawM^i.gEeb 
stronger ns hia bitelleet (‘.tpaoded and an bia fgmaiN Jbrib Ha 
{lursued hii plan with that calm but MaabaUa 
whi<-h was vbemosi strlkiag pacoliori^ of iria chmiMlBm'L ,fVftiy 
under a tropical sun, ho ruled fifty aiilfeaavaf AabitM 
amidst aU the cares of war, finance, and la^riatSdb pHHM to 
Daylesford. And when bis long public Bfi^ ao slMMsilj stuqniirfd 
with good and evil, with glory and o b loq ^ , bmpM c l ss a d 
fijT ever, it was to D^Je-ford that he aaliM Sodisi >» 

When lisvaseig^ ye«a (dd, Idc ,inAe ll eis a s A da tB i rtiih ii fi # 
take obasgs flf feini, and to give him a KhersimibMAnm .1ba bfl|i 
nwM np mliondoi^ and wu aant to naolwot«bjM4diMb'iMm 
bo was woB taught bohlU fed, MsHawyaatliiitoMAMif^^^ 
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the hard alldiettntffiHr^oi’&iiMDiiBgrj. At*teD 
he wan reiMfed to Wcstmiiufer achoe), tbea HenTMlua^ tmder the 
oare pf Dr. HkhoU. Viaa/ Boumo, m hia papUa affectloBatelj 
^lUA Iiiin, waa oae of the maaten. Cbnrel^, Colman, Lk^d, 
Camberiasdi Gowpcr, were amoag the atodrats. With CowpeTf 
Haathlga ftrawd a fneadahip which neither the Upae of liiae, nor 
a wi4i) (Uasinukrit; of t^inioaa and patauita, could wboliy (liaaoWe. 
. li dow appear that they erer met after they had grown to 
manhood. But farQr yearn later, when tho vmeca of many great 
^/Mtm wwe er>*ing. (or Tengeam's on the oppreaaor o( Indi;i, the 
‘^alijaiid aechtdfd poet could image to bimaelf Haaiings the Go* 
vtfnor«6en<rat only aa tho ITaating'? with whom lie hud r(>wcd on 
. the Thames and played in the eloisicr, and rofoied to bi li<‘vc that 
' ao.lBuo^'tetapered a fellow could haTc done any thing r«-ry wrong. 
}Ca own life had been spent in pniying, muaiog, aud rhyming 
among the wat< i*liUea of the Onae. lie had preserred in no com* 
mon m eai tu e th- innocentre of childhoitd. Hiaapirir hud indeed 
been severely tri- hut not by tcniptationa which un}iclied him to 
any groat violetii n of the rules of eociul morality. He had never 
been attt^dced b) •- mibiaationa of powerful and dea<l!y enemies. 
He had B^er b’^.n compelled to muko a choice bclwi.'en inno* 
ccni-e sad greaiii‘-''‘. between crime and min. Firmly as he hrid 
. in thiu:'^ the du'i;tne of bonitn depravity, hit habits were such 
that he "-as anabl;' to conceive buw fur from the puth of right 
even kind and noble natttret may be hurried by the rage of con* 
diet and the luat of dmoinkm. 

Hastloga had another aatociata at Westminster of whom we 
■hall bare occasion to make frequent meniiun, Elijah Impey. r We 
know Uttle about thtdr school days. But, wc think, we may safely 
Tettjtnre to guess tliat, whenever Hastings wished to play any trick 
mow than usually naugbQr, be hired Ini))C} with a tart or a hall 
to aet as fag in the worst part of the pi anlu. 

Warren was dtstinguiahed among his comrades at an excellent 
•vinmwT, boatman, tii sebobr. At fourteen he was first in the 
eammioation fur the foundation. His name in gilded letters on the 
walls of the donnitory etUi Itterts his victocy over many older com* 
petitors. Me stayed two ypMt longer at the school, and waa lodttng 
forward to a stodeotshipaf Christ Church, when an event fa^ipeMd 
whirii changed the wh^ coune of lus life. Howard Ifastinga 
oied, bcqu^iing 1 s BSg)|>cw to the care of a friend and distant 
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ruUtion, nmcd Chiswick. This g.enflisizuu, though h^ cHi2 not 
absolutelj refuse the charge wm desirous to rid iunsrijj^o^ it as 
soon as passible. Dr. Kichols intdu strong remonstranoor agiiost 
the cmel^ of interrupting the stpdies a jouth 
likely to he one of tlie first scholars of the sga. Be em 
to thu expense of seuding his favoorile pvpfl (o Oxford. Sst 
Mr. Chiswlvk was inflexible, lie thought the years wliioh iiad 
already been wasted <m hexameters and peotameters ^apt'' sufteienL 
(I<i hiul it ill his power to obtaia for the lad Masitershtp in the 
scn‘}''e of the Dust India Company. HlvApriiifa yoat^ adten- 
tun-r, u lien once shipped off, made a gr diad of a {jsar 

oompioint, he eqiiuUy ecased to tm « harden to any body. IVmtbq 
was ueoordingly removed from Westmiustor atdioul, aaid placed for 
a few luontlis at a eeianetcial aradomy, to study srithaeSip aad 
book'Leeping. In Jaiui.nry 1750, a few days after he had/COSS* 
pl(!t(»l his seventeenth year, he sailed for Bengal, and arrini ad 
Ills desiiiiation in the October following.. 

ife n us iunKuIintciy placed ut a da-’k in the Seeretary'a^glk*' 
nt Calcutta, and laboured there during two ysara. Fort. wnii^. 
wuf then pvmly a connuerctal^frtUement. In the ipiyh of 
tbo cn«T**6i'rhin^ ps/ncy of Du)>iciK bad traoifarspoil^tbe torraiitaNBf 
the Knpliah ifOtRiian;, awnit tbeir wil], ifito diplomat^ a»t 
generals, 'flu.* wixr uf tlia snceeaAm ms raging in 
and the tide h;iil b^en suddonJy tened ftgaiMt lihe TstmA hy ^ho 
ot* yoiuig Kobart Clive. Uut in liet^l Ibe EofOpeaii 
K^’itlers At with tbe natireA aud with eaefaother^ were'whollj 
occapit^ with iadgiTA and bilU of hJing. 

Atitr two ^‘tiTA pasAed in keeping accounti it Caleutto^ HiAdagAi 
a':tA Acnt up *l\e country to CoAbinibaaVp a town which on the; 

iif>out a mile frum Mu'^rahedabac^ and wUik then bof^*; 
Ui ooreiH lubad a relationy ^ wc may compare aouU thinga wjtl^ 
gn at, Audi i{$ tbe city of Lonoon i>eaiA to WcAnniiiAtersi Uooi^Iie- 
dubad was the Abode of the prince wluv hy an authority ostenail ty 
derivecTfron tbe Mogul, but really mdependeat» ruled the thrns 
great provinecA of Bengal, OriASt, andsBabars At ihiorefaeJabad 
were tbe court, tbe harom, and tbe public offices. Cusaimbtiar 
was B port and a p)aM oi* trade, renowned Sir tbe quantity and 
entllence of tbe which were sold lu it^mortA, and eovBMly 
receiving and sondlAg forth fleett of ridil^ ^en barg«A» At 
this important pointi the Company bad esCiddiAbed a smaP 

* 4 ' 
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lQV$j|abo-&ialK to that of Fort VTilUam* Ilerc^ doling Mmd 
jeuaii waa onplojed ia mukii^ bargains for atoifb with 

natiftbnikA While he was tbns eDgaged» Snrajah Duwlab 6uc« 
ceeded to the yotenuiietlti tsd declared war against the Eoglistu 
The dtfhnoeliM ■ettleoeBt of Comimhasar, lying close, to the 
tyrant was iaalaatly aeised. Hastings was eent e pri* 

sonar to MoorAedabad, bat, in consequence of the humane inter* 
veatioB ttemfita of the Dutch Company, was trcat^nl with 

iadtilfanee, Meaotrhile the Nabob marched on Calcutta ^ the 
goretnor and ^ commandant fled; the town and citadel were 
and moat of the English [prisoners perished in the Black 

Hole. 

' h tfieae ^ent« ongfoatad the griiatness of Warren TTastings* 
The Argitiea gor. rnor and his eomj>sni'^nshAd taken niugc on tha 
dreary islet of Fulda, near the momii of the Hoogley. 'J'lioy were 
natemUy damrov^ to obtain full information respecting the pro* 
ci*eding8 of the X J>ob; and no person 5eame(l ro lik' ly to fumisli 
it as Haalinga, ^/ho wma a pn^n^r at Jg^gc in tli'* inimediatc 
neighboariiaad of tlio court. He thus became :i diplimntic agent, 
and sotm aatablisled a high character for ahilily uirl ixtanfution. 
The treason which a; a lato periorl was fhial to Sursiyili Dowlali 
was already in pre^ss; and Hastings was arlmittcd to the deli* 
bentioii5 of tha coospiratora. But the time f</r striKtiig had not 
arrived. It wua necessaij to postpone the exccurv^u of the dc- 
ifign; Hastings, who was non in extreme perih tied to Fuklfu 

Sooi% aft'^r his arrive at Fuhin. th«> expf^itiou tn)m Madras, 
commanded by Clive, appeared in the Th »gley. \V:;rren| young, 
inljapid, and excited {M'obahly by the cx^tiuple of ih^* Commander 
of the Forces who, having tikf: himsidf hvt r. n ine«‘cantilo agent of 
Ihe Company, liad been turned by public i'.i^':Tnities into a y^ldicr, 
d e ter m ined to serve in tlie ranks, l^arirtg .iie early opemtions 
of the war he carried a musket But the quick oyc of CKve 
•MU perceived that the bead oi the young vohnitciT would be 
iMTe uaeAil than his arm. When, after tlie iynttUi of l^haa^, 
Msv Jaffier was proctaiaed Nabob of Hei^al, Hnstings was ap* 
pointed to reside iit t!’a conr^ of the new prince ns agent for the 
Cottpny. r 

He remaioed ut Moorshodabad till the year 1T61, wboi ha be* 
aame a member of ( oaneik anil was consequently forced to reatde 
at^Ca1ciitta» Ibis was during the iaterral betivcen CUveb int 
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und ncood admioistration, «i intorval which haa left file 
fame of the East India Cumpanj^ a staiti, not wholly efluad 
many yeus of juat and honaoe goTerap^nt Mr. VaoaittKt, 
the GoTcrnor, waa at the he^ af a new and anofndaaa em¬ 
pire. On one aide waa a hand of Engliah ftmetionariet daring*' 
inteUigent, eager to be rielb On the ofiier aide waa a gred: 
natire population* helpleaa, timid, aceuatoned to eroneh wader j 
oppreaaion. To keep the atronger raee from pr^dg on the 
weaker, waa an undtftaking whieh taaked to the ntmoat the talenta 
and energy of Clire. Yanaittart; with fair' hitentiona, waa a 
feebU and iueificient* mkr. The master caste, as wuf urtnril* 
broke looa; from all restraint •, and tiien was aeao what we briieva 
to be Uir most frightful of aH apeeteclc^. ihe atrength ririBaW i on' 
without iN rncrey. To all ot^ de.<>p>ii«m tiisre k a ched^ im¬ 
perfect indeed, and liable to grow abup>.. but atiQ aaScient to)>re- 
serre <K>ci-'tyrroni the last extreme of iriv ry. Atime o otne a tihea 
the e\il« ot :«ubnil6sion ure ohvioutiy cr;-nter than tiioae of naiat- 
ance, hra tear itmlf bt-geta a aort of <• mrage, iriiaa a conriilaira. 
burst ' popular mge and deejMir wsr . tyraota not to piteume 
to« far or. the patioucr of mankind. Ini against mugomnaieiit 
such ns tlien .afflictid liengal it was h-^Msaible to atm^lek Hm 
^ upe^i^^ intoUigcnce and mergy of t'l- dominant claas nii^tkrir 
(wwer irreaistiblr. A war of Be'galeea. against 
woS' liko n war of ebeep apuMt of nu^n 

The only proteedon wluck the cor ^uerad oo^ ttt Wif in fibo 
modcnitioDi tlic c]c7aency« the caV.i^ed p(d»cy of 
Thft prot<3ction« at a later perM, ibex ^ ’Eng* 

lieh po\kK9r ceme amon^ them anarcoapMied by mirelitx* 

The9Q was an interval between the tim at whieb tb^ beenm:) 
oiir fu)>j«*cti^ and the time at which we htgvtt to reflect that 
we were bound to discharge towixda tten ditiye of rulers. 
During that interval the business of a aeiviM of the Ompany 
waa simply to wring oot of die natiree a bndred or tiro htuulred 
thoaaand ponads as speedily as possible, that be aighl retm hciae 
before hii cosstitntion had 3ufi<wed fr*ta the he a ^ tt> wmy apeer^t 
daughter, to boy rotten boroughs in i VtmwaU, Md to teiOeitt 

St JaaM’e Square. Of the ronducr Haatingf at this time 
little is known; but tbo hftle that is kni'^wn, and the cirpsinstmtee 
that little ti known, moat be considenjd as honovnUe tahxau He 
eoold Mt protect tbe nalires: all that be foaU de waa Ce abetmii 
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1^^)liindetiBg Kod ppprMuqg tii4^in ; •&(! tliU h* ji^wrt t6 hcire 
dme. It i»«6rtRin that at thia timi*. he eontihood {Kwrt ud H it 
eqoattjr eMtein that hy rroeltj and diabooee^ he night ea^j 
bare beeoiM rich. It is certiwn that he iru oerer charged with 
harbg botae a share in the woirt abuses which then piesailed | 
and it la iteisat eqnallj certain that, if he had heme a share in 
thoee abwi^ the able ^ bi tier enemiee who afterwards persecuted 
Un woalteot )i:iTe failed to diaeorer and tn prodain his guilt. 
Tim heat^ aeven. and even malevolent acrvtia/to which his whole 
pabfto life was !:iil>'ected, a scrutiny uiipanBdied, as wc li<‘licve, in 
tba history of u tnkiiid, is in otfe respect advaatageous to his re- 
potation. It bn.vi^ht many lamentable blcmitbei to Hpl t ■, but it 
' en^Ues hlm'to Ik- coneidered pure Irotn eray blemisli t^llich baa 
not bean thought to light. 

TIio troth is that Uie temptiUious to wfaidi so story Rnglish 
i.funetionsries yielded in the.time of hir. Tanrittart wet'- not tempt¬ 
ations addressed tn the ruling passions of Wuren lia'iings. He 
was not aqnenniUh in pecuniary transsetions; but he was neither 
sordid not rapacioua. He was far too eaiigfateued a nm:) to kok 
« great fropire m-rely os a b^^neer would look ou a galltiMii. 
Ppid his heart .been niucb woree^nn*it was, bis u:i.<i-i>tirDinfig 
fwnuldhhve preserveil liimfromlbat eattsemityof hu»-nets. He 
\ was nn unlMTupnlous, perhgpa-M npnnciph d, statesmiiii; but idll 
(^he was a statesman, T\aii not« fiaebwter. 

I In 17&4 Hutnifi ri-tumed to Englnud. He had realised only 
a very moderate fertant-; end that mrtderate fortune was soon 
re&ieed to tiothing, partly by his prai.-.ewurthy libeiality, and 
partly ty his minaanagement. Towards liis relaticms be appears 
to have acted very generously. The greater part of Lis savings 
he left in Bengal, bopiog probably to obtain the liigb usury of 
India But high usury and bad security generally go together; 
and Hastings lost both interest and pr'ocipaL 
Be remained four yeara la Engl^. Of his life -at tJus time 
wej little le known. Bat H has Jmas aaoerted, and ia 'highly 
probMde, Aat lB>eral -samfeas and the society of men letters 
oeofied a great psrt of hii time. It ie to be remembered to 
homar that, in day' when tlm languages of the East were regarded 
by other servants • i the Company merely n tla- meani pf com- 
m^iidctting with w. tvera and iDeoey.diangers^ his enlargad and 
BOepmpliabad salad ^u^ In ikiUtic learning for new fenai «C I 
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intefieetoal w ^ cynw h ^ mi for mw view* «f fo^raj 
society. PMlMpi,l{kenostpersoMwbolt»r«paidaiadi4iMitttk>B: 
to depMtaeati of kootrtedge vliidi Ue of tbo 
he wu indlaed to ovcmte tbe vo)m of ki^iherafite 
concetTod tluk Ike caldTatioa of l^oretea Htindire 
edvant^ be iMde * iMft of the Uberel edoeatiM^ a& 
geodeaeni ead lie drew op • {dan with diet ▼ioir* Itif< 
the Uidvenity of Oiibnl, b which Ortenud Imning hf4 miiw$ 
deee the reriral of leMv% been wholly neglected wu to ho the 
■eat of the inedtatioa which be conteoplate^: Ab endoiniMM 
wu expected ftoa the nnaifteenee of the Coupeny: and pwdptr 
•on thoroughly conpetent to interpret ilafla end forduii wore It 
be enga^red in the jEact. Hudnga called aw JohMOj^ with ^ 
hope, 08 it tboald seem, of intmating is thU joapolt 0 man who 
etyoyed the bigheMt literary nputatiun, and who wu partienhi^ 
connected with Oxford. The interriew appeal* to hare Mb on 
Johason's mind a most faroarablc impreaaion of the takntOyind 
attainiuentx of Iiis visiter. I<ong aftiT, when Hastings wu nfiog 
the imim-Mse |K>pii]ation of British India, die old pbikwt^her wrote 
to him, and referred in the niQst courtly t^ma, thoogh with jpeat 
dignity, tu their short but agreeable utrcrconne. 

llutings soon began to look aca>n towards India, had 
little to uttoch him to England; and bis puuoiary ambanraM- 
mentt were great. He soiieitad his old masters the Direstors for 
empioymenc They acceded to Iiis request* wkh high oswipHnicuta 
both to fats abUides and to his iniegrity, and s|p da t e d * him a 
Member of Conncil at Msdraa It would be uajast net to tOention 
tlial^ dmugh forced to bwrow money for his outi^ he did not 
withdraw any pordoo of the sum which he had a^ropriated to 
the relief of bis distressed relstims. fa the spring ti 1769 he 
cmbaiked os board of the Duke of Graiton, and osmaeocei a 
voyage disdngnidied by iocideuts which uii^t fundab matter for 
a novd. 


Amdhg the paawogere in the Duke of 'Qcafton wu a Geman 
of dw naue of Iniholf. Ha called buaadf a Baron t but ha wu 
in distresaed circnmstaneir. and wu going out to Madru u a 
portmit-painter, in the hope of picking vp aanBe of tho pagodaa 
which were the* bgbdy got and u lightly epaot ty die En^h 
in India. I'be Bai^ was aceo^usied by 1^ wiftk a nadve, wo' 
have eonewbere rew^ of Arehugel. This ynong woman who* 
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tbe Arctic cim^ wufs dcttifiMi to pUy tbc part*of a 
<|Meo viidor tha tropic of Cancer^ Lad an ogrectUe person, a 
cdtirated mnid, and nMfimrs in tbe bigbsst d^ree eogogiog. 
8bf despised her ho&lwid faearttiv, sad, aa tbe story vbioh we 
haee to tell suibeienily proTea> mti witliout rcasoD. She wii 
interested tbe conTorsition mkI iktterud bj the atidbiions of 
Hastings. Tho i^itoataon was indeed penlODS. No pUee is so 
prD{dtioo% to th^' formation either of close fnendsfaips or of deadly 
enmities a* aa I^Mlistnu* There are very few peo^ who "'do not 
And a Toyng*’ bkb lasts seviml months iiisupport.ibly dulh 
Anything is w^M- ome which lu^y break that long a saU, 

a liiark, an alhaiross, a znan orerhofird* Most pasi^'ngers And 
some resource ir. • Siting twice as many meals as on land. But Uie 
grttt deticcH f*r Killing the tirufi nru qiiari«Uing flirting, 
'fhe facilities }K>th these exciting pursuits nrc g'*'*^!* Tbe 
of the 5liip are thrown t v* far moix* il .a in any 
counr^’v-scat or V •aroingdionso. N*'re can eacape h*uii tbe rest 
except oy bimseb* In a evil ia whicU bt rrin bordly 

turn, AU hvMl. all exercise* is taLn eompnny. (• rvmony 
to a irreat^f Ktciit haui^hed. Jt i^ rwxc day in xIk. power of a 
mitebievouf p»»**son Inflkt inouinrsiabU* atuioyanci^s. it U every 
dav TD ihe powf:r oi on anuablr to cotil'i r services. 

It Qr>t Vhlom that serious dit^tiess and uao'c* « ;\11 forth, 

in gvmulre iK^uty and df^formity, Ik fX'ic virtues aii»l abject \icu 
whkh, in tbv *> .i»Dary intercourse ol gi*o(l society, might remain 
during many unaiK^wawyeo tu uuiznaie wok.»^u:a. Under 
^such clreuiusiavices nut Wvrrea Hastings ruid the Imboff, 

two persons wh»#n iwconi; lishmenta nould have attracted notice 
in any ixrnrt oC TCnniiiu The gor* ij*-t>nu) bad bo domestic ties. 
Tlie lady w ri?: tiid tu o husband for whom abe had no regard, and 
who bmi nu regard lor his own honour. .\n nttfiebmrai sprang 
up, which was H*K<h stvcHgtheoed by eTCiits ^neb as could hardly 
haye occurred on land. Hastings fell ill. 71;^* baroness nursed 
hips with womanly : ocerneas, gave him his mMicints With her 
own hanA ^d ereu up ui bis cabin while fu* sL^pt* Long 
befhre the Duke of Grafhm reached Madras, Hastings was in love. 
But Ms lore wai of a most churscteridtic deseriptloiu like his 
hatred like bis ambition, like all his pamiooiK it was strong, but 
not impetuous. It was calm, deep, earnest, patient of delay, tin* 
conquerable by time. Imhoff was called into council by his wife 
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tad'Ut wifi^ lorer. It wu areoigfii tfitt the Ben>rte«' 
inttttM • Mit for a divorce id the ooorte of FrmsicoDia» tbel ik^ 
Baron ihonld aSbrd every facility to the proceedings and 
during the yean which might oUi>^e before the feotenee ahMdd 
be pronount^ they ihonlil couUnoe to live t^ether. It wae dao 
agreed thtt Hastings aboeld beetow eotne very tthatantial mailie 
iif gratitude on the cotaplaisant hueband, and diotildt whoa the 
marriage waa diaaolved, make the lady hit and edept 
cliildren whom the had already berne to Imboff 

At Madras* Haitingt found the trade of the Cew^mny in a wtrj 
difiorgHniiKid state. liia own taatet would have led him ratiter to 
political than to commercial portuita: but he knew that the &tov 
of hit criiploym deperided chiefly on their dividend^ and timt 
tlieir dividcodt depended chiefly on inrcitmeDL He there¬ 
fore, witb great judgment* determioed to 

for a time to tbU depertment of bu^in**ss wuS had l^en much 
neglected* tinco the eervonta of the t 'ompuy had ceased to^be 
clerks, and had become warriors and lit; >tiatGn» 

In u Msiy few moctin he eflrcted »i important reform. Xlm 
Directors noticed to iiim theia hig). .<f>probatioD; ard were an 
mucli pK';iS*?d with bis conduct that thi y determined to place him 
ut the Vad of tlie government of UeugaL Early in 177S he 
r|uitted Fort 5t. Georgc: for bis new The Imhofla* who ware 
atill man aud wife, accompanied hisu* and lived at rnlrnlH on 
the samr* plan which they had alrvtdy fcdlowed during move than 
two years. 

When ilaatiDga toc^ his oeat at the head of the comadi board* 
Hon^ was still governed according to the syatam wliieh CUve 
lisd devised* a sysvem which was, perhaps* akilfully oontrived for 
ilii* purpu>u of facilitating and coDcealing a great revidiitioa, but 
ivliicli, t\ that ruvolutiem was complete and irrevnoatale* could 
luodijcv aioUiiiig but incoDTenieoce. There ware two govemmcDK 
the real and tlic oateniible. The supreme power belonged to the 
CompaDy* and was iu truth the de^tie power that ran l)e 
conceived Tho only rrstraint im the Eogtiih mastn of the 
oouniry waa that which their own ji-stice and homanhy imposed 
on tiieiD. Thf*rc was uo r'institutional cheek ea tkmr wilit and 
nsistanoe to them wa^ iitt,riy bopriess. 

But* tfaotigh (hQ> ubvlutc in reality, the Bhi^iah had not yet 
assumed the style ot* sovereign^. Tb^y held tl^ir territories .at 
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iNHiKlMltf of the tbrood of Dolk* ni«id thdr rernueo m cd^ 
Iteton ffpointed the impariil cammimioa ^ tl^ *pobHe teal 
was ittscribed with the imperial tiUes \ end tbdr etriuk only 
the imperial obiu* 

These was still a nabob of Bengal, who stood to the EngUsIi 
rulers of Ids country in the sane relation in wbteh Angustulus 
stood to Odoacer, or the last Heroringiaas to Cbaries Uartel and 
Pj^in. Ke livtal at Uoorshedabnd, surrounded hj princely mag-* 
niHcunce* Ur w)is ^preached with outwvfd marks of reverenee^ 
and lus name w^u na^ in public instruTnaata But In thogoreni* 
inent of the country lie had Was real ri^ate Chan the youngest 
writer or cadet in the Company's aenioe. 

The English council vriiieh reprcsi*>Med the Compaii}* at Calcntta 
was ccniUtutcd uu a very ditli^rcni plan from that which has 
since been adeptod. At presem tiie Governor is as to all eae* 
eatire measnrts, sib^lule. He con declare war, coneiude peace, 
^^>int pnblic far.utionaries or rcpi*>ve them, in opposition to tiic 
nnaiuiuous senit' of tnuse who sit witu him in couDi iL They are, 
indeed, entitlod know all thus U done, to diatoms uU that U done, 
to udvise, to romon&tmtr, to fend protests to Engiao-h But it is 
tiie Governor that the aapFcaie power residt^* aotl on him that 
the whole rcspOnasbili^ reshi« llits ^wton, which was intro* 
ciuced by 2^^ Fiii and Ur. Itaadas in q>ite of the strenuous op* 
poiruion t»f >lr. Burke, we coaceive to he on the whole the beet that 
was evti uwl&cd for the government of e country whrre no ma- 
terialt* can be found lor a mpremiiuti?e oonstitution. In the time 
of Hastings the Governor hod only cue toIo in couiKril, and, in ease 
td an W]uai dirisloD, a casting vote. It therefore happened' nut 
nnfrequentlr that he was overfed cn the gravest questions t and 
it was pomible Unit he might be wrboUy excluded^ for years to* 
getiter, from tlie real dm^on of peblie affiiirs. 

Tbe English lunctiouaries at Eort Wiiliam had as yet puid Uttlc 
orno attention to the intemel soTeraiaeat of Bengsd. The only 
hraneb of politics about wUA titey anch busied tbemstfrea wa^ 
tMgotiation with the netfre princes. Tbe poUee, the admimstra- 
lion of justioe^ the details of tiie coUeetihn of revenue, were daost 
entasely neglected. We any remuric tLst the pLnisi'ology of the 
Company’s servsc;s atiU beste tbe truces of this state of tbitige. To 
Khis di/ they always use the word ^ political * as > ynonymooi with 
.^;frlplofMtic * We cooU name a gendemra still living, who was 
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doambed the Ugbest ts nii larahMbie public jKtviAV 

eiDinsntij flt to be st the bead ef the iateniel edminUtraiiMCaC'e 
whole pradileoejr, bot vaforttmeUly quite of all pOiHatk 

busineM* * 

Hw iatereil gorenunait of Bengal the Englkh rulera ^^ogstod 
to a gritX oattre ndoiottfi wbo wan autioned at V^'oraboiabod* 
AU luilitorj affaire, aod, whh the exception of mh^ pertdoi 10 ' 
mere cereoionial, all foreign affiun, were withdrawn firm iU 
cAAtroI; bat the other departmeote of the adnuoietnlion were ene 
tirclj confided to him. Mil own ilipend amouotod to near a hm « 
dred Oiouiand pouiidi str-rling a jeer. U'hc pmooal aUowcom^ of 
ihu nabob, amouniing to OKtre than three hundred tbooiaad pM|lr. 
a year, {MHied through tiic miniitcr’s liando, and wga, to a IffiMlT 
HNtent, ut his dispomh The e<dleoliuti oi* tbe r^eow, the ad^Ml« 
stratiou ot justicr, the mainteuance ofurder, wore left to thk Ugh 
futictiOiary; oiid for tho exercise ot* hU braenod power he wee 
re?ipoaFibie to none bat the British m'MUM of the eoniiuj. 

A MiuatioD io iniponant, l ucrativ *\ uud splendid, wa^ naefffiBy 
an nbjo.*t of ambition to the a^lesi find most powerfal natieda. 
Clirc luid found it difficult to decidi; between conflicting pretOB- 
>ions. 'I wo candidates stood out pivujineotly from the crow^ 
cucli of thi^a the reprc.^ntatiTe ot* n mcr and of a religiei^ 

One of these was Mahummrd Khan, a hlussulauui’ef Phr- 
Sian cxtr^Kfdoii, able, active, rultgicms alVer the fkabion of hie peeplei 
und hi^ld/ esteemed by them, lu England be might perimpt 
Imvc liecri regarded as a cornita um greedy poUticiaB« Bu^ tried 
by tl'.G lower standard of Indian mor^ty, be might beOflUidered 
as h man of integrity and honour. 

Ills r<^Tui>otiior wa^ a Ilitiduu Bi’idiroin whose name has, by a 
iGrribU*. iiUil nitdancholy event, lieen inseparably associated with 
thnt of IVarren Hnslings, tlie Maharajah Xunvo^nar. Thi» man 
h;iii pLtyi d an important pan iit ail the revolutions wlitcL sm*:c 
time of Sungah Dcpwlafa, had taken place iii Bengal* To (lie 
o.»nsi«i^ratiM|l whicli in that ta^uiitry belongs to high and pore 
ca^te, he lulrlrd the wdght which is derived from wealth. tsiicnUi 
and experienne. Of his mural charueO'r it ia difficult to give a ^ 
tiotiiii) to thost* wbo aiw ao«tuauiteil with human nature only as it 
a]^*ars in our island* M'hnt the Italian is to the Ejigli:fhaiaji, 
w na: the Ilindio u t«» the Italian, wIiKt the Bengalee is to other 
Iltudoos, that was Numx)iuar to other iWgaloet* The physical 
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«f»riMtiMciftheBeog»leeiifeebU«vsBto«AniBaqr> PilNAiB 
ft cou'ftant vapour bath. HiaparrottaareatdeDiafyt toitfbt 6 aB» 
eatr.hitmovaBenulRDguid. Dortugraai^iageahehaabaiB: 
upoa bjr mea pf bolder and moru hirdjr brcoda. Conraga^ 
aace, TerS^f, are qualiiiea to which hia opoatitafioa aad bii ahna- 
tioft are lagiMdly ua&Tourable. Hia mind besra h aiugoSar ana^ 
klQr %»haa todp. It it wi^ eves to helplataneaa for pvrpoaaa of 
mtUf SflrifttKoe $ bat ita sopplcneaa and ita tact more tbe abUdcen 
*af a t a aner eHawiea to admlratioo nut nnmingled with c ontempt , 
ja tei» nstt w]ijeb m the natural defence of ibe week ere non 
ftnilinr to due ^1lbde teee dieu tn tiie Ionian of tbe time of Jon* 
ml or to tbe Jew' of tbe derit ejrce. \What the* borne ore to 
taAtoi who.* th(* |*aw is to tbe Hgcrp whet the sting ib to the beet 
whet ui cording to the'old Greek eong» is to women, deceit 

\i% to the Beucukvr Large promise^ emootJi exeusep. elaborate 
*futDe« of oiroum.L*nntiai fdeebood, chicanery, perjury, fongery, are 
/the wcnpoM^ oCViiM^e nnd dtfcaaivr, of tbe people uf the Lower 
(Ganges* JJl t)K >*; miUiooe do not fiunisb one sepoy to tbe 
^ ahates of the Coi pnuj. Bot as u^ureri, as money •changers, us 
sharp legal^ practitiooersp no .cla&e of bunao thfui^s ran bear « 
compiriaon witn tUeiu. With all bis softnev, the &:iu:iUee is by 
nomeacti ptaei^blc in bU enmities or prone to pity. Jue ]M*rtiiuirity 
with vntob he sdLms to his puiposes yteUs only to the imme- 
.dintc pressure of far, 'Sor does b<! lack a certain Lind of courage 
which is oftei^ a*anting to hia masters. To inevirnbk. eriU Ite is 
sosoetimea found to oppose a passiTc* fortitude, auch us the Stoics 
sttributod to tiudr ide^ sage. Eura|wan warrinj', who ruriies 
^on a iMtcry of cannon with a loud huiruli, will son\tiine*^ eiuiek 
mafer the aurgeon'i knife, and fall into an ugony oi ilcspair at tins 
oi death. Bat tlte Bengalee, who would oooatxr 

bis boaae laid in aabea, hia children murdered or dis* 
honoaredp without boring the aprU to strike f>ue blow, has yet 
bA& known to endure torture witb the dimucas of Mucius, and 
•0 mMnt Ae scafibld witb the steady etep and e?mi polaa of 
A]gMou Sidney* 

jfe Knacomar. tbe national character was strongly and withwa* 
aggatatfon personified. Tbe LLnupaiiy^a servanf.' had repeatnAy 
A rt w ta d Mm in the most criminal iuirifptes. On oue oacnrientie 
hi^enght a laUo charge against another Hindois imd triad to etilH 
itantlaia it by prodnting forged docuinent8ft On anoibar eotfaitili 
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it WD8 discOTere^ that, while proRM^ihR the itrongett attMd*|itnl 
tu the Knglish, h« wiw engiiged i& MTei«l MUspincief 
tiieni, and in pnrUoclar that lie wa* the stcdiaBi of » eotffafni^ 
ence hetweeu the coart of Delhi and tb« French aaUUnttiea iatte 
l.'nrnati^ For thcae and a'nnilnr praeticaa di« 'bean 

tained in euufinemvnt. But liia talnta and loiMBM iii nflaoniit 
procured bia liberation, hut hod ubtainad for UaaB dagf>e 

of conaiderution even among the BriHah ralata ofte OMDttj. 

Clive won extremelv unwilting to ^aee a MbiobIbmbi •! tha head 
of the ndmiiiiairation of Bcngiih •)! the other hai^ boacnMnak 
bring hitr.Msir to confci* immenMi power on a man to 
<w>rt of villuny Imtl repeutcJly bccQ brought hojn, 

1 hough the riiH)U uvr»* yv)u>m Nutieoninr bud I fcgq ida ^ 

gn'Qt influence, beggeu thut (he nrtful HiuJon 
tvilh rtu* government, Cilv^s al^cr le^tatWAg dMM hoMmjl^^ 
ami wuely in favour of Slaliomoiad K<v,*i JChn ithn Uaatiatf * 
lK;camc Governor, Mah(aum<:«I Reza Kiiun bad heM power aev^' 
An iiifunt uonof Mi*cr Jul&er w^s doit ntbdbi aod'^fllMp^. 
.*uiirdtunf«bip of the young prixic%i had bm oonfldoi 

till*, ** 

Nuneontri^ simulated at ouf:e. by ru* .dity and nntlioa^ 

' >ti’^tnotly uik'fflpting to hurt;ti)n rriitjtinioD of hta MOCOi*fdi 
J'iiis wAts line <]itji<*TiU, The o'* i^gal, wider Ae 

1 * ai ion e?tm h« b d CIi e, did not < d auoli aaaiyiai’#W 
>.'■■11 iirticip.'iii.'d by the C-ompauy; at that liaac^ 

.'■surd lioLimi.- wfrv coUTtoinec iu Kn^taad TW| ia ci ia g th< « |Na lt h 
•’ lyilia. i*ij of iwrpliyry, hung u'*;b Ibr rie^ Whei4ll^3K»}» 
i^urhf uml diamuuih^ vauiu from wiijch pagoteiadg^ttnAurs 
' )neu^ur'*d out by (he burhet tiUnd the inaghgAfl. of 
of husiz.g^a. Nobody Mi'ined to be airare of wbat Mver* 

H WHH most undoubtodly tbe truth, that India wet a poorer 
< Miijiry than counlrieii which m Europe are raAoped poor, thr*, 

* lull J, f^>r rxiCipIe, evr than Poitogria It was oonfldentiy belitned 
L>; Iionls of the Treasury and inooibcm fm^tbe ei^ that B«'ugal 
>vt>uiil not only defray ita own charge but would aSbrd an in- 
'Tr^aaed dividend to the proprietora ot' Indiu stoek, and lai^ relief 
to the Engliah Anaacea. These absurd t xpii^NitioM were dbtap* 
]>nioted; and the Uiroctora, naturally enough, chose toattrihotie tho 
cUeappoiAtment rather to the nutynanagcincnt ot* Mabatesed Rrztf 
Kiiu than to ibetr own ignomoeeof tlie c.^untr}* inrrMtod t|t their 
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Am their eitor^y tlie iffeati (»f 
lo4 i0BMe uvra in Leedeahalt SttWU 
Cric<fe > be reoeired i letter e^ 
torai^t to thA ooaiM^ bot 

He wee direct^^d to rooion'SilumuDed 
Been to entet bin, together with all his.fiuni^ and all hit 
and to imtitate a itrict inquiry into the wk^ adminie* 
xnum ti tic prorinee. It was addetl that tbo Goremor wmM do 
to aTail hhaaelf of the asaUtanco of Nuaaonar in the mveeti- 
gadoo* The vieea df Nuncomar were acknowledged. But even 
from his vices, it was said, much advantage might ot latch a coo* 
juncture be derived; and, though he, could not aafoly be trusted, 
it JTight etill be proper to eDCouri^o lum by hopes of rewanL ^ * 
The 'CSovernor bore no good *.vill to Nunoomor. Many years 
bi'fore, they lual known each otSn r at Moorsbedubad; and then a 
quunel had between thiun >^ijicb ell the authority of tiieir 
giiperiora eoui.i liarUly x^^mpos**. VVidely as they differed in most 
poiotit they rtsseicbled each otb:*r in ibis, that hutli were men of 
utifoigiving natures. To MahN>ninicd liesa Klmiu on the other 
hand, Haiti .igs hod no feelings of lio^tilify. Nevertheless he pro* 
C6*nded tp execute tUe 7nstrQctii>i;> • tbo Ccunpany with an alacrity 
%Y)uch Venrver showed, except w*!.«*n iDstrurtioru wore in perfect 
^onfonni^ with hi a own view?w iU liad. wist^Iy wo think, do* 
f rmtn^d t> get rid of the systetn ul* double governui ^nt in B«*ii(rah 
Tb^ orders of tbeDii^*<rtois fumi^ht^J him with Uto means of ef* 
felting his parpofie, a: i di^emw* 1 him from the nt'ceseity ot* die* 
cussing tile natter witu his Couned. He took hi^ measures with 
his usual vigour and dexterity* At midnigbt. the palace of Ma* 
hommed Resalffaan at Moorrimdshwl was surrounded by a bat* 
taUen of sepoys* The minisier was roused from Ids slumbers and 
informed that be vras a prisoner* With the Mussnbnaa gravity, 
he bent his head and submitted himself to tlie will of God. Ue 

s 

li^ pot aloD*. A diief named Sefaitob Ko}- Isad Im^d intrusted 
wjiEk the government of Btthar. His valour and liin iittacbmcnt to 
Engti^ bud more tbeu once beun .ignall/ {.roved. Cta tbat 
memorable diir uo which the p.'nple of Patna saw from Uu^ walls 
the whole oruy of the Jlognl scuttv.'tt'd hy the little bimdof Captain 
Knox, the voice »f the British oonqiin-on {i««igned the palm 
to the bravo Asiatic. “ 1 never,” said Knox, w^pir> 
inXoduced Sc:hiial> Boy, cot-rfl with blood and dait, to 
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SngHiih' •ttenibled in tin fteUajf “I nevn 

lutiTe 4|bt fa bFib^” Bebiub SHy «u invotved. in thn-'jMigjrir’ 

Bent Khan, vm ntnoT^ fnan «Ae^ and waa . p figii- 
under amat. Tlie nenbenof ibe Cnuarilraetivfld no intinaiSta 
of (hoae nMnaum tiU tbo pruonara'wnv on thoir nad to Ca)cBtta« 

Tfae anqtQC^ into the conduct of tbe annirter waa pnatpaaod oa 
d^dbrent prataacaa. ycwnadctaiDadiaanaa^eanflaaiiientdariag 
many mentha. ](t tha ipeaa time, tba great omlu^ioo wUob 
Hastinga had plaanod waa carried into edStet Xlte offica af 
niiiiatur vm aboUsbad* ioUtmal adminuMtion waa tnaa- 
fcm»l to tl>c aervantaof tha C<KBpaii7. A tyatem, a totj imperfaet; 
ayst^m, it ia trao, of ciril and c-rtainal juatke, ante Eaglub 
oupcriiitend'-nce, waa aatabUahed. The nabob waa ia longer^.ta 
hnve even an osteaubk ahara in tbe govermneot; bat bawaa'itift 
to receive n conaidetnUe aoiuiiiJI ailowanoe, and to be eamafllad 
wUIi tl>e*euitc of eorereign^. Aa be ivua n* inCwati it araa aaiN*' 
sury to {irovide guardjana for his person and property* Hla 
tvaa iiitrusit'd to a ladj of liia fatUrr’a bareib, known bj tbe.vplla 
of tbe ilunny Begum. The odic<- of trcaftirer of tbe honarilmW 
wax l<c»towoiionaaonorNanmniar, n.'^med Goordee. b^noeoaai’a 
ai'vvtces \>'<'re wanted; yet Ih.- could not mM/ be trusted wMi 
power: luid Hastinga thought, it a leatlcrstroke of policy Mt ^ fewiadi 
tbe able tutd unprincipknl parent by promotiog the iocK ton a w a 
oliiid. 

Thft revolutff>tt eompkstttd, the double govern a eirt dii M w i f e d» Htt 
Compafly in^Ulled in tfie itiU f*ndgg^ of Bengalt Hflitibfp hod 
no fiiotivt! to treat tho lato vitb rigour. Thtir trial had 

bcoa put oir on various pleas till tii« new organixatioa wms eomptete* 
Thejr wetx tiu^n brought before a comiuttte^ orer wbi^ the Go* 
veritor prcfi:JiiL Schitab Bo^ was speedil/ acquitted mitii bquour. 
A lormtil a;*ilci^ was made to him for the restraint tp wbicdi lie 
luid l><** u suUjttcttHh AH tbe Kask*rn marks of respect were be- 
stowed on him. He was cbtbvd in a robe of state, presented with 
jowub and with tt ricblj Imropswetl elephant, and sent back to his 
^'ovorutneut at l^atna. But iiU heohii had suflered Ibom confine* 
xni jit; his high spirit hod bvvn crueltf Trouoded^ aod aeon after 
hi» IfWrfitioii ho ilicil of a brokt*n heart. 

Till? iuiioccuiv* of Mrihn^ined Hera Khfin was not so daarljr et- 
Ublished. But tho Govinior whs not diiposed to deal iMohlj'^ 
After u long huaring. in which Nuncomnr appeared as tbe MPOMf# 
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and diipliqrgi boili art tad the in Hnj Wr at e ttnoonr which die- 
titfiriAed UtQi iitstiDfre proni^uuoed dtifte charge bad not beew 
made out, and ordered tlie raiiuaier tO be set at liber^. 

Kunoowitf had purposod to dr«tro^ the Muisttlmaii adsuais-* 
tratioQ, aod to riie <ui itt rnin. Both bis malercdenca and his 
cupidity had been disappointed. Hastiags had made hitma t 0 |L 
had tia^ him for purposo of acoomplittiing tlie transfer of tM 
gorenmea} Afoonbodahrid to Caieuttii from native to Euro* 
pean hands. M*he rirali tha f^nehiy. so lontt (*nviei2, so in^ pinesb]y 
persecuted, ha^i Uocc dismissed unhurt. The situntion so long and 
ardently desired had been tboUilied. It was natnml that die 
Governor should be from that time an olject of the most intenM^ 
hatred to lb? Tiudicdve Brahmin. As yet, liowevoi; it wiis tie* 
eessary to suppress such fbalings. The time wn^ coming when 
that long animosily was So end in a desperate and dendly struggle. 

In the mean time, Heatings was compelled to turn Ills attention 
to fj^^^ gti | ^y airs. The olyeot of his diplomscy was ut this time 
simply to get money. The flaanecs of his goremment wm* in an 
embarrass^ state; and Shis wlmrrassment he was df^termined to 
I relieve by yme means, fair or fimh Tbe principle which directed 
all bis d^iugs with his Beigbbours is folly expressed by the old 
motto Cl one nf tbe great pradatory ftiiuilies of TeviotJulc, Tltou 
shalt want ere I want'* Ho aaenta to have laid it down, as a funds* 


mentul proposition which oooM not be disputed, tliut. when be hud 
not &;any laca of rupeeaas the public eHr%*ice rnpiii^d, he wns 
to take them from any \tftijwhQ bad. One thing. iiid<?ed, is tn 
be astd in excuse for him. Tbe pre&sure applif^d to him by bis 
omployer:^ st hosao, was such as only the highest vs iur could 
withstood, such as left liim no ebuire rxcq>t fu commit great 
wroi^ or to res^n his high post, and witl< that pusi ull his bopt's 
of &Mne and distinction. The Directors, it is true, never enjoined 
or applauded any crime. Far from it Whoever examines tlieir 
ielSers written at that time will dud there many just and hutnane 
saotuaents, many ezcellant precepts, in abort, mi admirable code 
of political ethics. But every exluwtation U modided or nullified 
A demand for none^.' “ Gorens lenicntl v. and {«c»d more 
Bone, { practise atriot jodee aod moderation it wnrdit neighbour- 
inglMwor., and send mon money:” thia u in truth the aurn «i' 
yImM all the instrueiiona that Ibi.tinga ever rencivod from honx*. 
New thew iiiatruetioa% being inttrprated, loi-au .imply, “ 11c the 
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father end the oppressor of the people; he jost and iH|«h 
derate ead r^>acioas.** The Dteeetere deeh with Indies as the 
cliorcli, ia the Rood old tiniesy dealt with a btsretk. Th^ ddi« 
vered the Tictim over tu ex^o lk i e er% with u earnest rfegwest 
that all possible tenderness roight be sbowtL We by no teetBO 
aecuse or suspet^t those who framed these despatahes ol hyteijlifliw* 
It IS probable that, wrhiiig lifteen tbomand milee from tSepfitee 
where their orders were to be carried into eSeet^ they^aer# pec* 
reived tlio gross incoiisutcoc^ of which th^ were goO^. Bat 
the inooDsiitency was at once manifest to IL^ rioegeceat at Cad- 
eutta, wbo» with au empty treasury, whb an wapaad prmyf with 
Ilia own Hilary often in oirear, with defitnena erops^ teilb g orem- 
n\Hut tenants daily ruoniag awayt was called open te^eemit 
unother half iniilion without fail Haitiugs aaw that it 
lutcly orcessary Ibr him to disregard either the moral 
or tlie pocuniary requisitione of his employers Being foroed toCe* 
ol>oy them in something, he bad to cooaider what kind nf disoha> 
dienco tljcy would most readily j«ardon ^ and be correctly judged 
that t)ia safest course would b^to neglect the sennons and to find 
the rupc<*a * 

A iini2<4 fertile as bis, and so little restrainod by eonscVtetioQa 
scruples, discovered se\*<ral mnilesorrcUeving the floaoeiel 

emlM&rrussmcnte of the governnant. The allowance of the Nab^ 
of Bengal was redact'd at a stn>k«‘ from tliree hundred and twenty 
tliou.*^'ind 'KMimls a year to hah* iliat sum. The Company had 
bound itM'if to p:iy near three buinlrcd tboasind pounds a jear to 
the Great Mogul, as a maih of homage fur dm pruvinoes wbich bn 
Iiadintru4»inJ totbcircare; and ib *7 had ceded to him the districts 
Ct>rub and AUababad. On the plea that the Mogpl was not 
ronliy indop.indent, but merely a tool in the hands of others, Hast¬ 
ings detenuined to retract these concemions* He eccordingly 
declared thar^ the Knglish would pay no more tribute^ and seat 
intcp.^ to occupy Allahabad and The situatioD of tlieae 

pla<'os wns such, that tLt*re would be Uttio advantege and great 
(ixperfse in retaining theni. liastings, a*ho wanted money and not 
territory, doteniiln^ to se)^ tiiem. A purohafer was not wiiitii^« 
The rich province of Oode luul, in the general diagolgtioa of the 
Mogul Empire, lulleii te tbe share of the great Mqsmi]M|||| houso 
by which it is still governed. About twenty yeora ege^ house,^ 
by the permission of tlic ilritiah g<H>ruuieut, tsmuai||.^[^ loyrl 
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titles ImCf lil tiio tiuieof Wainm SiMrtgs* tineh un MumptJM 
wOuM hare ^Mi cooiidewl I^jthe JCifaotiinicdans of India a« a 
mmitrona kB|jlatjr. Tha Priiice of Oodoi thougb bu liold the powcr» 
did Dot veiit w n to oae tlie style of awerelgnty. To tiie app^lotioD 
of Nabob oi^ ^coroy, ha added that of ^zjcr of the moDyrehjr of 
Hindastaa, ^lat as in the last ceBtar^ the Electors of Soxoaj and 
BlMideDbi|fg, though indqiendeot c( the Emperor, and often tti 
arms agalMC hin^ arere proud to style themselrea his Grand Cham^ 
herUih and Cmnd Marsbah 8^}ah Dow]ah> then Nabob Visier, 
iPM on eneeUent terns vHh the English. He had a large treasure* 
iu)d Corah were so situated tlmt thf^y iidght be of use fo 
Ida and eoi^d bo of none to tho Company. The bnyi«r and seller 
soda caae to an uoderatndiog; and the prorintw^s which had been 
torn frbm the Mogul were made oser to the govern:)tcnt of Oude 
*br alnmt half a iidllion sterling. 

* Hot there was anothor matter still more important tc» he settled 
by iho Viaier and the GoTemor. The fate of a bravt* people wim 
' be decided. It was decided in a manner which Iioa left a iastini; 
stain ou the fame of Hastings and of England. 

The people of Central Asia bad always been to the inhabitants 
<*if I'idir what the warriors of the Cfrinan forests wi^iv (n thv sub- 
o7xW d*?cs}}ng monsrclty of liomo. The daik. sleiiiior* and 
tiiuhi llindiMi* s^ank from a conflict with the strong musvle BTtd 
widiUv* spirit of the fair race, which dwelt beyond lha 
Tberr > n- son to believe that, at a jwriod aateri jr fo the dawn of 
regnlui the pecide who apohe the rich mid fl»-xfble Sanscrit 

^camc fi'oin r-^dons lyin * far beymd the and tim 

taspefs mposed tl^nr Toke on the childrtm ei the soil* Jt 
certain thu*. clnring the hd ten centurien,socci'ssion of invader'^ 
descendf'd from the west on IlindosDin ; nur wai the cotiisc 
eoDque.-it * vn' tnrned back towards the sttniig sun, till that 
niemombht cami^ign in wfaicii the croaa vi Saint Goorgo wu^i 
planted on tbo walla of Ghisnh 

Tiio Hmp^Tiirs of Hindostan themselves came from the other side 
of tliv great mountain rhlgS i and it had always U:cn tbeir pracUci* 
to reciSit tb(ir army frees ibu hardy and valiant race from which 
their owu illustrious IgHM sprsnf* f Aawmg the military adven- 
tnrars who were sUurgd to the Mogul^stasdards from the neigb- 
limorhoud of Cabal sad Candahar, w ere censpicuous serertl gallant 
lrnn<tf« kttown by the weme oi’ tbe ilolulW. Their serrieet liad 
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ImD tewitrded with l«ife tracts ^ Uad, Jiofs of tlu* speafi if wc 
mar use an exprecrtra draws (torn aaalogcui ^tatu of thiftgs» in 
that fertile plain throsgli whieb the Reo^ungu flows from tlie 
snowj bdgbts of Ksmaun the Gaines* In the general 

confusion which followed the death of Anran^raebe, the warliki: 
coloiij became virtnallj inc1f}iendent* *nie Rc^iUas were dietin'- 
gsiched from the other iohutitaate of India hj a pef.uUarijr fair 
complextun* The; were more honoarabi; dUUngnished hj cosr- 
nge in wuri and Ijt skill in Uie arts of peace. W1^ ansrch; 
ragi:d from Lahnri to Cope C^omorint their UtUe teriitor; eajoj^ 
the litHsnings of ropofc under the ganrdhiotiup of valour* Agn* 
culture* * lid commerce flourished aruong them; nor wtn they 
nt of rhetoric anl poe.trj* Maitv pers^ooa noir liring havc^ 
liount man tnlk with regret of the golden days when the 
prioro nded in tlic rale of Uehileund. ^ 

SiijnK iiewlah had s*;t his heart on adding this rid; distrfet to 
bis own )>riu('ipaUi/. Kiglit or show of right, be bad absolutely 
none. His fdaiiii w*as in no r.*specl h^'tter founded than that of 
Caihc'itu to PoUsJ, or tbttSof tb*i lioqaparte family to 8pmn« 
Ihr Ih'hiMor held ihcir country by exactly the suiue title by which 
ho h(dd lji<, at A liad go^^mod their vouotry for better than his 
had L*v< r iK^n gororiie^l. Nor we’*‘ l.ey i* people wliorn it wna 
perfe('t!y .sah* to attack* lurid was iudv^ uti open pliuu 

destitute* of natural <l«'l*rnc 0 s; 'fUt thrir vcius were full of the biyh 
LIoik! oi Afghanistan* As they hoc! not the a^eadlnco.-i 

whloh i> aelcloni funtid except in roapony w* th strict dinliplln*': 
hut tiv/'i' inip';tuous rnlcnjr h«.*i been proven on many flehls c.’ 
batch*. Jt Was s^&id that tht* * tliiefs, whin uuited by common 
peril, endd brintr eighty tlu :i»riid men into the flokL vSnjuh 
Dow lull : ud himself S4:en th**;' Aght, nud widely shmal; fm i u 
cocflic: wilh rbeia TIhtc wuh iu indii one army, and only mu* 
ugniuht which evea proud t nueasian tribes could not 
Jr bud lH.*cn ahundatitTy provcnl that neither teniuld odds, nor tiie 
laortlal ardour of the boldest Asiatic n.*ition$, could av«dl suglit 
agojosl £ng]is!i science wJ resolutioiM 'IVas it poasiblc to iiidun**^ 
th«* (iorcrtiur uf BeiigoJ to let om to hint the ]m»aistsble energjc«» 
of llic imperial people, the skill against whicli the ablest diiefri of 
Hitulustan were helpless as infuata, the uUTiplinew-hich ha4 9t> oAen 
triumphed over the frantic strti?glcs . f f maticism and deapiiv the 
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tiDco&qdliiili^’British eMVa^-'which ikiKvcr BO Kd«te and 1(11}^ 
born M t o w ^lfc (be doM of u ^loobtM ud tuunlcrou^ day*? 

HiU wm tbo Kabob Tiidor Mkcd» uuil wlmt Hasdngt 
granted. A^tirgain wa# Boon ekmtiu EncU of tl*e nfgotiatoin 
had wUat tht otbcr wonted, ilaaliiifa was in of f^ondi to 
carry on dw foTcmoieot of Bengal* and to tend mittaftcea to 
liOD^u; and Sujab Dowlali had an ample reventie. Sujah Dowlah 
waa bent an <:itgugHt!ng the BohilLu; and lIwtHnga hadathia 
^^otal the only ibree by which the BohiUas could be aubjagated. 
1 % WM agreed that an RiigUeh army should be Iwt to the Kabob 
and thah for the loan, he sbonld pay four butidreii thoosand 
^'jpMnds sterling, beaidea defraying all the c^ge of tlie troops wliUo 
iemploycd in his service. 

r^^ally cannot see,” ttys 31r. Gleigi **upoD what gmunds* 
cither of political or moral justice^ this prD|> 08 iUon deaerves t^i 
be stigmatised m infamoua** If we understand the ineaiung 
of words* it is iufamoos to commit a wiokeil sctioii for hire* 
nnd it is wicked tu engage in war without provocation. In 
this particular a*ar, ^arccly one aggravating cirrnmsiance was 
wanting. T\u’ object of the Uobilia war was this* to iloprtve a 
lar^e popalation. who bad m'%'cr done lis (le lease barm, of a good 
government. aMd to place tliem* ogaineAbeir will* inidcr an eae- 
crabiy bad one. Kay, even tliis ia not alL Euglaod now dc* 
far Indow^tbe level ev«*n of iboae petty G<Tmun princes 
who, .lb. ut the same time* soM us troops to fight thi* Ataericims. 
Tbe In'»Mi!*• mongers of Jicj^sc and An.'^^^ch had at hnai the sssur* 
ance that th<' oxpeditii»iH on which their fiohlicr:^ were to be 
employed would be ctm'lucted in conformity trim the humane 
rules of ci*.I!i«cd warfare. IVtiS the IWhUla war likely to Ims so 
conducted ? l}\d the G(»^ ernor stipulate tlmt it aliould be so coiu 
. ducted? He well knew uhat Indiun warfare was. ile well 
knew that Iho power which he covenanted to put into Sujah 
Dowjah^s bands would* in all probabili^i be atiociouriy abused; 
and he requited no guarantee* an promise that it should net be so 
abused. Ho did ooS even yeserve to bims^ the right of with*' 
drawing his aid in case of rtdse* however gross. We are almost 
ashamed to notice ^isjor Seott’s that JQfgstings was justified 
in letting out English troops to slaugUtaf ^ JiohiHas* beesuse 
Boliillss a ere not of Indian nu^e* but a colony frum a distant 
^Imt were tite KiglUh tfaemsdrot?/' Vs* it tot them 
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to JffOcLuA a cruMide fcr tlio erpolMos of sU iotniacTff iroifc tbe 
coQotrici ymterei hj the Gtngea? IMd it He in tiicir monibs to 
contend that a foreign a<*rtler who eetabU^ce an empire in India 
is a Cf^ut lupinumt What would thej ha?e said if aaj other 
powet had, on anch a gruiuid, attacked Madraa or OalcntU^ witli* 
out the* slightest preeoeatiofiP Such a defence was wanting to« 
moke the infamy eg the iraniaetkm complete. *rha atrocity ol' the^ 
crime, and the hypocrisy of tho ^lology, an worthy of each other.i 

One of the three brigades of wMeh the Benga^^army consisted 
WAS sent under Colonel Champioft^ join Sojah DowWs forces. 
I'lic llohillna expostulated, entranCod, offered a laigp ransoo, huts 
ill vain. They then resolved to defend themselfes to the last A) 
bhiody Iflttlit was fought ^ Tim enemy,*' says CcJoin^ CbampHU, 
^^gavc prcK)f of a good share of military knowledge; and it.is im* 
possible to dc.«!ribe a more obstinate finuuM ef resolution tlian 
they displayed.** Tho dastardly lo^ vreign of Oode fled frMi the 
field. Tlio KngUsh were left unnupponad^ but their Are and 
their chr^rge were irresistible. 7t was not, however, till Uie xno^t 
di'^tingAi?<Iied chiefs luid fivUen, f^(httfg bravelj ei the head o( 
tlioir tr.HijKS thnt the KehiUa ranks gave way. XhenSho Nabob 
Vizi«^r 'iU‘\ his rubble made their uppcurance^ and hastened to 
pliiniiri fj;c camp of the Valiant enemies, whom they bad never 
dar'.*d t(* look in the face. The aoUiersof the Company, trained 
in an dis4tipliiic, kept nnbruken order, while tiic tents ware 
pilJjiged by Uohi* wortliU^ nllio». Bnt nsaoy voIcph were^ hoarvi 
to oxcluiin, ** Wo have had nil the fighting and tboae TOg^ss are 
to iiave dll tiie pr(*Ut.’* 

Uher. ihc horrors of Indian w:ir Mfff let loose ou the fair vallevs 

% 

and citie?: of Rnliilrund. The whole country WU 2 » in a Uaae. More 
than a hnadred thousand peopK* iled ^frotu tbeir homes to pestileii-. 
tial jungle.*:, pn'fcrring fiiuiiin.*, .ind fever, and the hauts of tigerr, * 
tn the ^nuiny of him, to wbom mi UugUsh end a Chnsliau govern*^ 
uienl h$idf for gbaiOHrid luere, sold tMr aubstapea^ and tbeir < 
I4ood, and Hio hmiour of tboir wives and d au^l s M . Cokmel 
CLuinpion rcnionatratod wlch the Nabob Vixier, end sent atroog 
representations to Fort WilHaiu; but tlic GovonKj^Apd made no 
ooQiltitoos as tu tiia mode *in which war was to carried esL 
He had troubled himst'lf r.bouS nothing bol Mb Av isos t an% 
though be migfit disapprove of Dowlah*# wnte^ haf«^ 

barity, he did not iiiiok liiraAelf anuit’d to 2 irteifa% ismfpt ^ 
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iMoa TUb ^ 63ctitei tlio flflvnii^lion cf thn 
teogrt(di6n *JfT. Hutiop. ha iiijrfl, ^couM i>nt hinwelf dtoteta 
1 o the Nabab^ Mr parmH tlio ^ of tl>f Campan/t troopa 

to dictata how tlia war ira5 t » tic carried on/' No, to be cnre* 
>In Hnttuiga had onl;r to pul down hy mnnx force the brave 
atrujf^les of innomit men fljhting fur their liberty. Their teili* 
tary re&Utanae embed, his dtitiea ended; and lit had then only 
to fold Ul oms and look on, whMe tbair viUngea were burned, 
their ahildn*: h'jteberad, and thdr women violated. Will Mr. 
Gleijt aerie: <:r mMotain thi^ opinion? la any rule more plain 
than thli, : tvLoever Tiduntarily gtre^ to anothfr irresUlibto 
powrr ov.>- liuman bdii^ ia In^tind to take enter that «uch power 
ah«i]| no: i>r larbarotiily abii:*ed ? But we beg pardon o* our rendera 
for a yAut eo dear. 

\\ c Imstcn to the end of tLia aad und di6grucrri\' iiory* Tbv 
'”:u* ceased. Tlo*; finest population in India was so^^jocted to a 
greedy, cowardly, cruel tyrant Commerce and agn-uUiire Ian** 
'Z.d^hed. TIr* rich prorince wtiirL bad tempted tit* cupidity of 
hiijab Dowiati became the meat miserable part es'cti of liii miser* 
'sble du[aiilio 2 i.*<. Tet is Ae injared nation not extii*rr. At lung 
li»tcrv.**]j glean.*^ q ( Us ancient spirit l|pve flashed ; and even 
at ?u; day. vauur, and tdf-iv.^pecr, and a cb5?alroa< teciiug rant 
\i:) and u bitter rrmembrance of tliv crimu of 

T>a :U'ub tlishiiji^Qiali tbit nohic Afghan race* To tln.«< day they 
r* \ fts the beat f4 ail sepoys at the eold ito l: und it wft.< 
very' renaricc'i, by cue who had enjoyed creat oppor- 

tumtic'S ot r'j. - rvatior.. that tlie only natives ofTiidta Uy wlio^ llie 
wgT<! ‘‘pniiirman ** car with jierfeci iWDprioty be irpplied, ore to 
be found the liolulb-. 

' WhatcTi*r \rc may think of the nit mlity of Hostings, it cannvd 
' be denied that the fiooncial rcaulla ol Iiis policy did iiunonr to hia 
'talents, in leM than two years after ho aasunuii ine government, 
be hadf liithont imposuig any additional burdrtijc ,.*t the people 
subject to his nothority, ^ed about Tuor bundr«'-l and ^ty ibou* 
sand pounds to the aundl income cf the CvTrpanv, besidei pro- 
cDring about a sullim in ready money. He had itlio relieved the 
ilnatiees of Bengal from military expenditure, mnounting to near 
a quarter of a n^n a jear, end bad thrown timt chaige on the 
V^wbof Oude. These be nc doubt that this was a resalt 
eriucb, it it !iad been dbt^ai bj lioaeat means, would bavti en* 
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him to the warmest gratitode 'if 1 h« cosmiijri aud vliid^ 
whatoeer meani obtained, r>n>ved that he |»o >l >a iU d great tda£ 
for adnbiititratioii* 

Id the mean riirltaaem hed been engaged in kw and 
grave diMniwtons on Aaintie aihim. The of liord Xlortli^ 

in the emion of 1773, iitiisxiaoed e neeiitre whM made a eMi> 
eiderahle change in the coostitution of fha ladiaB govemaMWt. 
Tliii bw, known the name of die Ibgobdiy An, prorided 
that the prasidHic/ of Bengal aboold exercise a-« 0 Dtrol over the 
other poskessaotis iff the ('ompaoy; that the tUrf of ^at {ireei> 
deney should be et^lod GuvrrnoT>Genorelt that bo'^bonld be 
aReisie<l hy four CoaonUors; and that n supine coortof jaAfcn- 
turc. runsistiog of a ebWt'justif'c and three inferier jadgaa, abecid 
be ('stabliahed at Cbdoutta. Thia court was nude independent of 
the (iov<'rnur«Ci4.oem) end Coimel), and woe intnieted whh a ebil 
and critfiiniil joriadietion oi' inmnnec and, at the aame time, of 
undefin>'d extent. ^ 

The (roTi!n) 0 l'*G«Aerai niidJCounritiore were named in the act. 
nn'i were, t.i lioM tbvir nitc.'illon'k for live veare. Haarings wns to 
be the nr.-t fiovenior-Ge'i ral. One f-f «be four new Gouncillora, 
Ml. Rarw'-ll, an experii-n t »Tvant the Company, woa (hen in 
Tndiii. 'fhe other tlir^e. '.vnenil C'lavcriag, Mr. VoDso*', aud 
Mr. Krnin ’s, were aciit om 'tom Ehglaiid. 

'I'liu abirsl of the ucw ’inciUorv was beyond all doulit, Philip 
Friiii>-i.s Uh ockuowl«dg<--i coniir.iitinutt prove that he pqsseasud 
auiMdcreble nloquenoc and inforiaaiioo. Sereral yeara pa^^ed in 
tlie public ofticea bad fotmed him to ItabtU of barineas. His 
•ajiantea bevo never deniol (hat he had a feariesa and manly 
<‘!>irit; and bit frlend.s we nr.; oii-uid. must Acknowledge that bi> 
cstiriiatu of binuelf was extravagsintly high, ritat bb temper'.va. 
irritabic, that hia deportment wrr often rude and petulant, and 
tlir.t his liatred woa of intenae bitterness and long daration. 

It is aonreely poesibb to meotinn this eminent man without 
ndverlii]^ for a moniciit to the qiieatiou which hu name at oii.r 
«'ugg'>si3 to every mind. 'W^M h? tV‘ 

Our own firm bdief b that was. The evidence is 
we think, inch as would anpport a vrniict in a dvil, lu^, in u 
'Ttminni proceeding. The hnodwritiag of Jonina b the Very 
peculiar Itandwrkiog of Fraiiab, al^htly disguised. Al to tb. 
poaltion, pursuits and eonneritm of juniua» the fdkwingiwe the 
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iafliifl^wvta&t fwts wbicb ran be eouidered M deaify pro^t 
fint, tb»t be ww acqneintMl with the tecbiucol ibrmt tt the Mere* 
tnry ct etete's office i MooiKily, thet lai^vea intimate^ aiKltiainted 
with the btnxBev of, the war office | that he, daring the 

jeer 1770^ etteiided tf^tcs in the Hhaee erf I«rdi, end tool 
note4 of qieeehee, partieolarlj of the, epeecbee of Loi-d Chatham; 
fonithljr^ that be Utta^ teaaDled the appeiatmont of Ifr. Cliaiiuer 
to the plaoa of d>;pat 3 r'aicrttat 7 >auwar; dfthly, that he vrae bound 
by aoM strong tie to (he flret Lord Holland. Now, Francis 
paisoa aomc ycarsan the aecrKtaiy of aihte'a office. He waa eub- 
seqnentiy chivl clerk of the wgr-offioe. He repeated}}' liu-ntJoncd 
that he bod himaelf, in l?7<h heard lyecehe* of I^jrd Clmthnm; 
a||)J M>!uc of these speeehee were aetud^ printed fi-om hia notea. 
lie rceiffned Lis clerkah^ at the trafsiffiee fiwn n!>'']iiuicnt at the 
uppidntiDcnt of Mr. Cbamfer. It waa I^.Lord II •Ituiid tliat he 
first introduced itrto the pabUe aerviee. Nov.', Ii-. rc arc five 
marks, ail of which ought to be fooad in Juniu^ Tliey nre ali 
five found in Francis. We do Tint betiere tliat mori tfian two of 
tb'nu enu bo tound in any other pi'iaon wh/iicvcr. If this argu« 
m«nt douajiot settle the qncation, tliere is aii end ol ail I'casoning 
on circumstantial evideiuia. 

Tl.u interaal oridcoce aeciua t'■ us to point the san’c way. Th< 
siyl-; of Francis bears a atron;: r- ^loiblaiice to tliat cl .Tunios; nor 
arc we di»poa«d to admit, what i'’ .'caerally tuken lo. ;^rant(al, th.^ 
the ack!>oiv1edged c<'tu()oritions of Friiads arc ver} devided)}' in- 
fc:iur to the anonymous letters. The argument frum interiority, 
at oil events, is one wiiioh may be urged with at cijcat force 
against > very claimant that has ever been meuCktacd, with iho 
atogiu citr^'piion of Burke •, and it would be q waste of time to 
prove tii.-it Burko was aot Junioa ^ad what ooaclusiun, after 
an, oaa be drawn from mere iafcriorlty ? Every writer moat 
prodnee his licst work; and the interval between his best worit 
and lda second beat work may be vuy ^ide indeed. Noliody wilt 
aay that tbe hM letteM of Jdiuis are aorc fiocide*Uy $u|)erior (o 
tba sduiowhdgei week* $f FfmcU tbaa dtrcc or four of Our- 
iMitte*a tragedies to the rest, than t^ypaa or four of Ben J«asa^ 
coilmdiea to the nst, than the PygrUb Frogreaa to the otbob’ 
works of Bonyaa, thM Bon Qakiole tek.4lic othv works of 
(Cervantes. Nay, it ii eextaiu tbst Jnntai^ whocvfir^ Jtava 
been, was a flMMt wm^mI writer. To go no furdterNhan Iho 
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letten whiefa bear tbe Higtwture of letkT to ibe W 0 f» 

ud the letter* to Hcoite ’I'ooke, hare little la oonmuD, except ^ 
uperitj (and asperf^ «u an i^redlaat nMoatr waoting either la 
the writings or in the apeechea of^Freadi. 

' Indeed one of tbe stroageiit Toeetna for haUenng tbat Fkaseis 
woa JunHts ia tbe moml reaemblaace between ^ two mea. It li 
not diffiealt, ftan the letters whiob, under saciaBS signature^ are 
known to hare been written (7 Jaaius, oad fiaoi hia deahaga sritli 
'Woodfidl and e^vrs, to forta a tt^rably f»iteet notion of his 
character. He was dearly e tats not destitute of reel patriotitn 
and niagnuniinity, e man whose vieea were not of a sordid kind. 
But he miiiit al«o have beaa a uan in the hijrhert dugree arrcqnat 
and iniolciii. a man [irone to maleToIeocc, aud prone tc tbe error 
of miatokiTi? liU melevolcnee for pabUc virtue. “ Doest thoii well 
to be ungi’v f' was the qnettion uked in old time of the Ilahrew 
prophet. .And bo answered) **1 do wt-ll.** This wea evident} 7 *tbe 
tenipri’ of .iuiituH; and to tbia cause we attribute the aavag- 
cruelty wlucii diigroctes BCTersI of bU letters. Ko man is so 
nierciltth> n* lie who, under a dmtg s^ lf-delusion, oonfounds bis 
antipatl)i'’x with bis dutii^s. It may be added that Junius, though 
allied witli the dcniocmiic jKirty rciumon enmities, was the 
very opiK^ite of a democratic politieiun. While sttnekini.' in* 
dividtiuN with a furoetty wbiob perpctuuily violated all tbe laws 
of litcroiy warfare, he rr^'srded the most defective parts of edd . 
Institutions with a rerpect amounting; to pedautry, pieeded the 
cao.ao of Old Serum with fervour, and contemptuuu^y told- the 
cnpiialists of Hnnehester and Leeds that, if tb(;y wanted votes, 
tliey ^ight bay Innd and become freeholders ct IsaDCasbire and 
Yorkshire. All tbits believe, migliC stand, widi scarcely any 
clinngt*, for a character of I’hiUp Francia 
It is not strange that the great anonymous writer should have 
beAD willing at tiiat tine to leave the coontry which hod been i>‘> 
powerfuny stin-ed by his eloquence. Every thing had goim aguin.-^t 
him. THht party wliich he clearly praferred to every other, the 
pnrQr of George Grenville^ bad been acaftered by the death of its 
i-hii.d'; aad L«ni Saflblk h:id led the greater pert of it over to the 
minit'tcriol bm-i-hea. Tlie fenaent produced by the Middlesex 
electien hud gi'tv; down. Krery bictioti must luiire beea elike an 
placet of aversion to J>n>.ui>. His ep' ■i'>ns on domestic adiiira • 
leperiited Jiim Iroui the in.uisttyi his i uicus oti eelosiiel afi'aixa 
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iKHB tia' u pp ttntf on. Under neh qmHMluicei, )ix Ihd' tfa«6irn 

down Mb pen fa tanantfarapIeaL deipnir. Hie faiArtf letter to 

WoodfaH been fate Uie Bueteeath of JaMirp 177S. Ih Ant letter, 

he dedured that he muat be na ^dioHe write ; that he had 
aeaat w«U by the eaotc aad the ptAliei that both were given up ; 
that tSaitt were not tea am who wadd act steadily togMhnr on 
apy qneftfaii. ^ " B.it It is all alike,’* lie added, “ vile and eon- 
teaipdUe.* Tori have never flinebrd that 1 know of; nnd I shall 
otass^e f«}aiM> to bear <rf yoar prosperiqr.* These v.vt the last 
wer di of Janina In a year Uroui that tiaie^ ftUip Fmneu was on 
las voyige tf’ Bengal 

ICith the three now Couneiliors came oal the m<ige* of the 
Si'prciuo Court, The chief jnstk'o wat> Sir Etiish Impsy. Ha 
was or old ac^nalntanea of Bastings; and it is prolcMe that tba 
Govfmor'General, if he had seaa-hed throt^h nil the Inns oi' 
court, coaid not have found an cqual^ aerviceabli'^ ii’Oi. Bat the 
tupcibors of Council wore by no means in an obsequious mood. 
Hanitigs greatly dislik<{d tke new fonh of goveniniciit, and had 
no verj- liigh opinion ci bit eoad.intors. They had ihvird of this, 
and wore dls^>os(’il to be 8aqacioii<< and punctilious. When men 
lire: in such a fraun: of mind, any trifle is sufficient tr. irw occasion 
..<! iljsniilc. ’riif members of Conned expected a sa'n:: of twcMlj - 
• 0 coni from the batteriea of Fort William. HiiOmus allowed 
only ecMuttean. 'ITi^ burded la ill-humoiu. The first 
i-i'.iiitii-s were exchanged with .-/.W reserve, fhi il.e morrow 
i .mir'•need that long ijuarrtd which, afW disuai:tii:g British 
JnOix wn-^ renewed in Kiigland. and in which all tlie most emin'ait 
Statesmen and orators of tlie age took active paj l on one or the 
ot}ii*r sicl*. 

Hastings was suppoctcil by Bocxell They Iiad not always been 
friends. But tfte arrival of the new membeis of Cooocil from 
England natumlly Iiad the effect of uniting the <nd servants of the 
Company. ('I iventigj. i^son, an^ Franks formed the mmority. 
They instanuy wrested the goven.ment out of tiic 
Hastings, condemned, certainly not without ju.>fiee, Ifa late 
dealings witit the Nabob Tkici^ rccailed the Ensli It agwH ftom 
Onde, nod sent thithor a oreature of tbelr own. ordcrad the 
brigade which had oonqnerod lii unhappy Buhi’. 4 ui nton to 
the Compnrys territori^ and in-- ;uted a sever-: uiquiiy iAto the 
conduct 01 the war. Next, iu of the Ccvcruor.Gdnoml’s 
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Ifciy pnemM t» escrdNj'te bom intiiHwilt 
nwMi^ tlbato acnr Mtbority over the pretideaciaftK 

ihttm dl tho.-oftin of Bomhi^ into eoai h rfoB i Mtd jfi tiuftl W L 
nHh m ia w B ^ BrfoB of wtb nrt o M ri fuM wiii . in the 
dt«pittM’«f ^'Hlhrini govenuacMi ^ Mmo ti«ie lliiipr 
fell 00 tbo h| t Wgi|.>dmiat»tratfoc of Bfl^pp, wd atUdbiivtfMt 
wbote fiseol aoi JoCoioi BjrMon, o lyM O B wm imderirtodijr 
defective boft vriddi H was voy improboUo thrt gideiiwi fratb 
from Eogkad ir«^ Iw conpeiut to UBoad. Ihe offMt of tMr 
roforuiB wu tbil aS fvoteetioo te life and prepet^ wthtowm, 
and tnftt gang* of lobbeta pluadvod and daiif^itaral 9|i||i {fl^naby 
in tbo TC17 Mbovb* of Caleotu. Haating* aoati^Ml tt» fivo^ in 
tbe GoverniiieBt*boa«e, and to draw the aalaiy af Govavaor* 
Genornl. He eontinded even to take the lead a* Ae coefiil' 
boArd in tbe traniaction of ordinasy busioeMj Sot hu oppenoiU 
oould not blit feel that be knew aiaeh of whicb were ignolhai, 

and that iw decided, both tardy and tpeediiy, many questua.'i 
whicb to them would have Iwb hopeleMly poBliaf. Bat thei 
biglier {inwera of goremiBMt and tie meet valnabb patrou^ 
liud been iiikcn from him. 


The naiin-R aooo found thia oot. They eootidered him as a 
fallcu man; and they acted after tbdr kind. Some of our re^ara 
may bare f^ecn, in India, a eluud of crows pecking a sick vulture 
to death, no bad type of wUst happtfof in tb«t coontrjp u ofteo 
aa fortune dasorta one who baa b^n greit i&d dtmibi 1a an 
iuauiut, aU tbo ijoopbanta who had Utelx bMi readj to for 
hiiD. tti forge for hiin, to pander for him, to polaon fiar him, haatuo 
to pulchaw the favour of liia vicioriooa eoemm hy oeeniiDg faiiD« 
Aa Indian goversineot haa oul/ to lei it be understood that it 
*vi^ht<s a particaUr men to be ruined } end, in tir«ntjr4biir 
will bo fumiibed with greve charges, aupportad ^ depositions^ 
no full Sind circttoatantial that any person unaccnatcoMd to iistaiic 
mundacity would regard tbom as deeiiive« It is wall if the sig-» 
natora o^tbe deatiued vietim is not v^onterfaitad at the foot of 
setuo iUegal compact, and if some treoaimaUa paper ii not alipp^rl 
into a hiding-;»laoe in l>U house. Hastings was now v^arded as 
helpless, Tht.: pw to maka or uuir the fortune of every man 
ill iiengil hod {wsaed. us is secrat^, nto the handa of the new 
Oouiicillori. liuaadint* !y ohargas the Govamor*Gfnc*ml 

began to potir iiu Tii were eager!;• ^vclcomed by iha nuijorityp 


2S uytm^ 

vtei to do |bsm juntioOi won men ijt too muoh liononr koowingly 
to conDtoouoo &bc^ ikccoiattoiu^ boi wbo wore;iic»t eufflde&Uj 
ocriuamted with the VMt to be awm that, io tiiat part of the 
world, a Tory Kttk ciieoartfcment from power will ciJI forth» in a 
week, iDore Oateaes, and Bedloe^ and Dangerfielda, than WohN 
wunater Hall aoea in a contary.. 

It would hare been atrmnge indeed if, at such a jiineture, 
Ntincom^‘hod remaiood quiet That bad man wat stimulated at 
<mee by mali^nitj, }tf avarice, and by onbitiofL TSok waa the 
time to be avca|^ on hit old rneiny, to wftsak a ?nidge of 
•eventeen ye;irt, to eatabliah himtell* in the ftvuur of rlie majority 
of the Council, to become the |;r«^teat native in BoiKrnt From 
tht linit} oi* tiie aiTival of the new CuuncilUm, he pt^id the 
n)o«t .narked to them, and h»d in ctinM^ocare bo^.n «;xr1fMled. 
witi) all indi^ir;% from the Government^^honao. He }i«*w put into 
t!ic hancl& of Frnicia* witli great «n»rei&ony, a pnp^r nmlaitiing 
aeveral charpea <the moat •eriou^ deacription* By tai< document 
Hastings waa no of patting ctiicca ap to sale, tuiu *»f receiring 
bnl>''> tor sufiLniig offenders to escape. In nnrticuiiiv, it waa 
a! e^e<I that hhJiommed Res*i Khan had been with 

i'lijiu^dty* in ecn^iideration of a .^rraf sum paid to the Uovornor* 
Vnt.'al. 

aead the pa)fer in Council. A violent altercation fol- 
low d. UHstiu/t* cmpplaiiivd iri hitter terms of the wny in which 
he W8'* treirtci, .pokr wi?j* amtcnjiM of Nuncomur and of Nunco- 
iiuir*9 uc^;uwttionr and iU.ih'd the right of the Council to ait in 
judgment ffi\ the Govorr>v;t. At the next meeting of the B<air<I, 
another e jnuiiunication frcni Kuncomar waa prodiK cd. lie re- 
qnosted i.e might be permituni to attend the Counei), and that 
he might oo heard in aupporc of his uav*rtio:iiC AfiotUer 
tuoua debate U>ok place. The Goremor*(ii*nera] roLintuined that 
the councii-ruoro was not a proper jdace for such at) invtvtigwtiou ; 
that from per^^nn who wore heated by duUy confli<’i w ith lUin he 
could not expect the faimeaa of judges; and thut lie could not, 
without betraying the digSiQr of hia submit to hr confmitod 
with such a toan as Nnoemur* TIh majority; hov. r ver, rea^ved 
to go into the charges. Hastme< Mse, de^dai^ tL* nittiw at qn 
^ CD^ and left the room, followed h\ I'uVwdl. 'J'he i^dier 
' kept their scats, voted themselves rr^uueU, put ( layering ia ilto 
.clmir, and ordered Nuneoiaar to ie* mlled in* 2sifn* ‘omar not only 
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ndtifFfid to the origin^ c-bnr(;’es - 0$ MiImi ci Oe KmI^ 

produced a large luppleiceiit. HO jrt*tc I JlMtiiige had re> 
oeived a great sum for appointiog Qawd— treuorer of ^ 

Natwh’s liouwhold, and fnr coam^tiiAg the aami 0f Ua Highaes^i 
person to the Moanj Begnm. He put in a IrtMr pnrportigg t» 
benr thifseal of the MunnyBcgom, for the jattypit ef estaWMihg 
the truth of hia story. The Mel, whetlmr feig af, m Hastiiigl ef' 
tinned, or gonumc, as wo are rather inellaed t>.Wie/e> jwoved 
nothing. NuBComnr. as every body kaowt who kMNri India, bad 
only to ti-11 the Miinny B<^um that nidi • I ntf wocU gire 
pleasure to the nujority of the ConneU, in order to proeore her 
attestation. The mojorit), howerer, voted that the dknrge «os 
made out: that Hastings Lad corruptly roecived b iA n een thir^ 
and forty tliouaand pouin!.-*; and that he ought to be ccimpuUiW to 
refund. 

'llic gcm'i'fll feeling fttiKiQg the English in Bengal wna etron|^ 
in favour "t'tlie Govcnior-Geoeral. Li talenia lor husineas^ in 
knowlcdgf of the rountrv, in general n-urtesy of demeanour, he, 
w:is decidedly superior tu Ida pcraecut>.r4. The aervmnta of the 
Company iiaturaUy disposed to side with the moot die* 

tingulslipd roemher of tlicir own bo>Iy against n glerk from the 
wai'-offive. u ho, profoundly ignorant ut the native language! pad of 
the nativ eliaracter, took on himself to regulate every deportment 
of the odruinistmtion. Hastings, however, in spite the general 
sympathy of his countrrtucn, was in a most painful stMtion. 
’riieri*. was etiU an appeal to higher autbori^ in England. ^ that 
autiutrity took part with bis eoeuiies, nothing wu left tn him hot 
to throw up Ilia office. He accordingly plaeed bis teaignatinn in 
the hands of his agent tn Z/oadon, Coload Macleane. Bat Mac> 
Icanc was instructed not to prodnee the reaignatioB, QDk'^s it 
sliould bo fully ascertained that the foaling at the India House waa 
iidverse to the Gnverniv>GeiieraL 

Tlie triumph of Noocomar seemed to be oomjdcee. He held a 
daily leVee^ to which his coontrymmi resorted in uuofd^ and to 
which, oa'\me oceaskm, the aHpori^ of the Cowndl eondesoended 
to repair. His house waa an office for the pnrposp of reeeivii^ 
charges ^inst the GovetaortGeni-ral. It waa mid that, partly 
l^ thrmta, and partly by wbetidllng. (he viDonoua had 

indnoed many of the wealtiilost then • ' the piwiaoa to mmd ht> 
(snnplaints. ^ he was playing a { rilous gaom, ]| ma Wd 
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Sifo Mouita and of Auoh d^er- 

mtanlteii # Kunoointr, witk all hU Acutenois^ did not 

nudeni^ ttie naiiire of tLc iniitUittMms under wbich he lived. 
He aai^ll ^hi faui with lym the 1n^)oritj uf the botfy wbieh tnede 
troatiesi fove plecea» raised taxes, like separation between poli¬ 
tical and jofidal functions was a thing of whicli he had lio eon* 
ceptiom It had probablj never oeeurrcd to him that there was in 
Bengal an^thori^ perfectly independent of the Gonncih an au- 
thoritj which oould protect one whom the Conncil wished to 
destroy, aud send to the gibbet oik* whom the Council wished tu 


! 


protect. Yci such wus the tact. The Supreme Ooiii't was, within 
the spilt ;v of its own duties, attestker ind^endent of the ijovcrii- 


tmeut. llastings with his usii:il sagacity, bed p.H»n how luuch 


nrlvniiVigc he tni;rbt derive from ; ^'sossing htmsch r*!* this 

l.ol.l; uud he h:id ected accordii. ly. The ^ cspi^cinUy the 

1*1 id MusticCi were boetile to minority of i\v- i/uuncil. Xlie 


tiiac had now come for puttin;* this formidable inucbinery into 


action* 


a sudden, Calcutta wuis a <r>uQ(lcd by the :n ws that Nun- 
cucnir had hof.it taken op on n tnirge of ibioiiy, ronimitted, lunl 
thrown into the coaaiDon gaoh Tho crime inipi:tecl to him wa« 
that rix years before he bed h ''jed a bond. I'hr (wton^ihle pro¬ 
secutor was a native* But It v tliea, and Mill i*^. i!ie opinion of 
everybody, id iots and b i og rapli^jrs eyg}kt<>(L that Hastings was 
the real mover in the businea^. 

Th ragn of the majority rum* tc» (lie bigbeat jxnnt. Hiey pro¬ 
tested against the pruceeditp's of the Suproine Court, anri sent 
Sf.veral urgent messages to tl*e Judges, demanding that Nunconiar 
sboold Iw admitted to bail, Tho Judge^i rjtumi*(l haughty and 
reaohite sn-wers. All that tue Council could do was to henjk 
honours uud emoluments on tbe family of Nuncomar \ and this 
they did. In the mean time the aariacs commercial; o true bill 
was (bund; mid Nuneoruar w*us brought before Sir £lijab 
and a jury composed of Englishmen. A great quant}^ of con- 
tradiotory swearii^ and ib^ ne easity of having evoiy word of 
tbe etid^ce interikreted, protracted tbe trial to a most unusual 
length. At lost a verdict of guilty was returned and the Chief 
Justice pronounced ^ntmet of dvstb oe the poiaoMt; 

Hiat Impey ought to have reapiti d Nnneomar we hpU to be por- 
fj^tly clean Whether the whole proccediogivaa not^igai, is A tpii* 
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tIon« Bat it fa cwtiua that, whtwgthiy fcw been, teeordfagte 
t«ebaical roles of ixuutmction, thetiffe^of'^ ilotate nBderi*4ii(4 
the trial took place, it was mostmaioft to bani; » , H iadoo for f< 
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known (b the aetiTOiaf Indfau It hed fterer tew in execuCte 

emoog tlieiDi certainlj not #v went of deUte^te Wte 

liighett teree ehoekii^ to lU their notions Mtoo* 

coftoTned to the dietioctioo wbioh inmny circwmitMce^ peedUtr# 
our own ftetc of iocaetj, heve led m to moke Mtwcea 
other kindi of cboiiing* ^be coanterfUimf of o acoI hi their 
eftioiolton, a common act of twindiing t nor had ft efte cfOMd 
their mindi that it wat to be punUied ns eorerelj $g ipwig^robbej^ 
or assAfeiuatioD* A juft ju<te woQhl» beyond ail doobti biiTO 
served the case for the conaadentieo of tho aorerdte* 
would nut hear of mercy or delaj* 

The I'xcitemeni among all elaeaea wu gvoeL Vteicit md 
FmnctsV lew Knglifh atUiereuU deacribed Urn Gorenor-Geoeral 
and t]i<* Chief Justiro as the wont of mnrdererir Cbrerinp, it 
WAS aoitl. swore that, even at the foot of the fellows^ Ntmeomer 
siiould bo roseueds Tbo bulk oi* the Kumpeen aoeia^, ^tboi^h 
strongly nttachod to the GorenoF^Generak eonU wot bnt feel 
compawoi) for a man who, with ell hie crimei^ h^.fp teV fiUod 
so large a space in thoir sight, wbo -hod been gtet and powerful 
before th^ British empire in India began to exist, and to whom, in 
tltc old tunes governors and members of eonecil, thea tterf^eum^ 
incr<;ial furors, had pmtl court for proteetion* Tbe tefing of the 
Ilirdoof wail indnitelj atrongcr. Tb^ were^ iodeedt ^ ^ p(*oplc 
to strike oae blow for their coontryniiuL But his aaiWeneC' filled 
them with sorrow and dismay. Tried oven by their low standard 
of morolityi he was a bad mam Bn^ bad as be was, he was the 
head of their race and religion, a Brahmin of the Brahmins He 
had inherited die parust and highest easte. He had practised 


with tho g r ea l os t punctuality all those core monies to wbidi tlia 
liupemstioos ascribe far more ImpoftaBoe tiian to the 

oom*ct disehaige of tbe social duties 'ibey fbl^ Amwfiffo, as a 
devout Cadtolfe ha tbe doik ages wonld bare fdt, at eeeiiig a 
prelate of the highest di^hity sent to the gallows by. a eeetex 
tribunal. Aecordbig to tbeir <dd national laws, e ooald 

not be put to detft Ibr any cite whatever. And the grime fci 

e S 
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wUeb KitMMr vna •boot t'l wm regarded-I7 in tnarfi 
Iti ii Mmn lUm In II hi nh ttir leDiiigof an unaoaiMl honeb Ibr a KHiod 
price, b ngiiBM by a Toiiihiro jockey. 

The Kiilliitdmane elooe a{^k«r ‘ta hare eeM virii exnltarioD the 
fate of-tlieifpirerfal Hiadoo. whe atiempled to risfi by xneana 
of^endBe/Uabotnaied BeuKban. The Hahotomedan historian 
of tboee thaee takes deUffit in ogj^ratitig the ekarge. U« aamircs 
that in^oncotoar^ be ece a cniket waa iband containing cotin* 
tocMli of the nds of alt tiie richest men of the province. Wo 
lipepevcr faleaha witti any other authori^lhr this story, wliirit 
-.jlKJtfdf >-> by no aieans improliable. 

. day drew near 1 and Num'oatar prep ar ed himself to die with 
dksit quiet Ibrtitnde with which the Itcogalce. so efibminntely timid 
in pcraoual conflict, often encounters cnlamities for w'aich there is 
no remedy. The sheriff, with tl'.c humanity which is seldom 
wtintuig in an Kiiglish gentleman, visited the prisnn<-r on the eve 
of the execution, and assured him that no iodulgcnr''. consistent 
with Ute law, should be refused to him. Nnneoninr expreued his 
gratitude with great poHtOMes :i!td uoahered compu-iire. Not a 
muscle of his luce inoved. Not u sigh twoke from him. He put 
' bk finger to hib foreboid, and culmly uid that futo would have 
its wsy, and that there was no resisting the pleasure of (lod. He 
sent ids eompliuieats to Francis, Clavering, au'l Monsoo, end 
charged them to protect Goorda% who was about to Iwcome 
the bead of the Brabnuus ol' Beiigal. The sheriff withdrew, greatly 
- agitat-^ by what bad passed, and Nanemuar sat composedly down 
to write notes nod examiii'' a^nmuoU. ^ 


Tbe next moraiag^ before the sun was in his power, an immense 
eoneonrse osacmlded round tbe place where the galWws liad been 
Mt np> Grief and horror were on every &ee ; yet to the last the 
moHitade could hatdfy believe that the English really purposed to 
take the life of the p«*it Brahmiu. At length tlie wournfol pro 
eewien came tbe crowiL Koneomar ut up in bis palan- 

qeln, and. looked round him with nnahemd tnvnity. He hi^ just 
parted from those who were most nearly conaecicd with bim. 
neh* cries and eontorrioas had appalled tbe £uFO)>ean ministers 
of ji^ce, but had not produced the smallest effect m the iron 
otsW^ of the prisoner, The only aaxtoQr which be expressed 
‘VM^hst men of bis own priestly '^uto ndgbt be in atteudiytee to 
Wm charge of his eorpse. lie agnin dasltad to be remembered to 
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hlfl friend* ia An Conncilp muted with fimmeiib nd 

gftve the siftbd to ibe eai«cutigner^ '1^ nomeat that the dtop 
fdl, a howl of tovrov aod ilnpri^ roee from the jncunMniUe 
qiect&tors. Huodreda turmrf awaj.their 'frwM icom the pQUodoC' 
eight, fled with loud wailiDga towarda the Boogknr. aud 
into Ha bolf watera, aa if to iHtrify themaelras froia the gai||-tf 
Iiaving lotdteil on auch a crime, llieae fceUng* were not rmiflnfid 
to Calcutta. The whole priniiiM wee gri-atljr e^ted; and the 
poptUatiou of Dacca, in particular, gave strong aigBe of grief and 
diamay. 

Of JjiTfjV ;t ig iinpowiUu to epe^ too serendy. We, 

have alrt-iwly laid tWt- it\ yyi-njiinj^ji^hc fafiirfa^ i 

to. reniite ^^uacontfiu. 2Co ntioa^^puin can doubt ^ jijl be too 
thia MurM: in onI«^ to grat ify th e ^bvcnior* 
ever had uny donhOTon tKalpothCt^'T would Wra been diapeOQd 
by a louvr which hlr. Gleig haa puhiishad. HaaHag^ thm er ‘ 
four year* later, dcocribed Impey as the man **to whoM auppoct) 
he was at one time indi htud for the niiety of bti fertmte, lionoor, [ 
and reputution.* These aojong Horda cao reiar only to' the uaab 1 
of 2funcosi<ar{ and thvy must mean that Impey ban^td Ifunconar | 
in order to support ilasunga. Jt is, thcrefwe, oar ddiberato ’ 
opinion tli.'tt Impey, aitting aa e judt.'e, put a mao M))****^ ^ i 
^ath in i>r<lcr to serve a pditieal porpf«e. -i 

But w’e l>H)k on the c.unduet of Hastings in a soinfnvhai dilTerent 
lighc He was struggling fur furtuae, honour, liberty, all that 
makes life v -.luehle. llu was beset by rancorous and unprineipled 
(uieiiiieit. I'rom hia colleagues he coold expect no justice, lie 
cannot i>e hlamed for wisliing to etwab bis uccusen. He was 
indeed bound to use only legitimate meaM ibr that end. But it 
was not strange that be ^ould have tlraaght any meant legitimate 
which were pronounced iegitiomte by the aages the law, 
men whose pt%:uUar duty it was to deal jus^y betwemi sdveraariea, 
and whose chI ucation might be supposed tah^ peonUarly qualifted 
them fur the discharge uf that dntj. fropn g 

party the i^nbeodiiig equity of .a jo^. 1|a reasoa 4at jo^es 
are nppuinteil is, that even a g^ man canamm tt Mto d to 
a cause m which ||P)** lunuclf concerned* jk a dqy pamin am 
which an honest prosecutor does not ask fbnjprhaft mMt bat a 
diahonest tribunal would'grant. It ts too aittdh to tbit 

as/ man, when his dearest interests arc at stake, sai Ms aumLf .iiy 



av'AESSV 

pMitonB nil), ofl tCfttBit feiMidC b* more iwst tton tke 

iwyn inipirf^ !Bf jijfttoM I'd tab*.'ii uslogtfis «M ftotn the 
HUmr •f iwitlWB uland: mippoM -^bat Lord StdRird, when in 
tha'tfoval on aa^nekm nf mummil in Ae Popish plot, 
hs4 ifptised that 'Titos Cbtaa liad ioam oonetbing whieb 
inigblf bf a <t*»itiuastli omiilnoitfuit, be bfoog h t onder tne head 
of fdMjjh Sl^tld vra jBOarelj U#m Lend Staff^ ia the supposed 
eas^ W nosing a MMutioiri to ,be I ns ti to ted, for fornishiiig 
Mb tor liking aU h> |a4*eept the merev of the 

Oroin f Wo think; *•(.. < u a Ii>|Nd. flrom favour to the 
OidMlic Icirds, were to sMda the )*» in order to hang Oates, stieh 


wqM ricIil]r4AMrT6 iiupf»a<*hnieQta But it doi^s not appear 
lof^tfattt the C-uthi^e lord, by brinjrios tlie ease betbre the judge 
Iv Vision, t^'oold DMtariallj the liakt <A a aulf* 

4ijffncc. \ ' •**' 

While, therefor^ ira not daobt that this ne» 

tt4)rabtc oecutioD. fa to ho %ttrib.ite4^|p Butingi v.e d odpt 
yj^iker it caa vith«qlfahJito/<:cihQBBlji^ Tbt 


his coodoet was dietat 
Ip. a mfiKVitjr in Cp<y 
in 0 ninor:;;. Vlfll 

^af aKdr dancVlUpB 

hmor.ent inlabitaot o 
wa?« r-ut in 


:y^ i 


Ov the most 

>' who nn&r the frown of {iMac> 
1)lack pOyfilVifm" of Bengal a pWee- 


boiu< >i i lace-huBtetif' a govenmiealbbBBanh who did not tbbik 
that lu niizlit better himstdr \tj kcitdiiif op a depiJkiiion agdntt 
die Govern ’r-GeoesaL iJiid»r them rireomstances, the pwse^ 
euted atare!-:;»aii roselTed tc ti'seh tfaa ig&A crew of accussro sod 
wiaieSMs that, though in a miooritj at w connetUhoard, he was 


■tiU te be feared. The lesson whidi he gave them '.vu* indeed a 


lesson not to be ibrgotten. The bead of the coatbiuation which 
hed been formed agsiost him, the ricbosC^ the most powcrPnl. th» 
most artfal of the Hindoos, distingiuahai hj the favour of thwe 
wlio tbm h^ld the government, fenced reo^ hf the npeistitious 
veverenae of millions, wee longed in broad before min^ thou- 
mnds nf fwople* Ever/ tb^ that ooold mike the woitiiag im- 
liaessivat ^gnitj fai the snferer , solemnity in the proceeding, was 
fomd in this case. The helplros ragennd vaon struggles of tha 


QsuaeU made the triumph mon* Kignah From riut moment the 
eonrietion of every native was tlmt it was safer to take the P?« 
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of Hastings in • niMrig' l^noos in « majoritj’» i»4 

tliat h« who wna so yenr<iroat os to join.te runaiog down tiM 
Goremor-Gcnsnl night chaap^ in tbe, |bvse of die £«»tem 
poet to timl • dgsTy vhile beriUng the jangto-ior a d>.*er. The 
Toicefi ui' n tlionta^ infwmera rilcnosd in an instant Fran 
that titoe, whaterer diffieuldea HastiBga a^bt hare to cnoMntar, 
faii WM nev<'.r molaiiMl bj geonanliogl iinM| nctivss of Indik 
It is a r>iPiarkaMa.l[iiaoata»sil thultone of. tb* of 

Hastings.to HVv«1IM^KVhais dale a terjr fnr houn after the 
dead) <)f Kugeart^. *i^ta tba srbole w^ttleaieDt w* in r<.<iun) 0 ' 
tioii, whilaf^ ■'kilty and' aMknt prie»ti>oud were weepiug orcr 
th« remuinf of thatr cbiel^' the eonquoror in that denlk 
sat down, with <liaraf:l< risti<: aetf'pueseeeion, to wriM nbont the 
1'our u> the UnriUe^, Jooeb'e Peni^ Grmmoiar, aaid lha blnot;, 
iriiditions, arte, and o^und^pruducUoas <d' India. 

iu (be uicflo tuga. intelliBsuee of the BohiUnwar, and of tl>>i 
first dispiilee between Hading* •nd his aoOnHa^Jhld raaciivd 
London. 'Ae Uiractora toshfaib-Wit'a tbb'i^gppH^-iant out 
u letti’r tilled with seretv T<anHuius '-n the eondn^ of Hastings 
Tliujr coadeoine^ iu tor.us, die iniq^y^of undta^ 

takiug utT.'itSTa o.f. 4 ieciwJ^ 'adxautagH. 

But bhoy utt^j (oet'<it thi^ if Iksitoqe Itad by iltidt mflans 
.obtaiiii-d ijccnninrj advantages, lie bad done so, not for his own 
lienRfit, but ia order tu aieot tlwie demands. To enjoin^ hageaty, 
and to iIl^^st on having vbgt coidd nm^.hh hooesdy.JH^ ««'»■$ 
t&vrn tiiti vonstaiil praPttOS'-k.tho Cosopanyw * ~ T 
says of iuir liasbsud, they ‘'vWld nsfe p^ flds^- 4 N|i^W' 1 *onM 
wrongly wUi.’' • ■ 

.The Bc^ulaiiiig Act, by which -Hsodngs had &«n appcdoted 
tio^'ernor'Geoerai for fiv.: ycai% empowered die Csoerp to rimiOTo 
liiu on UK address from tUe Con^y. TfSik )isrtli was dcsiroui> 
to procure such an address. The three idl^iirii of Coanctl who 
bad aent 0 |tt from hhigland were ■ea of hit own ehmee. 
Oenerid C')averiaK in puticular, w«s topported by a Igige gtrlia- 
mentitry conne-xitKi, such sa bo eoUnet could bo dneliadi to 
disoblige Tim wish of the niotsterwas to ditplsgs sad 

to put Clavering at the bead of tlm govemnei^. tn this’ Coiyt 
of Direetore parties wefo very m .^rly haianeed Ebven ^idld 
against Hastings ^ tea for hini. 'rhe Caaii of Fwyr ie tori whs 
then vonveoed. The grant saie^ruum presented a aiagidar sp*' 
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lud been lOMbf/M'Secretary of the TroAntirjr. 
of |}IWM^uiit wlio held India t^toek 
to be fn oMMiniMe* S$ai3MA iHtoballed the frionde of the 
ailntaiiatmtidki with hie tisoel 'deiiiulftji' and elertne&i« Fifty 
Ii«er« «iii priftf eouneniorw $dAom aeUi. «o flir eeeti^nsih ^ore 
oountotf in the crowd. The debate iafted tilt midniglit. The 
oppemdH of HasUngf lied e emoB fi^erioii|;y on the division t bnt 
a helM dae iltmmidrd ) end tberMh wee thet tbo Gor<-mor* 
triuri|ihed hjr e oH^irritjof above e hnndnd ^otca over 
the ddbibiiK^d oifbni ^ llto iHriTtore and the Cabinet Tinr minia- 
tendtero greatly emperated hyihisdetet Even Lirfd North 
loilhW tontiior, no ordiaarv’ t^cfiimmce with hta. n\d threatened 
tobconvok*' fariiament before Chrk.4taa^ and to brm^ in a hill 
for depriving ihe Company of all inditioai power« su<l t re^trict^ 
ifig it to its old busineae of treiUn;; >ti alka tad ttta^. 

Colonel who ibrou^**; all this eonflirt hn-) f^alotisly 

illpjioned the cause of Hs•tIog^ no^r thought thot iu> i mploycr 
)^*as iu imminent danger of bdug toraed oat» branded %vith pitriiu* 
mentary cen^ups perhaps proaecutrd. Tile c^noim o^' tne crown 
Urycra had aircady been taken re^eeting sumo of tin* 
Gorernor-^' <.^ndoctt It se'^med to be high \u think 

of secip'inc rui honoureMo rctrc:it. (Titder these eifi'imstnnfvsi, 
Maclcaiie tannghi hiais^ josHfird in prodoci/ig the n .sgontion 
Yitvi whmh he had been intriM«^L The iiistrumeni wav not in 


Ten accurst^* form t but the Direrton were too esgi r tc he seru* 
pulsus. They accepted the ;v*«ignHttODf flaed on Jlr. Wiwdcr, one 
ipf their oy)i hudy, to soccecd Hastings^ and sent <mi unl^rs iiiat 
General as senior mcnibiTof Council txcroise 

the faactinfi« of Cb>vemor«Gen*'ral till lfr« Wheler shetfid arrive. 

Bat| while these things were {W'^Mug hi England, v at change 
bod taken plict^ in BcngaL Slonson was no tnop*. Only four 
members of tic^ government were left# Clavering and Francis 
were oo one «da^ Bam ell and the Governor-General on the othf-r; 
and the Goveroo^Gener^l had the ensring vote. Hasting wlio 
had been during two ywira dfutitute of all power and patronage, 
booamo ai once abaolnt^*. Ho io^untly proceeded to retaliate on 
Ws odveraaries. Their maasnrei wcr<« rcreraed: tlioir ereaturea 


wore displaced A nen* valuation 4if the luada of Uengalt for the 
of taxmion, wjis <wdarcd: ai d U wm provided that (ho 
^^jfrmiuxry Aiouhl be or>iH)neted iy th^* Governor^ rCDoml, and 
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th«t^a»lett«nTcktingi»li«hin^1toriaLtf flflitie. Ifebegn^ 
at t)w MM Ulna, to n>rulv« vM ^qoest and <teniBitn, 

|ilaD 0 wUeb to Uved to tee rffiiTliaifc <ij||(||| yt by hiintolf. Hh 
prefect 1 VU to ibrm mbndi^jlIiMrMth the Bati«« frimnW. 

jmrricQlariy wUb ttote (tf Oade andF^eMj^ tod tiutt to Btfbia 

the paAa^t power in In^ fklOldV wm niMlitaUDg 
ffveat detigntt arrivt^d the iotoUigeoee ttoi to tod ceatod to be 
OorenoroGeiMnl, that hit NtigaatioB bed been acw^pted, tto t 
Wheler tree eomiiq; oat tmmedkSeljr, and diet, tifl Wtofer arrived, 
the chair was to to i<lied bj Clavering. 

Had Tlottiogt Mill been in a minority, he would prpbably bavo 
rctir*Ml wittoot a etruggle ( bat to wee now tb* mal matioh of 
lirituh Indiii, and he wiia not diopuicd to qeU hh* high ftifr lie 
owerted that to tod uever giraa any initeMhaa tlMd' cauld 
warrant the atopt tafctm at home. What bit iMMMtoM bad baan. 
to owned he had fp'itoUeB. If he bad kept fl e|ggr of them 'to 
had mUlaid it. But lie waa certain that to tod r»pentod|y 4e> 
dared to the DtRcmra that to would not verijgB. c i m H not 
aeo how r.x: court, }>i>!>sr3»«d <4 that ili<'!;irttioa fitoDi binerif, could 
reedve Jiia rerignaiii'n from the doiil-:t'ul liauda of an agent !f 
the rcaigiiiOkm were invalid, olT U." iiroeeedinge which wfru 
I'ouudeil i;n that rcrigiiaiiuu were uull, and Kaetioge ww Mill 
Goverouv* Oeueral. 

He aiterwoida affirmed that, though Ida agents had not acted in 
coiiforiiiity wHh his iiiAtriwtiwia, he would neveitheiuM tore told 
hiniselt' bound by their acus if Clarering bad not iittempted to 
eci^e the su.iuemu power by violenoe. Whether llda aasMtion were 
or were sot trois it oanuot bo doubted that tto inprudenc? of 
I'lnvering gaye ilnstings an advanti^e. The Guwerai sent fw the 
keys of the fort ond of the tms«y, took pmaMrioa of the records, 
und hel’l >1 uoumdl at which Fraccif atteuded, Hastiags I'ok the 
chair in aaotix'r apartueot, and BnrwuU Mt with hiea. Kach of 
the two partic.4 hiad a plau»ibli* I'how of rigbl. There wes no 
iiuthority entitled to their ohedieiwc within fiAeeu Ihonanad mflee. 
It seemed that there ro^patned do way «f settUng the dispato wceept 
ail appeal to atxna; and iVom such uti appealltos^Bg^ confident of 
liU ii^fiiienoft asri' liU'<\-autrytnen lu Indiapwas not inclined to 
ehrink. Hudirecu-<i the ofliei'i-«ot ih' gtniaoa at Foci WltlimBand 
of ull the aeiclihoiirinf; siatioiis to obi'y do wdurs tort Us* At tbs 
sauin tiuie, with udmirablu judguo-ni, he ofleruA togtognil^rt'MN 



to MMpPMMCofirt, awl 

this pTCpMitii|i 1 m riotad noAteg | ^It'^ a nropodhido wUdh 
bta hardl/ r^)«8t l l o b o Jy eoxld te MUed aa a 

crialtaB iiflj^g wbat tbtf joIgM AMd solemnl/ pronoanee 
to be tnw gevernment Miiak bmb vou^ ahrink 

tmiB taUag «Ma bt daftaoe of wbol AoJddgM ohoold prooouoee 
to be wttS|tioo. ClaTeriflg aDd*¥M»ei% a^ eone delaj, aD> 
willtag^'‘’«H»ented to aUdo by Aa o o a rd of tte court The 
oouranOMuiirfd that the caaignotteo vaa ioTaiad, aad that there¬ 
fore £Miog:> was itiil Qoremar-Oeaand oader tbe Begulattog 
Aett aai the defeated MeOiben. of the Ceanail, finding that the 
aeaae of tlie ivhole aetttemeiit waa agaiqat thf, acquh i)cedt|^,the 
do^4en. _ . :s- 

About thia time arritrbfi ^'aewa Aa^ after a niit which bd 
laatod aaterai years, thb IMMiftian oonHa had decreed a ditoroe 
between ImholT and hia wMk Thu Pl oe M left Cakotrii. carcyii^ 
with him tb(! nieana of boyhag an MMe in Saxony, 'fhe ladj 
iMcame Mrs. ITastinga. Aa ereot waa celebrated b;: (^rr^ut fcatl- 
Tines; and nii the inofteeB^ciioos penoaaat Caicuita. without 
distinctiun i<V partieei were invit'd to the GoTernikicnt-bouac. 
Clarering. - tbe blahonmcditn ebranider tells the rtoty, wos 
sick ir and body, and excused hlmedf from joining the 

KpkiitJtd ii--'inbly. Bat Haatings, whoB, aa it should seem, 
aii'.:C'''»'> in .'iiiibitioB and in love pat ioto high good-humour, 
wooh' L '.ke nu denlaU Ue went un^f to Ae GoDeral's house, 
nnd Bi 1 t'gtb brot^ht his ronquiihed rival in triumph to tbe gay 
circle whir-h snrrcnnided the bride. Tlie exertion waa too much 
f<v u frame broken by mortification as well aa by disease. Cia^ 
▼erittg died n few di^^ later. 

\7beler, who came out expecting to be Govemor-Onneral, and 
was {breed to content hima^ witii a cent (d tbe council-board, 
generally voted wHh Franeia. But the Govemor-General, with 
Barwriri he^ and bis own castiug vote, wna atill the master. 
Some change took place at this time in the feding both of the 
Court of Direetorf end o# the Ministora of the Crowe. All 
designs against Hastings were dropped; ob^ iriien his oripnal 
term «f five yean expired, he was qnief^ TtUppoiotgi. The 
mA is, Aat the feerftil debars to wbudi the poWe inianeala in 
ivery ogitotcr were now expMod, made both Lord North and the 
Goi^b&y ur.wUling to part vHh a (jovemer whose taVmti^ 
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perilB«6 wtA Mulutioo, emahy.jii^ wil^iitMJUrilnii t.) uekiMSr^ 

>• 

The crMe «M Uideed (bpttUOlft •t oiH? \ xtotiooe 

onpir^ «n the thraae 0 «Mf» tib^Tfllfid hu-l inken Me 

SMi elghlaea yetfe heflliit'«ith W^tar hiflm ^ hful attendiS 
eceeciiioii of ■ap'Vf thtieng Use of BnglHfc wrereigH, boil, 
by the iMK eenedMi MlmpveraBMBt, been bwe glit to the re^y 
ii rgle. b A—^ mBBom of Eag80tfmia*<1rtira^a,wer with 
the' eOntiy-firaitf'itMoh their btood, their ]mga«g%' tfaehr re¬ 
ligion •ad' their Meiltatioae were desired, and to whtelv but e 
ehori tiate bedsMb ilfey bed beeo }• etnngly etteehed M the in- 
heb|buite of mrfoUc eod Leioectardure. The g^MI gpwere of 
Eor^)^ humbled to the dust by the figoor ead gei^e^Meh had 
guidM tb« couocUa of George the Second, Bow.w^aleed M the 
proapect nf a eignal iorenge. The time wu appra^ing wbes 
our ieland, while struggling to keep down the Vnitod States of 
Amerioo, and preeacd with a atill nearer danger by the too just 
dlaooBteU if Ireland, wat to he aaMitcd by France, ^min, and 
HuUaiid, and to be threatened by the armed neutrality of the 
Baltic; when eren our maritime nbpremat^ was to he io jeo- 
pnrdy; when hostile fleet# were to command the Straits oi Calpe 
und the Moxir^n Sea; when the British vao to be acareely 
able to-iwotcrt the Britiuh Chennet Great ai 'were the fiiijlts of 
Hoathags, it was hqipy Ibr oar country that at thaheonjoneture, 
most terrible torough wUeh she has erer passed, he was the 
rultf her Indien dominions. 

attack h; sea on Bengal was Kttle to be apprebended.'“Tho 
dangbr waa tb^ th^ Esropeen enemies of Enghiod might fisrm an 
alliance wUh some native power, might rumish that pofwer sritb 
trutps, anna, and ammunition, and miglit tlius assail oar poi^MS- 
sioDS on the siile of the land. It was rhiofly from tiw Util rattas 
that Hastings antkipated danger. The original seat ->•' that 
ringolor people waa tbewild raogf of hiiU which runs al'c^g the 
western coast of India. In the lieign of Ajinuigaebe tin inha- 
bitonts of those n|gioDa, led by the great Senyee, began to de¬ 
scend on the posuMaioos of tlielr woaltiuer and leas warUo nmgb- 
bours. Hie ferocity, and otmuing of the ^ahrattas, soon 

made them the asoat eonapicaaaa aasong the new poweia which 
ware generated by of tin- tlecaying monavolqr. At 

first they were oaly^^Mfc'M. They S(h<ii rose to the ifigMty of 
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proTipcv^ of iho*omi ra ww^ tuna4 iDt^> 
MahiM^lriftelptlitic^ Fm*liootert| ipnin^ from low caataA »i!<{ 

td laeninl cnipbjrifiriitii tipitiie inigb^ Th(^ 

of |iln4eren, ooeopi^ the rest 
region o^Ber&r. Uuicoirar^ wUdi 1% being interpreted, the 
llirttMAii, foinideil that dynasty which etill reigns in ^uscrat* 
The hoosias of Scin^iia end ]folkar wued groat in Halwa. One 
t^dreituroas captAir made hie neat on the iinprogiiAMo rock of 
Goott. Anoftier becaae the lord of Iho thousand villages winch 
era sesttereil umong ibo greui> lict^ftoldt of Tanjore. 

That Wfto tlie ttnie» throughout Imlia, of dioshl*' g^ivenunrnt* 
The form and tfie power nerc every where rated. The 

jflus^sultnnn iiabobt who had become sotemign ^ the Vtsicr 

ill CHidr, end the Kixsoi at Hyderabad, still ruU^nl ih»*msdves the 
viceroys «f tlu* houte of Tamerlam» la the manner the 
Mohrr'ip • r.tc'S, though independent of rn h other, pro* 

tciuled Jo I*- members of one '*i.ipire. They nil a* I ^^aledged, hy 
^onb and • rctnouies^ the $n‘ rnscy of the iieir k‘\ ^''‘'rajee^ a itM 
a: a chewed bang mi ' %ycd with tlancir? riiU in a state 
jiifion :r S<it:ara, and of li!' IVsIiwn or inuyor • i :Iic pniace> a 
great r . ^htury inngtstmt^' h«;pt a court ai:^ :/mgly state at 
Poornh. sJjd wh<^ aolhoriJy was oKyed in tlu* '•|iuc.ous p^>v^ncc$ 
of Auri i.xnb:ui nod Uejapo<«r. 

n.ontiw betbm wai do**lnred in Kurop • govern- 
incut uf Ucjigal was slarimJ by the nvT» fhut u i'/vneh ndven* 
w1k< p:tSM‘d for a man uf quality, had siTTved &t Foonolu 
It WU4 said that he bad been n^cHved tl^e with gn^at distinction, 
that he hud delivered to the Peahwa letten and priwiita from 
L:>\rjs tije S:xtcenti], and that u treaty, hostile to ECngiand, had 
t>et*D concluded between France and the Haliriu.* 

Ifaslirgs iromeilintdj resolv<*«l to strike ihu fir.*^ blow. The 
ti'lc of the Peaha’a wag Mt undirputi'd. A porthm of the Mali- 
rura nation was favoggable to a pretender. The Ootimor- 
t^.n**ral determined to this protoiider*a iDtcrcs^ to move 

an army across the pediasbil of India, and to ibrm a c lose aUianec 
with tlm chief of the boOte of Vonsla, who a41ed ReiVt and who, 


X 


in power and dignity, wasiofi^rfor to none af dm MabiaMt prinees* 
The army had nmrehed, and the DagsiMtior« with Bsrar wiTL* 
sin progrtise, when a letter ^nitl.cEagli4i oi>fisu) at Cairo brou^^ 
the tje<vs thot hid been pri>'^;u mod'both in London and Brnb 
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AU thA mmiUMS irhirlrth« nrUSt iwiaireil w«re Moptc*! uy 
tu^ nithout » fflomenl't deUj. Hh' Fivneli faetiirio. in Bftqpil 
were pAkxet]. Orders wrre Aont tu Medras th«t Pmditd.' r'-v sWuM 
ijifUiuty Ik* uccupied« Near Ctikuni; works wm tbmwn \ip wbMi 
were thpnglit to nmder the appmarli of a kostik forr*' injpoaKjlt. 
A fnnritime establishuMfTit wm farmed ftw the defeni-e i/f the river« 
Ninu now betulions of sepoys were raieert, and e rorpa of oatire 
artit!'Ty was formed out of tlv litrdy liSBearsof the Bay 6f BeogaL 
iiariii;; nitok these armnstfinHiiti^ the Governor-Gmerid with 
'‘»!ni doner. his preaidenry secure from alt Btfadc^ 

iiijIh»; \uk' Mahrottua should inarch againat it in cotyunction aritli 
tliv Kn‘ncJi. 

1'iii' cxjHMliiioti which ihstingn hid arnt wi^stward waa lot .:d 
^ iwhulily or <'omp)otc!y'Mv**e»>ful a-s most oflii;' uiidcrteUngia The 
rumiaandin;; ollirer )>rucrastiiinlcil. Tho authorittee at Bomhag 
blundered. iVit the Govmior«Ccnenil {icraerered A new eom^ 
iimnder tvpnittsi ttio errors of hia ]ired»Ko*f^r. Sevtfil tarUUaat 
atuiooe apn^itd the military tonown ol the Knjrlish through reghm^ 
where no European flag had t vrr ht;^^ aei*n. It is probable that, 
if a now and tnun: f^midcUk danger Uad not compelled Haatinga 
ti> change whole p lua piana ro/<]M rting the Mahratta 
(mpiro would have been earr'u'J into complete eflect. 

Tho nuthoririoa in England bad wisely <eAt out to Bengal, aa 
commander of ihefim*eaaml member of t!ic Council, ooo of the 
diatiogUishi^ soldiers of that time. Sir i>jre Cooto hod, 
jn:iny years ht f *re, btfen C4M)apicuotti among the founders irf the 
Bntbih empire in the East. At tlie council of war which preceded 
tla brttk of be earnestly recoinueuded, in oppositionto 

the majority, tiint c^lng course which, after some hesitation, was 
ad(>pted, and win *h was crowned with such splendid aucciM. He 
subsoiluantly commanded in Uie south of India against thebrare 
uiul unfortunate Laiiy, gained the deobive battle of Wandewish 
over tlu\ Frcnrii and their native aUic.<. took FondicbeTry, and 
made tbe English power suprme in tlio Cnmatic. Sim'o those 
grout oxpluiu near t«MS|ty years hwd ebi|>aed« Cir^te bed no 
longer the bodily aenvitj wbich be l.%d shown in earlier dAva; 
nor was the vigour of hia inim! altogi ilicr unimpaired. Kv waa 
csprieioua and fn*tfttl, and required tnu'-it coaxing to keep him iiv 
go^^hupKmr. It mast, we fear, be tut M that the lore of moiny 
bod grown )ii him, aud that he ibon^la more about bis allow* 
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about Ka# tlutiefi* tbau. mipUt faav« l!wm np«oled 
frm MlMlBBQt a mcniter ao noUa « ftfll fae iraa 

pcrbiprap abieat MBoer that .was thatt to bo found iu the British 
oxmy. fiifufl titu native aoUiefi his wipic was great and ins in* 
iiuence anfiwUed Nor U he yat forgotten by them, ^ow and 
then a i^ito-bearded old ^poj may still be found, who loves U» 
talk of Porto Koto and PoUilote. Tt is but a short time since one 
of those al^ed aonca*ne to present a memorial to ao Knylisb olRcer. 
who hoMaoue of the higbest employments in India. A print of 
Coote kniif in the roum. The TCteran rect>piii«iori at that fai'c 
eml figure whi^ he had not rceu for wore than ball n rmturv^ nnd« 
forgettlnp b'<< salam to the living, IialUsl. drew up» liftM 

hts hand, a^ia sith soleimi rev<*n'nee paid hit mSliMry l)beiscn^<.' u 
the de^d 

, Coote, lie did not, lik*> Harwell >otc oons^ r^tiy with the 

<TOTerrior«t w*as 1^ im/ mv^ns iDciiited to m systemalic 

opposite*mid on won funciirrod a U)' who 

<)tc 1 his l> i, by-a-aiduoui /^ urtrliip, aocl by Vi'ii>lt*y ;*rnntinp the 
;no«t cx-^hinot nUuwaooas, to gratify tliostnH»;^^< s {luhskais oi'tlie 

It AV' a • li likely at this fini^ that a g^neiwl rvc.iv diaMoit would 
put no c*'.i to she quarrels which bad, dnruig Sxmv * ir^ai ii, wcukoned 
j:id liisqrueed the goremment of Henphl. TU- i\itv^eT> of the 
« !n|drc might well induce u<*n of patriot^! d uf patrU 

otic seelin;^ neither IUstin;;i» tier Praju*'Hwasik>ututr.—tc forfrtt 
prnu*^* enmities and to <K«ojH'Tste hearlily for th* niK-rHl 
Ci^te hod cover bt^rn concemril in laetion. Win'lcr v Uioro!H*ii)y 
tired of it. Barwell had lamir on ampin fortunoi u\!>: .bongti l^e 
bad promised thut he would not U^vu Chlcuitn wiiilr h^lp ivaa 
need<^d in Council was most desirous to return (r* nml 

exoru-d himself to promote en m^raugcmcut wbio:i wratitl s<^t liim 
at liberty. 

A compact w'&s mads v.l'ch Fr.iK*is agreed v> de^t from 
oi>!M>aitiois and HaAtin^seDgse **! that thefricnd« ofFrinci^ rthould 
he admitted n fiur «hare>r^ t' p honours and ' m^lumcnu of the 
service, Dnring a few mooib*- uitor this treaty tbert wus apparent 
harnumy At Uie counei bboard. 

Harmony, indeed, was imTer nuire net^ary ; ibr at tbUmomeat 
Uiteroal r.'dumities, movalonnid tine than war it*elf. rnonalK^d Bcd* 
^1. Tlie ituthon of tlie Bog'ilitmg Act of 1T73 h:\(} fsuUiibad 
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two IndipindeDt powera* tim <m% ^ odbor 

with It ietndftlonidf couioa to <sgH«h 1< gi JfttiMr 

htd omitted to defl&e the limiii of either. Hie took edm^ 

t4ge the iodistinetMM. and attempted to draw to themeelreo 
supreme autboritT^i not col/ witldn Caleott^ boi through the 
whole ot the great territory aabjeet to the freddeocy of Pert 
Williani* There are few CSi^Uahmen who will Mt admit that the 
Englieb law, in spite nf modem ia^roremeau, ie neither >0 cheap 
nor so apeedy as might be wished. BtUl, tt is a iystem vhich him 
^rown op among ui. In some points, it has been fasbiMe^l to stiit 
our reelings; in otlu^ra it has gradually faaliioned our I scUngs to 
fiuit itself. Krcn tn iu worst evils wc aro arenstomedt and there* 
fore, though we may complain of tirem, they do not strike ea with 
tlic horror and dismay which would be pr^ueod by a new griov* 
ance of smnller sererity. la India th<* rase is vvi^Jely diffhn^nt. 
Kngliah law , transplanted to that c ountry, has all the rices fr^mi 
which wc sidTer bore; it lias tliem all ia a far higher degree*; nnd 
if has other vici'S, compaivd wtrii whidi tbo worst rioet from which 
wc suflhr urr trifles, Dilotory henv^t is for more dilator^’ in a 
land wlierc tlr* help of on h'>**rprcter is needed by erery judge niid 
by every advM'nte. Costly U r*, it far more costly in a land into 
which the h'7 1 1 pmetitioifcr* oust be importf^ from on iaupense 
diritaner. All Kngli>ii }itbu\. iu ludia, t'rom the labour of the 
truvcnioroticurml and the («* .foaDderdii^Chtd*, down to that of 
u ^room or a watelimahtr, m** : lie i*nid for a higher rite Ann 
al home. No ruan will be \y ishrd, und b;>u itched to the ^irrid 
ziirn\ for notlurg, ITii* rule h*"U good with to the legal 

{mifessiou. Xu EiigUsh barri^; * willworic, lifu^on thousand mUes 
froDi nil bis friends, wiUt tbo ttit'rmcaneter ut ninety •six in the 
shade, for the omoliMnents which will contoot him in clunnbers tliat 
overlook the Ihomcs. Accordinj^*, the fees at Caicolta are about 
three times us great as the fees of Westminster ilall; and this 
tlioiigli the p(‘ople.uf India are, beyond all comparison, {wiorer than 
tlm peopfe of ICagland, Yat the delay and the expense^ grievous 
n6 tiiey are, form th.> Mnalle^t port of the evil wliicU English law. 
importt>d witJmnt }iK.«dification$ isiio India, could not fail to pro¬ 
duce. The stroDgent fct^lings of our nature, honour, rtdigiou, 
female m*jdesty, rose up against the ir.^ t*%*ttioD. Amai on mesne 
proeess wai» the ilrst step it) most citil i ocredmga; and to a native 
mT rank arrest w as nut merjly a rest; :nt. but a foul peraonsl iu* 
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dijnutji • Otlbi wore required in tswtcry stage of arery aid 
tba MHirof a Iji’tvker about ap oath is liardly stronger than that 
of a r<np'fiii>aT>?f uMin*. That the apartments of a woman of qual¬ 
ity sIkbM eotiT^il hy Btrmige inte» or that her fare sliauM be 
fieea by ere. in the intolerableoutragi^ ouimfiee irtikh 
fire mofv dt^cted thnn tlefith, and whkh can be etpiiUM ontj hy 
the phedtKng of lil^HKis To tbeee outrages th«* most (listiogojahad 
fimilica df Ueitgal. Bshari and Orisafi^ wer^ imav cx}»iis( d* Jsa* 
ginevhat lu* ^tr of oar own country would be, if n jorisprodenee 
were on a ^itddan tatroduc«d among us» whieh i«lu uld be to ns 
wbut our jr isprudcnce was to oar Asiatic subjeets« Imagine 
\>Uat the stnL* of oureoaotry wo^ild b«i it it ^v’ure enarted tliatany 
iraU| by uv" ly swaoriiig ibat a debt wns duo to hin», should ac' 
quirao visr^it to isauh tlie penausof men of the niut^i lintmunible 
and sat rcA ciltings and of wrumen of tba most shrinking delic.try« 
to a genera] offierr« to put a Msbop in Mia stocky to* 

tieut hidii' in tba way which lulled forth the bU»\s cf Wat Tyler. 

. SciiDPthjr<g like thia wasihc«*?riS of the attempt ^xhk*h the Ku- 
pretne Couii nutdr to exttnd Iv* Jrnrisdiction over \l<t whole of tba 
Company's tevvitory. 

A of terror began, -t 1 error heighten'd hy u^rstcry; for 
or«.'n tlia: which was endorcil was less horribh* tlun that which 
wsis iiirticipatcd. No mnn knew wbat m\9 next to be expected 
from thU stranac tnbuoah If come fVoin bejond Uj»' black water, 
us the jiet^le of Indio, with n.ystertous bomir, cnH the sea» It 
consisted of judges not on*. • ! whom wa^ familiar with dm usages, 
of the iQjUxims orer wbenn tb*y daiaird boundless antliurity. Ita 
record! Were kept Jn unkncv.ti clmractcrA; iu miienos were pr^ 
uounee.l in unknown souiMifS. Ik had alren^iy eollreied round itself 
i;a army of die wdtat part o?* the native popuUti'>n, mfi^nners, and 
fnlaO witmsaea, ud eorumou btfQiprs and igenU of chicane, aa4 
above all; a biuiditd of baiUdVfBBmerSp c^tmpan^ with wimm the 
retainers of the worst £a^iah ppungiec-bous^:^ in die woras Hbm% 
tni^sbt be CMaidered aa npri|]tt and tender-hearted. Mi^ny nelim^ 
liigfily fsonsideeed among efaeir ooqntryman, wer«}6et&»^h humadwp 
to Calcutta, flung into theynmnn gotd, ooe for any o!*ijiie even 
pated, not (or any debt IbjMad batn piwkad, but merely aa ej^ 
eantion till thaircanae AwMd entoe to tHaL Tlicre waTwiniM||l 
In which men of tba aMtft swerable dignity* perseeutod wtlW|g % 
cause by vxtortiooens died ef rsyt; end shame tu tbo gripe of the 
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SAOCtfliHV wpAltid in thA £a«t bf _ 
eothing «lae» tf«i« bunt open hj ge*|i 
o»ni» bnrer and Im accamom^to M 
■ometioMa itood oP their d«f«Mes pad 
which tbejrihed tb^ blood In the dooHrt^* deihattol, 
in hand, ^ aMnd epnrtnenu at Hij, ik a 

8» if erw the IhinUbaarted BeBftie% i|rleb|tf;inNidhad ft ^ ll^ 
of Sungah Dowlah, who had Loen rndtil dtpiif tha adiaiiilati'alkM 
of Van^ittart, would at ksiifth ind cuuragt-fe jaapair. Ko Hali- 
rnttn hiTssiun had aver aproad through tha paiviaea aueh dlMiy 
is< thia inroad at Englidi lawjran. All the Igjurtiaa of ftw he i op« 
preaton, Asiatio and Eun^Maa, appearad aa a UaHllg whan eon* 
pared with tiia juatioa of the Sspmna Court. .if* * 

Ever;* clan at the populatiou, EngKah and naflv^ irith the ex¬ 
ception of the ravenoua pattiibggera who (htteoed oa the niaerj 
and terror of an imaanae eennnaity, cried out loudly Mtiaet thia 
fL-nn'ul 'tpproatioo. But the judgea were imnowaUe. If a bailiff 
wna re-sistfid, they ordered the aoUiera to be called out IfsBerreBt'^ 
of the Comp tnjr, in conformity vldt the ordera cd* the govemineot, 
witltatoixl (>-•* raiicrable ait chpo lee who« witii Tmpey’a write ia tbdr 
hauda. exeoudod the ioat'leXn and raparity of gaitg*robbere, be 
was (iun» into priaon foe a contMipt Ibe lapee of aix^ /am, 
the virtue and wiadon of many eminent magiatratea who have 
during that tine admioiatered juatioe in the Supreme Coor^ bare 
nut effaced fpiia the minda of the peojde cd Bengal the reooUection 
of tho.'k* evil days. ** 

Tiie members of the goTi.-rnraent were, on thia aufgeet, oaited 
as one man. Hastinga Lad courted the jndges; he iiad found 
them uaet'ul iiiatrumenta; hut he was not diapoeed to make them 
Ilia own ttinst-. •*, or the ma^'.ers of India. Hia niiod waa large; 
liid knowlottgc of the native viiontcttf nuMt acenrate. He saw that 
the system puraued by the Supreme Court was d^raifing to the 
govcrniu.:tii aud ruiiiouii to the p<!opie; and be ree^red to oppose 
it manfully. Xhe cooseqiwnn? was, that the friendahus if h« 
the proper 'vrer'I for eucli a coont-xion, 'Which bad cxisM between 
him and Impey, was fur a time complctiily dui>cdred. lie govern- 
acQt plureil itself firmly between the tyTosnical Iribnna! and tho 
pe^t^ The Chief Joatire prurcc.lf<l to ibe wildest excesses. 
T^ OoTemor-Genonl and all the mumbers of Cooncil were 



fliHb; M Aett to tipftar beftire Aa JLlag/^ 
to aanrer far tfaielr pobSe aoti. TUa vm tao BHb. 
dblAgitniMi joft Mom, nfoaed to abaf tha mB, art at Vktttf 
A»fAMliiNMto^aUr itoiiaiiily «WGMf%tad took mtum a 
tor u a to agiai a rirnnadia^i oi tba AerifiV oSea(% 

iC MBaMt;^ tjf Ae nrcr^ Bto ha M to twit aooChar dartoa 
uMA Might |M?eat tb« naeeaaitj of m ^>peal to anoB. Ua 
«M aeUtoi at a ton tor a& axpaAvt; and be knew Impaf ladL 
*Bto ly a di aat. in tW* enaa^ woa a rttj aimple one, nntber mOra 
nor kn than a bribe. Impty wa% act of parliament, a jodga^ 
todapaideat af the govamaaaDt of Bengal, and entitled to a aal^ 
of ^bt thoewod a^aar. Basttoga propoaed tu make him alao a 
judge in Ae CmnpaBT'a aarrice, removable ut the plcivure of the 
goremment of Bengal: and to give hka, in that capndtjr, abeut 
eight thouaand OTear more. It waa undcraiiHxi tliat, in cod* 
Aidfntiou of Ibto new salary, Impejr woald dcriitt t'toni urging the 
high preteosioot of ld$ coart If he did org<- 'ii< mi prutenskma, 
the gOTcnunent could, at a n< 'niuot’a notice, : him iWim Ae 
nev plaee which had been ctrated for him. ‘I hu bai'gain waa 
toroA { Bcogat w :ta caved; an appeal to tbr>*<. evened; and 
the Chief Justice waa rich, quvi, and tofainuu^- 

Of Imp-jr’a oraduct it ia unr- ccinarj hi «)>eul. It waa of a piece 
with 'almost everj part of his • ''Udact Aut coffi' S under lUe notice 
o( lilstoty. No other aucli judge biaa dithom^ured the Li^liah 
enuine, aince JefferieB drank iiimaelf to death in the Tower. Bat 
a*e eannot agree wiA Aoh: who hare Uamed Haatinga for thin 
trooaariion. The rate ntuod thoa. The negligent raasner to 
which the 'Rogolatuig Act had been framed put it in the power of 
the Chief Joetics to tlurow a great ooontr/ into the tnoat dreadful 
contoskm. Hewaa determine to nae liU pwer to Ac ntmoet, 
aaleM be waa paid to be atili; and Haitiags cunacated to paj him. 
The neeesritr waa to be depkwed. k ia also to be deplored that 
pirates should be able to exact xaaeoni, b; threatcDing to make 
Aeir captivea walk Ae plank. But to ransom a captive from 
piraiea has alwavs been held a hmoase and Christian act; and it 
would bo abaoid to ebar^ the pajor of the ransom with cor* 
^ mpting the virtoc of Ae oonair. This, we aerionaly think, ia a 
not nnfair illnstration of the relative poaitioo of impey, Butii^ 
and the pec^le of India. WheAer H was right in Impty to 
demand or to accept a price for powers which, If Aey r^Ij 
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Magged to U14 1m cmU o«t oMkotOi whU^ if tlMy did Mil 
bdoog to UiB^ be otqhb oeTer to here twiyedi eiHl whidi Jb 
neither cue he coaid honcatlj lell, it one qn e it iop. It ig 
enothar questloa. wbetlicr UiHtnfe.wee not Tight to give n/ 
sum, however Urge, to eny mao, however worthlees, rather thin 
either aerrendv milUoiu of human heiiigi to ptlU^ or tmmIm 
them by civil war. 

f rancu etroogly Of^Kweil this airoagenaU. B nUy, i nd eed, be 
mupeoted that perMoal averaum to Impqr ifttf ac etreng 
with Francit M regard for dw wdface of the pwv in ee. To a miad 
litirning with reaentaent, ifcimgbt aaen bettM to leave Beetgd te 
i\ie oppreaaore than to redeem it bjr enricUaf ibna. B-m net 
improbable, 011 tbc other hand, that Haadoge mej Inve heea tbq 
moj'e willing to reo'^rt to an czpeilient agreeable te the Chaef 
rJiwtico, liL'cauM timt high fuoetioaary bod alreedy been mt. 
viccablc. and niiglit, when cxirtiog dUeensioae wwe eem po eed, b» 
wrviccftbk' auain. 

But it not on this point alooe that Fraadf waa now oppoced 
to Hastings, 'lliu bvtwocn tbciii proved to be en^ a short 
and hollow truce*, deriog wbidi tlicir mutual arertioii sraa 00&' 
staritl/ becoming stronger. At Uagth au esploeion took ploeB» 
Hostings ptthlicly ciuirgvd F'aneis with haviog deceived Mw*, jMd 
with haviog induced Barwell to quit tin- service hj iaeineem 
promisee. Then caaie a dispute, soch us fre(;ueBtly arieee even, 
between bonoumble men, wiieu they nay make iirgiiiftet agree 
ments by nmre verbal couniuoioatiua. An impeelid -Uei^yioi 
will probably be of upinioo that th^ bad mUndetKood eaeb 
oibcr^ but their minds wuiv so much eubitteied that they fan* 
jnited to endi >ther nothing loss then deliberate viUauy. **1 da 
not.” said HH<;tinga, in a niiimtr recorded on tbu Cuii^ulletione «|F 
thu Governincut, ' I do uut trust to Mr. FraneU's promdeet ef 
candour, convinced that lie is ini.-apabie of it. 1 .iiulgc of Ua 
)iubiic conduct by bic private, wlucb I have found to be. void of 
truth and honour.” Al!t<'r tbu C'-uncil bad men, Fnincia put a 
chullengo into the Gov«roor-t.' ':iorars^ LaoA It was ituteatly 
m.'ceptbd. They met, and iued. Frunois wae diet tlitoogh dm 
body. Hu was carried to a neighbouring boose, where it appeared 
that the wound, tbongii acvciv, was not mortal. Hattiogs inquirod 
repeatedly after his inomy's health, and proposed to call on Mm t 
but I''raovis coldly dcclicod ibe vti^it. Ilu had a proper lenie, he 


potitaMM, Ixif ootdd iKi( coWiM 
to Mqrfrt^fete iiittfPTtaw. Thef ooald Beet oafy et the coiM^ 
UaA 

Is «hhort time It ves Made eigMlIj menifext to tow 
greto> the Gorernor-Oescrel hail, on thie ocruiosi ex- 

poetf Ue MHpItty. A erieie errired -with trhlcb he, an<i -lie tkme, 
VM conpliHik.to deal. It is sot toe nucb to xay that^ if he 
lid'toeaHdlia iWxm the head of affiin^ tiie year* I T*<0 end 17Hi 

M Alii to our power in Aaie aa t.> our power la 



The Mehrettai had toes the chief otyeeta of apprehenaion to 
Hoadoga The oMMoree which he had iuio|>ied for the purpose 
|f breakiag their power, had at drat been fhiatrated by the enrora 
M ttoae whoa he wu compelled to emploT; but liis perecreranre 
and aUHty aeemed likely to be crowned with loccesa. when a far 
BBoiv ibn^dahle danger ahowed itaalf in a dietant quurtar. 

▲bout thirty years befiwe this date, a Jfahomrneilan suUUcr had 
began to diwuigniah hiiaeelf ic the ware of Southoru India. His 
edncation had been o^lerteil ; his extraction irH> humble. His 
fadter had been a petty otii vr of rereoue; bis gran-ifuthtir a wno- 
derii^; d'-rrise. But tlwugo thu'4 meanly descended, though ignt/- 
ndit on of the alphabi't. thr odveotarer bad ko sooner been 
placed at the bead of a bcxlv <>f troepa than he apor ved iiiinself a 
zDftii bom f<c conquest ami ‘• laroand. Aniongthc t-nw'd of efaiefr 
who were stragf^i^ tor a s^;<rc of India, none coubl crmi)>arc with 
hin^n tbe qa^tiei of tiw < >{>tdn and tbe t^tatesman. He becamo 
a general; Ite became a M-t-t-rmpp. Out of the fraomtmts of old 
principalities, which h:id gone to pieces in the gentsral Wreck, 
he formed for bimseit' u grou}, cowpact, and rigorom opipire. 
That empire he ruled aith the alaUty, soverU)', and vigilance 
of Ltwis rife Elevento. Lieeations in bis ploasnres, im{dacBblc in 
hU revenge be had yt mlargement of oitnd enough to'perceive 
how mtsdh tbe prosj>evity of eolyeeto adds to the strentrUi of 
govcminento. He wni‘ an oppmmor < but he had at l.39t tbe 
merit of protecting his gcoplo StguBat all cpprcsi^ina escept Ids 
own. He was t<'>w in uxtreae ^ ege: hut his intelletd was ns 
eloar, and his ^irit as high, as ia (to priswn of manhood. Buoh 
tbe great Hyder AU, the feonder of the li^hommcdan king- 
dito of Mysore, and Ito most fomridable ensn^ with whom tbe 
Isaiah ocmquerws of India have ever had to comntd. 



W.iftn0N Bjnjuiffr IS 

Hod Hifdop tMen .grovenwr of Uain% R;<der would lidvo 
been either nude e friend, or yiforoorijr cBeomterod aa nn ea«D/> 
UohippUjr the S^lUb aath<nitiee in dha aonth prorokad Aidr 
powerful xtciglibon’a bohtility, without Mug prepared •» rena l 
It. Oit e auddnn, nn army of ninety thenaend ueu, let nfener 
in diacipline and efleiency to any other Mrtlre fiwee 
be found in Indie, eaniu pouriBK tbrotif^ tbope wild MNindvl^tdKi 
woin by mountaio.lorrenta, and dark ^th jungle, leadnie4i|f!KMn 
the tabte'land of Myeure to tlie plaina of the Camatk. 'Oia greut 
army wa4 tGOompenied by'u liun^«d piocu of cannon; and fta 
iiiOTementa were guidud by many Fren^ ofikcr^ traiucd in the 
beat military achoola uf Europe. 

ilyder wae every where triuaaphant. The Sepoye in nuaj 
liniiHli garriauoa dung down their amu dune forta were ear* 
lencvred by treachery, and aome 1^ despair. In a few d^ the 
whole o|w» rountxy north uf tbo Coleruon fand submitted. Tlw 
hmirlish iTiUnbitants of Madras could already see by night, from 
the tup of Mount St. 'rfauma% the eastern sky reddened by a vaet 
reuiicirrle oi blasiug Ttilagea. The wltite viUns, to whicfa our 
oountrymr-ii retire after tbs daily lab'Mrs of govemount and of 
trade, a ki t> the cool evening Iwee a e a|winga up froa, the bey. were 
now left widtoot lohabiUaia ; ftr bands of tite Qerce boraainea «f 
^Mysore h •(! ateeady been v en prowling antoeg the ttii{p>trrae, and 
near tlic cay vernodas. I'Ten the tuwu was not thought seear^ 
nod the Uniiali raar^ftnuts and publie funrtionariee nuide haste to 
crowd tlicoiMdeba beW^ tlu eeonon ofl^oct Sufieotge. "" 

There were the Mknik oideod. of uspnhhug an army wii’icU 
night have doAiidnd the presidency, end eren driven thninender 
back to hie nMoataiae. Ssr Ibotor Manro was at the hand one 
roiisidfrabir ‘broa; BeilUe was advepdng with another* United, 
they might hare preeeated a fo mii d ah U freut even to an 
enemy as Hyder. Bub tie Kn^litk conuuaadi'ri^ oegleeting thoee 
iundamerital ^lea of the military art of uddeh the pospnety u 
obvious even to men who bad ii<->«r repeivad n military adooation, 
ditfrrod their jonclioii, and w«.ra aepaml^ attaafcad Bnillie’s 
di-tachmvat was defrayed. Muaro WM fmod to alNUldon hU 
baggsgr, to Hit^ bis guns iato the taoki^ and M aaTa*bitnarif by n 
retreat which night bo calWd a digbu In thrpa wnaka ftmu rite 
1‘oumencement of the war. the Dnttdt aupne te Benthrrn ludiu 
bad been brought to tbeteige of rutg. Only a ibw fbi^dfled 
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ittMinef ««. TliO ^17 of Mr amt M departed. It w&t 
knomi tliK ft great I'rebcli cipodiiion might soon be exp ‘‘t***! M 
the eoiit of England, beset bj cnemic» ereiy 

ride, mu Ift w ceoditiun to pfoteet stieh remote depcndei^c 

Tben ft Uftt that the fertile geniui «nd serune c^ijrnge of 
lleetiuet ftdrieeed th^dr meet rignal triamplu A rwii^ ship, 
gjiftg before the eontii-neri m^meooii, bi^ought the I'vil tidings 
jftftfow Anyn to Cftleuctfu In iwciity^fotir hours the CvOTernor- 
Oenetel had firtmed a complet*^ plan of police n lapted to the 
altered Plate of affirira The .nruggie with Hyd>'r wiu a struggle 
for life and deaUk Aj! minor ubjc«:U tnnst be ^r.^Tificed to tlio 
preservation of the Cnrimtic* Tiie disputes with the Alabrnttis 
ihuft be accommodated. A Uri’e mtlirary force and a iupplj of 
mooej niusi be instantly sent to Madras* Hut even these mea- 
anrea would be io^uAvieot. unkea tiie war* hitherto so groasiy 
BUtnMoaged, were pUced under the direetion of a vigorous mind* 
ItwaiDotiine for rrifting* Hastings detetmined 11 report to an 
* ^extreoe exercise of power, to ^u.<pcnd the iocapal ::uvonK»r of 
Volt St. George, to send Sir Eyre Coote to oppoM* und to 

intmst that disfioguisbed g'ncml with the whole u nniMiAtrAtion 
of the war. 

In'sniie of the sulkn dtion of 1 r^ncia« vh* )i.id now 
recortrod from his wound, u bad retur n'd totlu (ouni'd, ibc 
Governor*Gwnend*s wise t.-i firm polir* was by tbo 

lu^rity cf the board* reinforcem* r W(*re off witli 
g^ea^expeditiMni and resrht* Madras befn* • the Frun^'li unuameni 
arrived in the Indian st*as. \M>te, brokei> riy nge. and <jIs»*uso, wui 
no longer theCooto of V. .. <lewash; but he was still u resolute 
and skilfiftl eMsmander. Ifae p r ogr es s of Hyc:^ was arre4ted; 
ar»d iu a ibw months the great vtotocy of Pmio Novo retrieved thu 
h onour (if the Eaglish nrma. 

In tUemaantime Francis had returned toKnijIand, and Hastings 
wa? now left perteetly uufefiereiL Whi^ier had gradually been 
relaxing ia ku of^poaitiem, and, after the departure of his velument 
and implacable colleague, fcoH^parati^d hettriily with the (inreroor* 
QencriiX wLose Jnfiuence over the British in Indis, always great, 
liftd^ by the vigour and suceeM of his recent mrs^urift, l^eeo eon* 
ildsfftbly joercased* 

Bat, though the diflictildes arisbg from faeiions within the 
^Coanri! were at sn end* apotber otoss ctf diflculsh/s had become 

A 
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extreme. Uutlngs had to find Um oieaiit^ not MI7 of caiT)rlog« 
the guvemnieot of Iko^ial, but of mointaioixs ft moid oosdy vtf 
ngumt both lodiftii and Rurapetu eMmiae to tfie Caraatie, and of 
making renittaneea to Ko^Uod. AVew jtu% before thb tfom bft 
hftd obouned relief hj plu&dcriag the Mogul nM enfUriog ihft 
KohUlne; uor were the reeourcef of his fruitful miud hf $Uf 
lutains exhausted. 

Ilia fim <lef»tgn was on UenoreSi a which in vreoltbi populft* 
tlon, dignity, and was among the foretnuit of A^. It 

w:is Ci^mn^only bolievid tlint bili a miHtoa ol' linraan beings was 
crowded inic» that IftbyrintU of lofty UileySi rich with ahrines, iint 
luluurctai and tod rorvoj oriels, to wbieb the oaered opes 

rhin'i hy hundredThe tmveller could i^ircely isoke his muj 
thrf^igh \h%‘. press tn OK adicentt nud uotlois holy bulb* Tim 
broad tnvl (^lately (lights ii stem's wbieli desccudad Aott theen 
swarmjOff Imiatits t i iho liatbing-puce's elodg ibe Oenges were 
worn y ditv !iy t!ic foot«tc|ie cf on innuiAeruU# iuiiltitu*ic of 
worship]M ’ % riie fahooU tuid toioplce «lrcw crowds* of pioue 
iIIml<Nn \\ m every province where th iiraijininical faith was 
known, hundreds of devoteea came tbirber evay Bkonth to din: 
for il was l>^iie\*ed that a peculiarly happy ftwaite^^S)^^ luon 
wJjo sIioqM pa$t from tbc soffrcul city into the loered rifer*^ Koc 
was i^ii}i('r>utioD the only motive which allured stnngees Jo metf 
great n:ctiv]ioUs. C'Cmmm*e had oa many pilgrims as religtcA 
All nlou*j t) <* shiK'es of the venerable streem lay fleets of 
1:1 b fi wuik rich mcrrhsndise. From the lonnia of Benares 
went. roHli ihe di lira to silks that adorned the balls d£ 

81. dames tin! of Ver»atih*s; and in tiie boxurs the muslitia 
of Bengal oul iho xahres ol* dude were mingled with tbe jewela 
of Cir.!>‘oncIa Mid the shawU of Caslnuere. This rich oapiliA oad 
iiio Mirronndmg tract, ha^l long been under tbe iuimediute rule 
of n Hindoo prince, who rendered homage to the Mogul om* 
perur5. During the great anurefay of lodii^ the lords of Beftores 
IttiCftinr m(lcpeRde4:t of Uic ci*»jrt of Delhi, bat wete cooapetted 
to submit to thn nuthority of the ^abob uf Oude. Oppr^m$i by 
this tormidable iirighbour, they invoked (he protoeri^ui of tbo 
The KngUah protection was given; and at length the 
Maboh Vi/.ver, by « soh'iun treuQwcdcd all hit rights ewer Beuftres 
to the f'oiupiiti}. From tl»at timct the Riuah was the roaiai of (be 
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ttf Briiga]* aAnowMgsd tti N^ieaMjr, u\A < igiged 
to sent! itt AabbaI tribete to Fml WtffiMB, This tribnio Chejle 
IImi reigning prlnoe, I»d paid vhh Nriet punctuality. 

Alnnl ^ precise nature of tlie Ugel relation bctwcfei dM 
ConplUiy end the Kiunli <>f Benares^ ^ere baa been mudi iviiitn 
ant tcnte MMroeersy. C>n tlie one It Las b^en maintained 
Ant Chcyte fiiag wit:! merely a great anlgdet on vbom the Buperior 
iwsrer had a rf|^t to call for aid in the neoesaiticH of the ein{dre. 

oliier lUe, ft ha^ been coatondrt tlitt be wai an imiepend* 
Nliht prinrCa that tlie onij f^laim which the Compsiny had upon him 
lor u Axed tribute, and t)nt» while the fixed tribute wm 
raguUrly paid, aa it tMuredlr wa^ the EnglUh Imd so more right 
exact any furth^ ecntribotioii trom bin thiiii io deuiund »ub* 
•idiea from Uoiiasd or Denmaric, Kothiog ia euHer tliun to find 
pre c edento and analogies in fiaTo ir of eifiiojr Tiew* 

> Our own imprea^iofi ia that m rtlier v’ww ia correct It wea too 
mncli the haidt uf Engllab politidana tu take it fur grunted that 
there wa# in ludia a ioown and definite eoortilutioii by which 
quectieDa of thin kind were to he dveided* The truth ia that, 
during the iaterral which elapaed between the fall of the houae of 
Tamerlane and the eatablUbmeni of the Britiab aacendency, there 
was DO aucti oon<ititiitieQ. The old order of things liad poMcd 
away; the new order of things waa not yet formed. All wue 
trao 2 <ition, CMfuaionp bhar'irityo Every body kept hia head aa be 
niighh and acmnihleil for whamrer he could gvC 'Fhere 
have been aimslar aeaeon^i in Horope* The time of the dissolution 
of the Carloeingtao empire is an itieUtireB Who wi^iid think ol 
neriouslr diacuawig the 'juc'^iioop what extent of pecr.niory aid and 
of obedience Hegh Capi-t had a ooaatitutionu! right to demand 
from the Dake of Britunr.c or the Duke of Normandv? I1ie 
wxrds ** conatflationul right ** badi in that state of society, no 
meaning. If Hugh Cup* t laid baada on the posfeiaions of tUo 
Duke of Konnandy, this might be unjust and iiDomralt but 
it would not be iihfgal, in the seoae in which the ordiuaneea of 
Charlee the T^ntli wern iilciraL If, on the either hand, Che Duke 
^CKomandy made war on llngh Capet, this might be uryuat and 
kMcralt but it wfiuld not be illegt^ In the sense io which the 
W^MditJOo of Pririre Lniiia RnoapiM was illegal. 

; rimibr tii this was the stiM of lodia sixty yean ago. Of 
A* ijP^ttng govemmeots not e ■ui|le one could lay i^m to 
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or oould pl«ad otlier title tiuto rewnt ocrapeteb 
There voi ectrcel/ a proTince in vhicli tiw reel ■overtdgntj Mt 4 
the nominil eoTeteignty wen not du^eoned. Titice nd larmi 
were still reteined wlitdi implied that the beb of TaaailnM.vee 
on abeohite reter, aiHl that the Nahohe of the provineee were hia 
lleutenante. In reetitj, he wee a ceptite. Tte Nebobe were la 
some places in<l^>en<)«nt priDoea In otiMr pluecs, is in Bengel 
And the Cernatic, thej had, like tMr Blaster, become ewre phen- 
tons, and the Companj vaa nprene. Among the hCahrattas, 
again, the heir of Sevajoe still kept the title of ^jah; but he was 
a prisouer, and hia prime niinlete^ the Peshws, bad boeome the 
licroditaty chisf of iMtiatc. TheTeebva, in his ta^^ was/net 
sibking into the eaioe degraded .titaaiian into whieh he had 
reduced the Bgjah. It wa^ we belieTe, impoatitde te tied, from 
the Hioialajraa to ^jrsme, a aia^ forenuBeBt whieh vaa at oaee 
A goTemment tis facto and a goter aai ent St jure, wbi^ poaeMd 
the physicnl meant of making itidf feared hj ita Mighbonrs mid 
sui)jc-rb<, And which Lad at the aaam'‘time the antborit/ dcrired 
t'rofli law and lung preacriptioA, « 

nasiin;iK dcerljr di.'>cerned, what was hiddea from most of Lis 
con(eini>oriiries that surh a state of thiogs gnre immeeae adna- 
ing«!8 to a ruler of greet talonto aad few seruplea. In erefy inter* 
national (juestion that conlA aifee, he had hia option between the 
de frtclti groniid and the d* jere groond; sod the pmbabilUj was 
that oix; ot' thoTC grotimie wbuld sitscein anjr claim that it mlgM^, 
Convenient for him to ma^c, and eoabh^ Lim to n^ist way elawd' 
made by ottiem. In cjntj contmven^, atKV>r(lingljt be resorted to 
tiic plea which suited his immediate pwrpo.ta. without troubliog 
himself in the leas: about conM^tancj ; and thus be scarcely ever 
tailed t«; what, to pawousof shortOMBioriea and ecaetj inform* 
ation, Meiiiudto be a jultirication for whet be wanted to do. Soote* 
timi'A the Nabob of ifengnl ia a shadow, aometimes a monarch. 
Sometimea tiw Vizier ia e mere depa^, a wB e tiiaea as independent 
potuntnlc. If it ia expeAent for the Compnaj to show some l^ti 
title to tho revennea of, Bengal, the grant aadar the aaal of tbo 
Uognl ia brought fo rward as an iiisliBaimil a( tbo highest 
autborit/. When the Mogul aska for the roata whiefe. wmo 
reaerved to him by that very grants be fe tedd that tie to a sao|a 
pageant, that the Engltoh powar testa on a very dMfereBt fonnjl^* 
tioD from a charter giro bj him, that be to we l eeant to 
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' 0 SHlt^ but that ht mmik ospert no tribote 

of IndU. 

ll i$ trm littt it wtj iii the prmor of iAers as well as of 
to fiictUe tLis leg^rdiaflojiu bot fa iikt cnllt^}Tm)6» of 
fOTommatii ac^bi«:ry ii of mtle uie v&koa it bodcod bj 
power* Tbeio M 0 }>riiiciptc wbioh i 'n<l of aionrt* 

io§ in the itroogeat teroi^ aod on whicli ho ocled h UK iindfriotiQg 
M^iMaa* Itio 0 principle which, we moot own. though it may 
be gfvttl/ Abtuedi oaa hardly be dioputed ih t) * |'r«went state of 
publie law. It ia ima^ that whci^ an ambi^u « «]ue^tion aria's 
between ta*o goreninentf, there K if thvy ennn^-t no ai^pt ul 
exypt U' forcer ^hat the opinivn of tin nfni*t 

rery quesiinn wi.a aoiM^uoii^ rt Indiu. The 
gorermi nt wai the atron/^cst in India. XU'- uru 

ohTiotti 'Ibc EoglUh ^overumeut might Oo txactiy ujmt it 
chose. 

Tliij EogijHv /ar.'vnmcnt n r cl*oao to wri;:i! toonn' uui of 
Clieyte Sbr;. Irnl fonucriv h•••n rooTonicn* to tr*.rit h.iti ni n 
svvereign it wa:^ now etin’iit to trciit i i n a4 a 

i)<»%terlty i.. r * »• tci that t could liud, in tin 

sreiu^ral ‘T lawa and < . :iu», ::ivoio»‘n?* r «*ltljor oi'ursr* 

llattii);.'' a ?r* at snpj ; It >va.4 knoT^tr tiiat K.'h^^yu 

jad a ’;*r;.*v i\:>cnu^, aud it *•» that In. lui»l 

u tmk?orc. Xor wan hea fav« .it« ar (' .Icuttu 11 c hcd. m Ii«*u ih*^ 
fu-vnrniir-ficnrral was in J** i dilflculli' a. oourted th^* ffivoar of 
F:ar'i' «iul CLirering. V ogi who, Kna perhaps* from evil 
yki^Mis tl.an from policy* • don> left *ii» irutiry ui)purit*o*:d, w:is 
not sorry tluit Uk5 fate of I r * re riing ahouhl Piach rr*r;rhlKiurini; 
urmce*) th«* ^ame leM<'r v;.? i the iale of Nancomar hud already 
**0 the mbab't«>o- .f Bengal. 

lu K 7 S. on the first brtakiog out of the war frith France^ 
CUeyvi Siug was edled ap(<n,to pay» in nodition to hi^ fixed tri* 
bute^ nn rjrtraordfimi7 rootriburimt of fifty tiiouaaiid pounds. In 
1 T 79 . an ui|ua! sura was exacted. In 17 ^ the deaumd wtis Fe«* 
oswcf^. Chryte binc^ in tlK* hope of obtaining nouic iitdiilg^vtce* 
secretly offered th*' GoTemor^Ge^rol a bribe of twenty thousand 
pottflds na.-^tings took tlic money, asd bU oDcmien liave maiii- 
teinsd that hi; t^Kik it intending lo keep it. He certauit}* eonceslofl 

tran&ariioUi fur a time, Wtb from the Council in Bengal and 
no the i >i; i;<*tors at bouKs; nor did be erer give any saliifactray 
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nwoB for tib« Cl wedneut. FnUie ^ 

.•t Uai deMnain<'4 Ua to withstaiwl tho teinp*i>’i-jn. Bo 
orer the bribe iu the Conpeej^t Uinir/, hod insistod tbck 4 m 
E^ ah ahouM ioiteDilj empty wfth the dvriuila i4 the Englirii 
gomnmot The Riyah, after the ftridoB cf hie cfinntryaieiKi 
elaufiled, ioUcitedt and pl^ed porotyo Tlif grr&ap of Haatioga 
%Tua not to be io riuded. Ha added to the raquiritien a&other ten 
tUbueand poamda aa a lioe for datapi Md ant troopa totnei tbe 
njottay* 

Tl^e money wns paid Bat thia vaa not nottglu The late 
events in the south of India had increaaaJ tbe dnauidri embarraM- 
iruMU of tbe Coraiiany. Haatinga was daternaed to plnder 
C’beyte Sing, and, for that end, to Aaten a quarrel oa him. Ai\* 
rorrljngly, tbe lUjah wai^ mnri required to keep a body of caealry 
itti the s^Tviee of the rrhirii govemmentc lie ohj Acted and 
tended. This a as vxartjy nbat the Govemor-Geo'.ral waatA 
ii** bnxl now a pr\'rcxt (v ' rr*aiting tbe ^rtJthieft of his vimb us 
a mminsib f r<wc»lvA !.’'-^tbe.4v are the words of Hasungi him* 
self — ‘Mo draw fmto liU guilt the mciins of relief of tbe Com* 
I>ntky’» il;4trc!isc*s. t'j i i:occ him pay lan:nly for his pardon^ or to 
exact a intern for patf (Vli.iqueney.^ Tbe pUu was 

siinply tliM. to demuii'l larger and larger contributions tUl tbe Ri^h 
aboMld bo urivon tu r:ittui;Atrttte« then u> eall bU r^ imottratioe a 
r.riuu*, un*! to punish fum by rooflscatiu!; all bis p<tfiCMioea* 

CT>yiA Sin;^ wax iu the greatest dUmay* He ofiVred two hnn« 
drt'd Mimiis / lid iJoun U to propaiuto the BHtWh govrrruneDt But 
ll.uur*.'* rt;(iliej that notbiti^ less than luU a mHlion irould he 
acfMpi« 1« Nay, he to tbiuk of aeiling Iknures to Oudo, as 
luul W r'^if^rly sold Alinbnimd and Kobilcuuri» Hio matter was 
one wiiirii i*ould m»t W. widl mnuaged at a di^iaitcet and Hastings 
to Tisil Jlenurtv. 

C^lu-vlc Sing rcceivod |dx liege low! with every mark of rtver* 
i*nce, near sixty with his guwls, to meet and eseori 

lite illiistrioitH viaiter« and exprewsod his deep coneom atthe dia- 
plem»nre of the RagUsh* Uc eren took od* hi# turisau^ aud laid it iu 
4jie hp of nastiii^ a pestun* which iu Ittdia marks the moat pro* 
found fubfuiasion tad deroiiim. Haaciugs behaved with cold aad 
r<*puUit 1 severity. Ilnviii< smred at Beoaies» be sent to t)v<. 
Kiyah a p;tpur ruuuiidii)! too demands of tbe govemmest oi' Ben* 
gaL The imah, iu rqdy, atteiugteri tv clear hiiMalf from the ac 
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wxasar nAnaHjlSi 

cWiifiMii ncninut 

not eicoe^ w«t not to be pot off bj iillfli 114^ EttU 

m aefotkliM. inMantlf nrdfir^ift^faljib to be erreited 
tod fiMced imdir tbe cxi^toiy it 
lo t^itif thw strong mesior^^ :lMPl§s:ot»m*ly shoved his 
osusl jodgiMol It is pomUe hftTh%h»d little opportunitj 
of penooall/ observiof aaj perl of the popil^oo of Indies except 
tile BengJee^ be vm Ml fliUj even of the differeacc between 
tbnr ebarecter arnl Uul of the trihee whieb inbAbit the epper pro* 
inwes. Hv wea now in e tsad fiir sore fsTouralib^ to the tigeor of 
the bumiui iVeme tUan the Ddu of tbe Gunpes; in a land fhiiilul of 
sottcrs« vho hare been found worth}' to Iblbiw ]*^gli&h battalions 
tn the charge end into tbe brt%«*h. Tlit Kajah iTU populnr among 
his subjects. His admioistwhm had been tnlld; and tbe prosperitjr 
of xlw district widch he goveriiiNl preeented a striking oontrast to 
tiff d 'premd sente of Bahor unorr vur nile» and a still more strik- 
ing contrast to th<* misery of tii*.* i rorume which were cursed bp. 
the tjfanny of the Nabob Yiaic*. Tbe Mtiooal atul rclTgiouMlo*! 
judices with wlucb the Engli^l{ were regarded througbout iHfe 
werepecuiiarlTiateiiietiithetn>*>^opc»li 4 of the BrahminiesI s a^ ier * 
■tition. It con therefore aeanv lv bo doubted that the Gormor- 
Generali before be oatnged tbe «i;gnity of ChcTte Sing by an ar* 
rest, oiiglit to bare assMibled a Awee eapnUa of bearing down all 
opposiuoo* This Lad ^ot been done. The handful of sepoys wflo 
attended Hastings wo^i probably hare been sufilcient Xu oeerawe 
Aloor«hedabad| or die Bluk Town of ('alcotta. But they were 
utieqoal to & conflict with tbe hordj nibble of Benaresi. The streets 
suiTounding tlw palace were fiiM by an immense muliitodei of 
whom a iar^c proportion^ a* is usoal in Upper iDdin, wore arms* 
Tbe tumoli beoaM a flght, uod the flgfal a mamsm- He KogUsh 
officers drtended Aemselres wttii deepime courage against osar* 
whelming Bmaben, and fclli as became theoi ^wml in Land. The 
aepoys were buldiered* The gate were fiweeiL capliea 
prince, negkoted by Uis gaden during.the eonfoiioni discovmqid 
aa outlet whhA opened on t!ia pfocipitoM bank of the Ganges^ llg 
Itiltelf down to the water by a swing aiade 4 if the turbans of bifl 
found a boati and escaped to tbe opporile shore* 
had, by iodiaereet eMenoei bmight htmaetf into a 
and periloaa sitQatioi^ it is only jnst to aeknovlefigo that 
himself with even more than his usual ability and 
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pr««enc^ of ci^tt He bad onlj ftffy aen wiik Urn. Tbe liaUdiag 
ill whi(di he had taken tip hi«r^d«M ere* ottceerv side hhMkeiled 
hy the insurgents. Vat his fintltade rwsihied unshiken. nil 
Baiati from the (Hbi^r side of the-rlTer Met apologies and Hbml 
offlTb. They wure u<rt eren answered. 8(m subtle and eBter^ 
prislog men rcre found who oadartook to pB« thnu^ the throeg 
of enemioi, and to rootejr the iBteQ%eaee at the Lte eranCs to tla 
Knglish eantonmeut^ It is the of the nuttvea of India to 

wear largi' i‘uiThigs of gold. Whan they trarel, the rii^ are laid 
Hride, ^ "4t the precious metul slioold tempt some gang of robbers; 
niiJ. >R place of the ring, a quilt or n roll of paper la inamod in 
tl<e oritlej t« prevent it from clnstog. Ibstinga phtecd in the earn 
ut h.> tigcm letters rolled up iji tbe amallest roapeas. .Some 
ol' 1 'u'-m lvtt> ra «11 ■ nddres'cd to the commenders of Eighth xno^ 
One K as writti n io nssure his wife of hia safety. Oae was to the 
cnioT Mhom he had sent to n^pMiate with the Uahrnttas. Id* 
Ml uctioii. t ir the negotiation were neednl; and the (>i><‘mor« 
(t>>(ii-rui f awed them in tliiu dtuatioB of extreme danger, with as 
mueb ruoi,ioaure tm if he had been writing in hispalare at LaU itta. 

Things, how(*r< *. 'lere not yet at worat. An KnglisL officer 
of luore spirit .!ui jtidguieot, eager to djatinguiah himaelf, made a 
premature attack on tl.j insurgents beyond tto riror. His truope 
srere entanuled in t irrow street^ and naseiled a furious popu* 
lation. ile fell wiiu many of his man; and sumvors were 
forced to Ktire. 

This event pruduceil the eflbet whkfc has never failed to fuUom- 
every check, lioweier slight, aosteined in Indio hy the huighsh 
arms. For hundreds of milM roond, ^ whole oowniry ims in 
ooniwotion. Tbe entile population of the district of Beneree teek 
arms. The fields were aiiauduBed by the hophandoien, who 
thronged to defend thmr princ>'. The infiieriou spread to Otade. 
'I'he opprvi«ed {>eople of that province rose op ^aiust tbo Habeh 
Viaier, refused to pay tiwlr iopoela, and put the n v< nuc offieera 
to liigHt. £vcn was ri|w for revolt. The hop^i uf Cheyte 

Ming began to rlao, Inatend uf imploring mercy in the hauble 
style of* a laasal. he began to islk the langunge of acompierui.and 
threaieiDid, it wan aaid, to 'netp the white tirarptn out of t*» 
Innd. But the >li.gliah truciis ware now asamabhl^ tent. Ibe 
offlci'rs, and even tbs pm iie men, regarded Uie GoTemer-tim'Ml 
with euthasiuttie attailiiuiiit, auddiw to his ohl with nn abtcrity 
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MWb, tt he loMed» hfti B 'm tMn ihowt) ob mij other oemm/om^ 
VafOif PmihMf 4 hfiive toUior^ M bi^U^ dlt- 

tifignifh^ UiM^ TD die wer* and la whom the Gorm^ 

iiof>Q«Bertl the ^!TOit6bt eonBdnce^ took the comsaod* 

|i Ike tniwihnM 7 em^ tiie Rejeli wee pitto reat Hie feetoeeiee 
vere etemed« Jk a few ))cmr% above tboMnd man kft Ui 
ciaudardt and lataned w tlietr ortftnai^ avocatiooti. The unhappy 
prinaaded Aaa bat euuiry for e^*er« Hii fair (tjmain waa atMad 
to tfM BrilMi danHafoca. Ctee of hit rththm^ indeed waa ap- 
{Minlad njfb; bil tbc B^ili of Baiam vae Li!ueyfer(b to be, like 
d^29abob of Bcftgili a mare paorionen 

Br thit ra v ulat toB, an addtiten oT two htiadra^JihooiaBd pounda 
a year wat nide to the reyeaoM of the Coa^mny. But the im* 
mrdiatf; rabef wia not aa great at had been esiieeted« I'Le tret* 
<tTi laid up bj Cbajte Sing liad beaa populariy eettmated at a 
atarUnr« It tnimwi out to be about a fourth part of Hint 
>ixm ‘t and, auch ua itwa% it waa raaed by the army, anti divided 
U2t prlae-money. 

Diaappi-uni4 in hii e^ctationa from Bei)ttre.s Haatinjca waa 
more Tiol^^ju thHU be would «*th*Twiae baru been, in his dealinga 
with Ond^ Sjjah Dowlah had kmg been dead. Hia aon and 
aucce5.4<^r, A.^pb-ul Uowlah, waa one of the weakest aud tnoit 
rieiov.^ xji Kru’ten {wineta* Ilia life was divided between 
torpid m)Ofe and the moat ndiooa form.* of acnauality. In bi* 
(vurt there waa btmadleaa wa^te, tbrou^boai hia duminiuna wretch* 
ednett and diaardor. Be iwi beeo, the Wilful manegeioeat 
of ibe En^liak gowomei^t, vn^wJiy ainking from the rank of an 
indep^^ndont prinee to that a va^ of the Comf^any. It waa 
otiiy by the )telp of a British brigade tbei lie co;iM be secure from 
the acgre«&loaaof ncighbouia wlio di'.awid Ida we^knrea and fruin 
Uif veiUTcuueo of iubjecU who deteat£ hk tvraDi^v'. A brigade 
Jurnihbed^ and hr Higaged to defray the of j^yiag 

and Liaintainixig ih > rota that dve hU iod^rimden'^e waa at ea 
end. Tlaatioga wob cot a mu to loee the advanir.^c which be had 
thu9 gained* The N^wV foon began to coai|4aiu ;d' the burden 
which be bad undertaken to bear* Hia rarenue^s be utd, were 
falling off*, hi? st^rraote wm unpaid^ ka could no iou^er suptiori 
the ezpentie of tlie arrangeaetu wkieli be had Muctiotu'd* liwt* 
^gi would lifleo to ihese igyimentMiona Tbt* Viaieri he 
wai4f had h&f ited the gareniincnt of Bengal to etiid Liin troops^ 
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aai M proBiiel to pmy Sat Amb. Tho tiEO|E had boa hbi. 
How long tbe troopa were to restd^Ws Obdo wm % TnirtET 
settled bj the treaty. It reaaiaed, Ihenfa^ to be sectM boM 
tween tbe eontreoting parties. Bet Itte eoatBcedog parties 
fered. Who then nnet decide? llie otroEger. 

Hastibga also argued that, if tbe Kitgliali farce was wididfEW% 
Oode would certainly becottte a prey to aaaa^y, and would prO' 
l>abiy be orerrnn by a Mahratta army. That the llianfiai at 
Oode were embarrwed be admitted. Bat be centeBdad» EOt 
without reason, fast tbe emliamsneBt waa to be ettfibuted to 
thu ineafisdty and vieaa of Asapb*al>Dewkb Mmtelf, aad tbat, if 
ItM wur^ i{K3it on the troops, tbe only efect would tbit ekme 
would be Squandered on wortlilera farouritai. 

llat'tiiigd iiad intcitded, after aettHng tbe a&trs of Beoerei, to 
T.ucknow, and there U c«mfer with Aaaph*ol-l)owlilk Bat 
the i<b.'i-<iuious courtesy of ilie Nabob Viaier prevented Uiii viaii,* 
With a .-ttall train he hartmed to nest the Ot»versor>tjtiiwraI. 
All intur\ icw took place in the fortreea which, frem Uiu creat of 
t)i>: precipitous rock of ^tmar, looks down ou the waters of tbe ^ 
Gungo. 

At firiic night it might appear impossible that n^tletion 
sh'.'uld cuiuc to an amicable cloee. Hastily wanted an eitft* 
ordinary sujiply of money. Aaaph>ul’Z>owlah wanted to obiein a 
rcraiaaion of what he already owed. Such a difecnoe aemned to 
admit of no eomproaiiee. 'Xbere wa% however, one eotme aetie» 
factory to both aides, one oonree by wbidt h wee pomible fa re* 
licve the finances I>oih of Oude end of Bengal; a^ fast coarse 
was adopted. It was simply this, tbat tbe Goveraor*Ci«iMtal and 
the Nabob Vizier shunld join to rob a third party; aad tbe third 
party whom they determined t» rub was the parent of one of the 
robbers. 

The Rioiher of the late .N diob, nud his wife, «’ho was tbe 
niolhci' of the present Nab<- i were known as the Begums or 
I’riii'X'SsAs of (>Uil«. They :iad p«)sse»scd great iit1'.ii*nce over 
Sujuh Dowlali, u'td had, at ! * de.itb, been left in p«*s-'-dcn of a 
:<p]ciHlid dotuti>>a. The dot- ins of which they reoaired the rents 
tuid adiniiiistered tin- goren iient were of wide extent. The trra* 
sure i.i/ardo<l by lix' late > ueb, a iivosiii'c which was i>opulerly 
retiiiiatud at near ihrco mi!; iis Mcrliiic. was in tbeir bonds. They 
continued to '.a-ujiy hii; f.i> ante palace ut Kyzabed, the Beautiful 
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iMb AaafM-DamUk hM Wt tuA M »n fteMr 
L«ekMkw»«li* If .M bi»h toe tiiMh of tbe 

Goo»ti, Md M ifaiwd with oobk d 0 ttm 0 mnm^^ 
AMph*Bl 4 lMMih luid aJir^dj ext(||M aaiM IWmb 

hiaiaother. fiheM al Wtgth appa^M Hll 4 jjpBAt M 
KagKali ib<d ioMricrcil. A Mlem& eoilptiM MifPiinn md^ by 
wUcb flw BoaaBtfd to s[i?o }<rr h» son* fllMilikiy ■ artat an ce, 
and be iiubia tam ponuMdaoaer t^coaiBiiblf fnrtbar bra^on 
of hi I rlirhts. TUa conpaet »m bnaally HWanuleed by tba 
guro'-ntudht <H Bengal. Rnt liinee hadi ehangod: money «wi 
WAUted; And tbe power nhli'b hod gian t]i« gunraotee waa not 
ashttnied tu instigate the sjioikr to exceaau such that erim lie 
aliratik from tliem. 


It wilt npeeawtty to And -vnne pretext f>>r a voollaeation incoii* 
ah'tent, not perdy with pli.dited faith, tmt nerrly wiih the or* 
dinar/ ralea of l»«i—w»*y aiiil justire^ but a''0 with that iti'cat law 
ol'iilial phtty wblchi eren in the wildest fnix's of aarap > even in 
those norr Jr''rnded ootamnaitltfa whit ailher nndir Uh* iu« 
fluenee of a corrupt balf><it’u '•ation, m.>in-> a rertnin amburity 
OM'rthf bonidU ntiod. A )•' text waa t! <■ lad thing that Ila>>- 
tiD^ waa likil/to want, lit taanmcdoii at BtKiaiis Imil jnro- 
«lu<'&<l diatorhaaLes io Ou'b 'lUae didur)>an(i.» it aiu^cuiiMnient 
to impute to the Prinaeeaea. Kridcnoe for the ii'ipututinu there 
area warociy aa/; entss reporig wandvriug froiu ('iii luuutL to 
anoibur, aud gainaag aometbii^ ^ every trnnsiDission, may W 
railed evidenee, aivused ware Ainiwbed with im etiargc; 
they were permitted to nwke no defence } for the (sOvernur^Oeuerjl 
wisidi conaidcred that, if he tried U>aiB. bn tid^t rut lie able to 
find a grouud fbr piondcrin:; ihe^ It waa agreed between hiui 
and the Plater that the aoUe ladies aboald, by a oui-rping 
si't uf coefaentien, be atrip|>ed of theh doBum. und tmaauie.-. 
for tho bcagfit of the Cumpauiy, and that the euii thus obtained 
should be aqeepVa by the govenuneul cf Iktigai ji aaiiefuctioD uf 
its ('hums on the .'ovenunent of 

1^'iiile Aaopl. ul-Dowiab at Auaar, be nas ejiapletGly 
subjugated by . m clear and rfepBifi^pg IpieUeci of the Aiglbb 
atatepaUi. Itji, when they bad Mffnted, tho \>iier bMaii to 
relleht with '.keasiorsa on tbe enpfpBenU into iibieh te had 
.entered. In., luntber uad gTjii'huutiior pruli'stid aid implorud. 
IIU lu'Ait, dni^ily vonqpUd by abmkite pon.r und l.cu.Uoa> 
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pleaBures, jet not natvnnj aitfeiilms, failed liim in 
£ren Uie Knglisli rwiflent at Lucbiow, Uioogli hitiierto dejdtat 
to IlasUnga, ihrank from extreme meaeniek. But the GeFvenMiy 
General wn ioexomble. He wrote to the resident in Uraui ef 
the gmae»t MveHtj, and declared UtaiU. if tlie spoKitka whilfc 
liad b«^ agreed di>or wmf nut inatantij canied into elfcet« ba 
would hia^lf go to Lnckaow, and do that from wbidi feeWar 
inisda reeoU ’wltb diamaj. IIm re«dent, tliiis nenaecdf walMii 
on Mb H%hDce% and inshted that the Ureatj of Clnnar ah— M ha 
carritnl into fuD and imariedinle cffhf^t. Aaapb*ul> DnrWrjfaUai 
making iit dw aame tioae a mlema prnteatatioa that be jMM la 
ioiiipulsiom The londa were rt^uo^; but the treeid waa a—. 
»<i i.'usilj obtained. It waa neueaaarj to uie rkdcnee. A bedj (f 
tilt: Cumiianj'a tr<>o|ia marrbed to Fjaabad* aifd ftiroad the gataa 
uf till' palace. The PrinceeMa wc— eotifl^ to ti—ir own apli^ 
nwnts. But atiU thej refitted to aubnit. Some nore stringiill 
mode of eocrcian was to be found. A mode was found of wbMi, 
even at this distance of tuDC, we caaapi apeak without ^hame aad 
sorrow. • 

There were at Fjnbad two todent men. belonging to that 
unliappj claM which a practice, of imnciuonol ontiquitj in the 
l^st, has vaeluded from tite plcaaares of love and from the iiope 
ofposteritv. Zt has always bM hddio Asiatic courts (hatlteinga 
thus estruo^ed from syiupatbj with^Mrir kind ore tboae wbom 
princes mav most ^mfely trust. Howhih had beaa of tliie 

opinion, lie had giwn his entire (^—deDce to the two eonneha} 
and after h:.'i death Iht-y rcniaincd at the bead (if the household of 
Ills widow. 

Tiiese mt n were, W the orth-rs of the BriMsh govemnirat, 
soued, iiiijT’^^ed, irom-d. starved aioiost to outh, in order to 
extort money from thi' ]’iiiicess<-H. After they liad be<.‘n two 
months in cuntinement, their henltli gave way. They implored 
jwmissioii to take a little exercise in the gardmt of Uieir prison. 
Tlio oflkar who was in ebart'c of tliem stated thati if they were 
allowed thie indulgence, there was not the sruallett chance of their 
escaping, and that their irons really added nothing to the aeewity 
of the cuatndy in which tbey were kept. He did not uadmatmA 
the plan of his superiors. Their objeet io tbeae iaffioti— a waa 
not security but torture; «nd all mitigation was rafti—d. TetlUt 
was not the wore:. It»Ja resMved by nn Engliab g—eriMl 



that fliosc two hiAnvi oUl men .^houltl b« lothe tonientmi. 

For that rur;>o®e fli«*y wero f%‘morisl to L«ckro>?. M’hnt horrors 
tbcir dur^teon d mu orily be ;riHiMed. iiut there 

retuaina on the rect'rtl*^ oi' l\r}Himi*Dt, tiiin letter, written by n 
Biitiah resident to a ](riti^h s«4dier. 

Sir, the Kabeb b>ivin^ Ootcrtnicied to infliet cc»ri>omt pttnisb- 
Inent upon primmers Dndor yonr gtTnrJ, this is to d^'tire that 
liis otli^*etl<« whra tiify simll eomo» may ho?e fre^ aecw to (b«* 
priMtuem, and be pcnniru^l U> €L> with them lu they riiall lu'c 
proper,** 

While tUcte barbarities were pcrpatnied at Lecknow, iLo 
$ Pri<*res«cs were still under <liin*si ut Fyxabnd. PihwI \T?tv n I lowed 

enter thetr apartments only in surh scanty ^jcsintities that tin rr 
fetnab* attendants were in d of m^nsbin;: vilh huo^'' r, Muiitli 
after month this cruelty c«iatinue«|, till at hm^tUu twj.*lvi- 

luindrod thousand pounds * :.J been wnin? («ut of tin* IVinci*$sc^. 
Hastinga b :un to think 'n-xt he had mally go: to the bottom of 
their coffv^-, and that n*’ ;i^our c^nhl extort more. Then ut 
UiUlh tjie V T* nlieil ii»<'n wh werodehiine«I ui hueknow regained 
tb*.ir libertt. When their irons w^ti; ktiocicil ofi| niid the doors 
of their pr -' Ti oj«*m-d, quivenn? bps. tl>e fears whicli ran 
down their *ltccks, and iIm- thajik«giTin/«» whirh they poured forth 
to the CDmmon Father nf Mussulmans and Chri^iinns melted ercu 
the stout liptirts of the English warriors whu sC(H)d hy. 

Bat we must not 1* to do josib*(* to Sir Kiijuii Imptiy's eo)> 
duct .on this oecosicr.. It w*js not jndi*e«l cai<y txr him to intrude 
bimsc'f into a busim^^ so entirely alien frnui ad his olhcial 
But there hos someth :ie inuxprosiMy rdliirii ir. we must suppos*/. 
In the pi*roliar rankr{M^s of the infimy whh u was tlu'ci to be got 
at Lucknow. He hurried thither is la^t as r< lays of ]mlauqinu* 
bearen could carry hnn. A crowd of people 4':;me before him with 
gfl^Tits against tl^c ih*gutns, rendy drawn in their hands. Tli<«s<* 
.afidarita he did not rmd. Some of them, 'ndee h hecpuld not 
read; for they wt^re in tlic dinlecu Qf KerJi^rn India,* und no 
iat(*rpreter was employed. He adoini^t* ml the oath to th^ 
deponentt with all possible eaiwdition, und a^ki t a single 
question t>ot mrou whether tliry bad tl - tiUtemenN to 

•which they swore. Tbis work p«'HVw»tedt *•••{ again into his 
gialanquin, aad posted hack tv (*alcuttn, to Ut ui time for the 
;^ieii]ng of term. 'Ike eamie wa.*' om* wbidu by iib ounfesiiaa, 
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Iaj altCH^thttf Mt of lii» jiiriddiotlon. Vaitr tbe (shorter 
tU'6. ho had no more to ii^uire ioto Crimea cQiniziUted I7 
Aaitttici in Onde than the Lord l^raidcot of tbe Court gf fienfam 
0f Scotland to hold on oiriae dt Ea m t er# He hod lui right to tty^ 
the Begums, nor did be preteod to trj them. With wbot olgee^ 
thoiti did he undertake oo loeg e joumej? Evidently itk ditt- 
tliai 1)0 might give, in an irrefiilar monneft that oencticMt ndiicb 
in a regular inaniier be ooold not giTe, to tbe Crimea oftbeie who 
hmt r'«<*ently hirei) him} and 10 order that e eonfuaed mesa of teoti- 
niony Hhicli he did not ¥ift which he did not even rend* sight 
Hr(|nire uii uuthority not prof>erly Itulonging to from tbe aigna^ 
ture of t)ie i)ighe:»t judieial fuocHonary in Indio. 

Til** rinio was opproaching^ lioweveri wbcn'lio waa to be at^sed 
<>r time robe which hsnvver, since tbe KivololioD» been diigiveeA 
ibnlly ost by hitn. Tho stMe of Indie Lad for aonte dmeodM 
pied much of the attctition rf the Briciah PiirUtmcDt* Towirda 
the of the Amerionii war, two comtnittros of the Commont 
on Iviatern ntraira. In one Edmnnd Burko took the lead. Tbe . 
other w.if njidvr thu prcaidcncy of the eMe end yemtile Henry 
Dundus. then l/^rd Advocatu of Scotland. Great as are tiic 
change s i^hich, during the i’u>t sixty Iihvo token place in 

our dominion^ the i<*porta which committe^ta laid 

on t\v* tnMe of the IIoiiM will ^lill hi* found n^uat Intirosting and 
instructive, , 

Tiiore vtis ns y« t uo cotniexlon between the Company and either 
«>f th«; gr< ;tt pnrthM in tlu* state* I'he minivtm luid no ino^^ve to 
duf<^*nd L{dinn auiiM*^. On thecontroryi it wa^ for their interest 
to ^\\o\v, if {Mftvsible, that tbe gorernmeat and patronage of our 
Orieutnl eiupire might* with ndx'aDtnge, be tt'a'^ferred to ibetu- 
soh The votes therefore, whieb* 1 u coufi*queuoe of Uk* reporto 
made Ly the two committeea* wore passed by the CoanaoDSi 
h^*nthc<l the spirit of stem and imligount justice. The severest 
cpitheis W'cre applied to setml of the measures of Haslitiga, eape* 
cinlly to the Hohilb war; and it was resolved, oa the motkm c£ 
Mr. Itondes th.it the Company ought to pwetll a Governor* 
<^(Tal who had brougltt ruch caUmities on tbe lodiu peopler 
and liueb dishonour ou tie* British tiumr. An aet was poaoed 
for limiting the jivrisdictiou of the Supretac Court* The boigma 
which Havtingi had madit with the Chief Justice was eoodeoBDMk 
ill the strongest tcrmi; and on address was presented to Ai 

a t 
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king, prvfag ikat Impef night bo fimunoned home to answer for 
his misdeeds 

Impey wti veoiJM bj a letter from the SeoretarT* of State* Bat 
the proprietori of India Stock resolutely refuoed to dismisa Baa-- 
tings from tbeir aerriee, and passed a resoltxtion affirming, what 
waa undeniably troOp that they were introated by law with the 
Tig]>t of naming end removing their Governor-General, wd that 
tiiey were not boend to* obey the direetimi of a ^gle brench of 
tlu* legislature wMt reapect to sneh nominatieci oe rcmoTik 

Thus aupportod by faia employera, Hastings remained at the 
head of the gorerainent of Bengal till the spring of 1785. His 
adminiatration, so erentful and stormy, clo^ in almost perfect 
qbiet* In the Conndl thei*e was no regular opposition to his 
niuuhures. Peace was restored to India* The Hahratta war 
jMd ceuaed. Hyder was no more* A treaty had been concluded 
with hia son, Tippoo; and the Carnatic had heen evacuated 
by tixe armies of Mysore* Since the termination of the 
Anu rican war, England had no European enemy or HtuI in the 
Easu:ra skus* 

On a general rcriew of tbe long adroiniatration of Hastings, it 
7:3m(>ossibie deny that, agaiust the great crimes by which it is 
hkmiHt'jfHi, we have to *rt ptf great public seiricea P^gluDd had 
poasvd tlirough a periloos crifi^ Sbe stiU, indeed, raointained 
her place in the foremost rank of European powers; and the 
manner in which She had defended herself against fg^rfal 
hud itispiriHi surrounding nations with a high opinion both of her 
spirit and of her atrength. Kevertbelesa, in ereiy part of tho 
world, except one, she liad been a loser. Not only had site been 
compelled to neknowledge the independenoe ot thirteen colon 
peopled by her ehtUren, and to oondliatf the Irish by giving up 
the right of l^slating for them; bnt, in the Mediterranean, in 
the Golf of Memco^ on the coast of ^rica, on the continent of 
Aim^rica, she had been compelled to cede the fruits of her vic- 
tewies in former wars. Spain regained Minorca and Florida,- 
FVanee tegiiin<*A Senegal, Ooree, and several VTest In^an Iilands. 
The only quarter of the world in which Britain had lost nothing 
waa the quarter in which her interests had been committed to the 
uMof In apiteof the utmost exertions both of Euro* 

^ aa^ enemiei, the power of our oonntry in the Rost 

hid le^ pr *ytly nugmented. Beuares ih$ subjected t the Nabob 
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VitScr reduced to Tassfilago. That our ioflocaeo had been tlius 
extended* th»t Fort William and Foit St George had not 
been occupied bj hostile arnies^ was owing^ if we maj trust the 
general voice of the English in Indiit to the skill and reaolutton 
of Haatingiu 

His internal ■dminifftradoa^ with all its blcDdshei| a 

tide to be considered as one of the most remarkable men in ear 
history* He dissolved the double govomment* He thutrferted 
the dirpction of aAiini to EngUsh banJa Oat of a frightftil 
anarrbyp he educed at least a rude and imperfect order* The 
whole organiralicn by which justice was dispensed, revraue coU 
lifted* peace maintained throupliont a territory not mferibr in 
(lopuIfttioD to the douiioiaos of Lewis tbo Sixteenth or of ^ 
Kinpertir Joseph, was formetl and tnpenntemb'd by hmw He 
biaisted that every public office, without exceptmn, wbif:)i cxiaMd 
when he h*fi Bengal, was his creatioD* It is f|uite true that this 
system, nuer oil the iinproTCiJicuts suggested by the expeuenee of 
sixty yrurs, still needs improvciofnt, and tliat it was at Jirst fai* 
more defective than it now is. But whoever seriously Ciaisiders 
what it is t > construct from the beginuiog the wliole of e machine 
so vast and complex as a govamment, will allow that what 
Hastings effected deserves high admiration. To conipai*e the 
most colchnited Kuro|)esn ministers to him to us as'^tiiuusC 

as ir w ould be tu compare the best baker in i^rnloii with Bobinaoa 
Cnt.«oc, wli(». before he could boko a singh* loaf, luul to make his 
plough nijil his harrow, his fences and his scarecrows, his siclj^o and 
his dail, hii* mill and his oven. 

The just ihine of Hastings rises still higlter, when wp reflect 
that he was ml bred a stutcsinan $ that be wastamt from se'twK>l to a 
counting-house; and that be was employed during the priint of his 
man hood os a commercial agent* fur from all InreUeetuul socie^* 

Nor must we forget tliat all* or almost all, to whom, when 
placed at the licad of affair^ he ooitld app^ lof asmstnnee, were 
persons who o|fed as little as him.<etf, oadfMs than himself, to 
edacAtioD. A. dSlljpter in Enrope biWs^. on first day 
en whicli ho commeaoes his fnnctickDs, surrounded by experienced 
public servants, tlie ilepositerms of oHieial tradition^, 
bad no such help. Tiis own reflection, liis own eneq||||Wfire to 
sui)ply the fdnre of all Downing Streot and SomeMm 
Having hod no fociliiirs for IcamiDg, be was foreed to teaiAk 
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htd first to, fom himscK^ aiid then to form bis instnuneBts \ nd 
this not in steingle depurtoieut, bat in oil the depsitmeuts of the 
ndOkiniHretiolu 

Tt be added thnt, vhilc engaged in this most arduous task^ 
Ue ores coniuUBtJ/ tremmelle«l bj orders from iiome, sujil fi'e 9 uen% 
^loiDe down bj % m^ority in coonoib The preservation of au 
Empire from a formidable combinutiou of feteign enemies^ the 
tjousiU*iioti^.i of ageremmtal in all Its pansi were accomplished 
ly Lim, while every ship brought out bales of censure from bis 
^*mpIoyers and while die records o( every coiisalmtioo were filled 
with aiTiinoniottS minutes by bis coUea{rucs. We bolievf^ that 
there never was a public man whose temper was so severely tried; 
rot )hwlbf»rough» when thwirted by tlie Dutch Deputies; nut 
Wellington, when he had \o deal at once with the Portuguese 
l{e^<*ney, the Spanish Jfunbs. nnd Mr. Verctval. Dut the temper 
of lia^tings was equal to any trial. It was not sa^ect; but 
it was calm. Qvt^ and vi^forous as his intellect was, ilie imtieiice 
with which be udtireil the must cruel lexation^ till a remedy 
could be found, resombled the patience of stupidly. He seems to 
havi* been capable of resemmonr, bitter and long^eoduring; yet 
bis nwentment so seldom burned him into any blunder, that it 
may be doubted whether a but appeared to be revenge was any 
thing but policy* 

Tbc effect this singular equaaimHy was that he always had 
the full ci^mmand of all the ir*f **jrc€S one of the most fertile 
minds tij .t cveroxisted« Accoi'dingly no eompUcaliOu of perils 
and embnrrassmeDts could perplex him* For every di/Rculty he 
had a contrivance ready; and, wliatever may be thought of the 
jnstice aod IiumaoHy of $oidc of bU contrivance^ it I> oertiuu that 
thny seldom failed to serve the pur{>osc for which th^ were 
design ed« 

To|;ether witli this extraordinary talout for devising expedients, 
Hastings possessed, in a very high degr^^, another talent searetdy 
less neoessary to a man in his situation; wo mean the talent for 
oonductiog political controre;^, is as neeeasary to ait KugUsh. 
staiesmao in tbc East that he should be able to write, ua it is to a 
minister in this country that he shculd be able to spcoik. It is 
chifty bjtbe oratory ct* a public man here that the nation judges 
o( Us' powers. It is from the letters and reports of a public man 
in India that the dispeoem of patrocmiie form their eitimste of 



M'AUTlfiX UASTXfCOI. 


TI 


him. In ttch CAae> tim (tdont wlii^ rectivei peitulinr ca con mgd* 
uumt ii developed, pertmpft At tlie cxpeim c( the oUiur ]K>«m. 
In tliiii eoun^rji wo AOinetim<«i Iiear men (*p<ak above theif allilitiM. 
It U not vary uquauaI to find in tli«t inditui 8er\*ic6 who 

write above their abilities, Tho Kngliili politician italfOlnloo 
iniicU of ft debater; tlie Indian politivbu a littfc too nnch of ill 
usayitt. 

Of the numerone serrants of tbc Company wlio have diatifK 
guialied tUemeelm aa frnmers of minutes atwl doaiiutdicap Haaiiiigi 
atand.^ n: tho lieiui. , He was indeed the poraon who gave totlie 
oificiai writing of tbc Indian govcniim^nia the charaolir which it 
s^till nnaina Ii«* was nialdh*d ageinst no romsnoo antagtMihiL 
Itut oven Francis was forced to aeknuv\ leduc, with wUea apd 
rcMintfiil CAnd>ur that tlir^'e was no contending ngainat the pen of 
1 1 iStingH* iVnd, iu truUi, the GoremoMaencruL* power of uokfoif 
out a cn^e, ef perplexing wluit it was inconvenient that people 
s<hnul(l nadmtandf and of eetflng in the ch*an\<t {Hiint of Tiei7 
wliutevc; would hour the light* w.gi inenmpartible. Uii stylo must 
be praUw i tvitlv Konu vci(errutj'*ii« It wak in irenerai forcible* 
)»i»re* and iiolisljcd; but it %vas sunieti&iea, not often, turgid* 

atnl, on one or two occasioos, even bombastic. Verbapt the fond* 
nvs» of Ihtstiogs for Persian iiicrature may hare tended to corropi 
lli^ tastv. 

Acid, w*c have itsferred to his literary taatec^ it would be 
most uiijiis; not to praise the judicious encouragcinent which, as a 
ruler* ho gavn lo liberal studies and curious res'^arcbeA. Ifis pa¬ 
tron age was extended* witli prudent generosity, U) voyages, Irarels, 
v*xpt*riiiients, pabUcnciaiis. Ho did little, it is true, towards intro¬ 
ducing iDb> India the learning of Uie West 'i*o make the young 
uativ'.s oi Lengul familiav with Milton and Adam ^itb, to sub¬ 
stitute tue geography* astronomy, and surjcrj' of E>ifo|)e for the 
dotages of tlie lirahminicol superstition, or for the imperfect sciencte 
of ancient Greece transfused through Arabian ex positions, this 
w ns a sebemo reserved to crown the bcuelicens admiDistratioD of a 
ihr more Tirtiioui^ ruler. Still it is uDiH)Srible to refuse con* 
mtridation cu a man who, taken froca a ledger SQ»fOTerD an einrdrt^ 
ot*erwiuduied4y public business, sorroundad Ij^^’peoplc as koiy as 
himself and separat'd by Utousands of lal^ple• from^uIiBaU .etb 
liter;p'y soeicty, govts, both by hia example and by las muatf$MO% 
%\ greut impulm to learniHg. In Pereiao and Antbie literature lua 
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wiA ietplj ABM* With the Saoierft ht.irii neA Umtelf bc* 
qnmlidt who finit bnnigbt Aal Ihtigugo to tlie know* 

lo4|^ of EAQ^Ma BtadeiilB owed much to Ho eoooarageme&t It 
waa udor ldi.^roteetioii tiiot tbo AAt» Sooie^ oommenctd ito 
bonoofotato OMOer. 'Aot diatiagolobod bod/ oelected liim to be 
its first ^erideatf but, witli exceUeot Uste end feeling, lie da« 
dined the honoor in favour of Sir William Jones* Bui the chief 
advantage the students of Oriental letters derived from his 
patronage remains te be mentioDed Tiie Pundits of Bengd hod 
alwajs looked with great jealous/ on the attempts of foreigners to 
into those m/staries which were Ix^od up an the sacred dia- 
The Bniliminical fr^Ugiun hsd been persecuted by tiie Mahom* 

[ What the Hindoos knew of tbe spirit of the Portugni^se 

gOTenimcnt might warrant them in apprehending perMCUtion from 
Cliristiana. That apprehension, tbe wisdom and moderation of 
Hastings removed* He was ilie first foreign ruler who snccet^dtid 
in gaining tbe oonfidence of the liereditar/ priests of ludin, and 
wIhi induced them to lay open to KnglUh scliolara the si'crets of 
tho old Brail minieal tbeolog/ and jurisprudence* 

It is indeed impossible to deny tbat^ in the great art of inspiring 
large masses of ^boman beings with confidence and attaclunent, no 
'ruler ever surpassed Hastings* If lie bad made hini)Aeir iKiputar 
. with the Kriglish by giving up the Keogfjees to extortion and o{>* 
pressioTi, <»r i£ on tbe other han<h be had conciliated Um linngaleeB 
' and nUenated the English^ there would have been no cause for 
wonder* Wiist is pscuHar to him ir that, being tho chief of a snirdl 
bond of strangm who exerciseii boimdlcss power over a great in* 
digeaous population, lie made biauHslf 4>eloved both by the subji»ct 
many and by the dominant few* The aSectiem felt {pr him by tbo 
civil service was singularly ardent aud coostaot* Tbroogb all his 
dibiisters aud perils^ bis brethren stood by him with stadfnat loy¬ 
alty. The army, at tiie same time, loved him as armies have 
aol^ia loved any but the greatest chiefs who have led them to 
victor}** Even In bis disputes with distinguished military men, he 
could always count en tbe ^support of the military profissnoa* 
While such was his empire over the beara of his countrymen, he 
eiyoyed among the natives a popularityt such as other governors 
i here perhaps better norite^ but each as no other governor Ima 
; hf|ki able to attsan* Re ^lokr ihar varMCular duJecu with fa- 
; liBly nA pmdaioik He wis intiiDetely acqniunied with their 
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feelingA and t aago t On ona or two oeeuiofWi for great endi, lie 
deliberately acted in defta&ce of their optoion ^ bat on aueh oc« 
eaajona he gnioecl more in their reaperi than be lost 19, Iheir lore. 
In gener^, lie carrlulljr aroided all that cogld shock dwr Mtlonal 
or religious prgndicea. His adioiniftraiion was indeed ip aaany 
respi'Cta faulty; but the Bengalee standard of good g bisraSBent 
was not liiglu Under tho Nabobs the hurricane of Mabratta 
cavalry bad passed annoally over tlie rioh allurial plaiit. But even 
tiie Mahrattn shrank front n ronfltni with the migb^ children of 
the ; and the iirroeose nee bar rests of the Lower Ganges m*ere 
safely gathered in^ undvr the firoteetion of the English owi^« Ibe 
lirst English coui|ucrorit ItaJ been more rapacious and liereUcas 
even than the Mubruttns; but that generation had paaedaday* 
])t fcctive as was the jMlice, henry as were the public buidMtif'if is 
probable that the nldo^t man in ^iigni could not rocoHcer n sdaMn 
uf w[unl sc^'Ority and prospennty. For the first tiuie wMda living 
Tikvaiury, the province wn« plact^ under a ^'rivcrnmeitl strong 
cn<»iipli to prevent others fiom yi^bbu^g^ nml not inclined to play 
tiu' ioUmt tliir::.*; iiwpirnd At the same 

thr constant ol llsstinga and the nmnner in which be 

<*>:r!cated hirnsedf imta cn^ry difficulty nmh lion an <d^ect o( 
su(H.*rstit>ous a>hniratic>n : and the niun* than regal splendour whicli 
he somc*rii <ta (lfsplay<*«l clorxled a people who liave much in com* 
nion wiih child*T:i. Even now, niter the lapse of more tliao fifly 
years, the native's of India still intk of him ns the greatest of the 
English; utid nurs(*s sing childnn to sk^p with a jingUny.ballad 
abfuu the fleet hordes and richly raparisouud elephants of Sahib 
Warron Ih»sreiii. 


The gravest oilenc^d* which ITnsdngs was guilty did not alTecl 
Ids ]>opulMroy w ith the people i*f lh*iiunl; f«n* those otTeni es wnn 
ctJinmiUMi against iiclghbonring rtates. Those ofihnces. as oui 
reu(f*'r« must have perccivetl, wo nr« not disposed to vindicate; yet 


in order that tiie ocaisun- may bo jus^tly apportioned to the trans 
;5n*s>iiin, it is dt that tlie motive of the eriminal should be takei 
int<i consideration. 1*1^4^ in«itivo wddeh i>roinnted the worst act! 
of Hastings was n|i#diris*tt»l and 

rules of iuHtice. t!io sentiments of huinanitr, tile n^fated faith o 


treati( AdmireIds view as nothingt w hen opp osed to tb ft 
^ate interest oTTIic slut>a*'Hli]s is no TustgidSiop, accor dimr ^4 
^eprincipleo either of ur tiT jvi)at we beliere to im Mm 
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ticil wi<l> gmriity , nAMl 7 » far-<Mghted policy * KeTertlioleas tli« 
MUM of nankin^ which in queHtiona of this aort aoldcn 
^oos iar wron^ will alwaja recognise o distinctioD between crimeo 
wlacii originate iu on inordinnte ibr the commonweiJtl^ and 
crime's which originate in selfish cupidity* To the benefit of tliia 
I^Utiuction Histings is fairly entitled* Th ffe is. cmicrfvn^ no 

that t he Kahilla wa the roTolution of Uenarcs, 
or il.s' ^Kation of tlrc Princerstif oi 0ii(lei'‘S^3bdu rupe^^bis 
fji'tuoe*^ Wo wUf n >r atfrm in uU iKieunSry*ilec1in^^e 
showed that punctilious integrity^ that dfiraU of the faintest l^)pQa^• 
iu:ee cd" which io new the glory of the Indian civil service. 
But when tivi school in which bad been trained and the temp¬ 
tations to which he was exposed are c^msiderad^ we are more 
in’diiHa to prufse him for bis general upngbtaeat witli respect to 
inouejt thnu rigidly to bhime him for a iVir transactions whicb 
ijvv be cnllod indclii'Htc ;ind irreguliu , but whidi even now 
would Itardly be deaigaatcd as ^ inTupt 4 ra paciouamaaiic crrtajgjy 
cot. liud he been so, he would infailibly hoTe retuniod to his 
cotuitry the richest autgea ia Koropo* Wu speak within compaas» 
when wo say thatf without applying any cxtntordinurv jocssure 
he might easily baye obtained :Voiii the semindare of the Company's 
inru\ince5 aud from neighbouring priuces, iu the course of thirteen 
Uior.; than Ume rotUio*:* sterling) and anight have outshone 
the splH)<lv>ur of Cariton IL ;md of the Palai$ JioyaL He 
luought l;umc a fortune such os a < *ovcmor-i^ural| fond of state, 
nod curele.s%of tliriB» might eauiiy. daring so long a tenun.* of office, 
save out of Lis legal salary. Mr:^ lluf^tings, we are afraitl, was 
less scrupulous* It was gonrrany heUeveU time she flcc^sptcd pre¬ 
sents with great alacrity, and timt fJio tbus foniiod. without tlte 
connivance of her husband, a private lumrd aiiJOUQtiog to several 
lacs of rupees. We ore the more inclined to give credit to this 
htory, because Mr* Oleig, who cannot but h^vc heard it, does not, 
os far as wo have observed, notice or contradict it* 

The iofiuence of Hra. Hastings over her husband was indeed 
such that she might earily ^ave obtained much larger sums tlmu 
she was ever accused of receivitig. At Imigtli her health began to 
give way; and the Govemcw-Geaeinh much against his will, was 
jponpelM to send her to England. He seems to have loved lier 
^ith that love whicb U peculiar to men of strong minds, to men 
|irhsM aflktioD is not oasiij won or widely diflus^ The talk ot 
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Calcutta lUQ {ot Mae time oa the luxiaioae' BManer hi wbicli ka 
fitted cp Uie roond-hotice of mi Indimoui for ker ^comtnodiUim, cm 
the profiision of eand^-wood and carved ivorp which adorned her 
cabiiit aud oa the tbontanda of rupeee which had been expended 
in order to procure for her the ioeiety of an agreeable female cosh 
panion during the Tojuge. We map remark here tliat the letteiw 
of Mnstiugi to hit wiic are exceedi^lp characteriftic« Thep are 
tender^ and full of indicatkmfl of esteem and confidenoc ; but» at 
the acme time, a little more eeremoiuoua than is uaofll in m> inti^ 
innie n relation. The aoleinn c^uirte^ with wluch he complinenle 
luR chigant .Marian’* remiodii us now and then of ihe digwifled mr 
with which Sir Cluiriea Orandi.HOD bowed over Mias Upron'e hand 
in iht cedar parlour. 

After aotnc monthsi i&atmgs {wepared to fidlon*^ liis wUe to 
England. When it woe announced that he was about to quit hie* 
office, tite fueling ot the aodetp which he had lo long governed 
niani felted iUelf bp monp signs. Addresses pourt^d in firom 
Europeans and Aiinttcs, front civ^ fwetioDariuK soldtera» and 
traden. On the dap on whieli he delivered up tlic hops of office, 
a crowd of friends und admireri formed a lane to the quap where 
)ui embarked. Several boigcs escorted him far down the river; 
and s<»mo attached fvieiidi refused to quit him till tlir. low coast i)t 
llcngol was fading trom the view, and till the pilot was leaving 
the ship. 

Of his vopage little is known, except that he amused himsdf 
with lKK)ks and with his pui; and that, among the compomtions 
by which he beguiled the tediousness of that long leiiore, was a 
pleasing imitatiou of noroee’a Oriatni ZMoos rogaL This little 
poem was inscribed to Mr^Shmw, afterwards Lewd Imgatnouth, a 
n\aii of whose integritp, humanitp, and honour, it is impossible to 
speak too highlp, bat who, like some other excellent members of 
the civil hervicc, extended to the conduct of his friend Hasringe 
an indulgence of wluch his own conduct never stood in need. 

The vopage was, for those times, very speedp. Haitiiigs was 
littlo more than four months oa the sea- In June, 1785, be landed 
at Hpniouth, posted to London, appeared at Court, paid liis 
YK'spoeU in Leadeohall Street, and ^ou retired with his wife to 
Chvltcnhain. 

lie was grentlp pleased with his rect^ption. The Sing treated 
him with marked distitiction. The Queen, wbo had already in* 



7^ ^ tTAUBEjr HAStlNOa. 

emti much eeosare on account ol* the favoor whieh» in iplte^ol 
the otHuuty severity of her Tirtoei she bnd shown to the elegant 
Maritx^* was not gracious to Hostings* The Directors re¬ 
ceived him in a solemn sitting't end their chairman read to him 
ft rote of thanks which tJie/ had passed without one dissentient 
voice. 1 find myocift” said liaaiiugs, in a kttor w'ritten about 
% quarter of a year efler his arrival in England, ** 1 fifid myself 
everywhere, and univeroallvt tr«^cd with t'vidcDee^ apparent even 
lo my own ohservuiion, 1 pooseas the good opioiou of my 
country.” 

The cc.ufidcnt and exul^ag tone of his correaposdence about 
this tini*; tlie more reiuniktdilc, he liad already ri*cetved 

.nniple notice of the attack vluvh was in preparation. Within a 
w^v*k uiW he landed at l';Tiuuttth* gave notice in the 

Ihni^e of Commons of a m>>tion scrit^* .dy urt'eeting a geotlcrnan 
lately returned from Indiu. The sess^ii !.. however, wns then so Ur 
udsaoceily that it wd$ imix^^dhte to rater on so extvn^^ivc nud 
important a subject. 

Hasting5« it is dear, wn* not sensible of the lian^cr i>f \u* 
j'odtion. ItKlccd that rnpinxy, tJist .iudgment, tliiit rt^ndiness in 
deviling expedients, whi*i, imU distiiiguiBlied him in the East. 

now to have forsak n liim; not that his .< wei'e at al! 
impln.d ; not that be wih ur^\ atiU the same inn?* who laid tn* 
utepin.td over Francis und Xiuicomor, wlio ha<) nrtido the Chief 
JuFliee nnd tlie Kabob Vizs^ r hU tooK whe hnd dvpo.-ctl C hey to 
Smg and repelled Hytkr Aii. But an oak, os Mr. Ornttun linely 
raio. should not be transpluntvd ur dl^y. A man who, having h*ft 
England wljeo a boy, returns Ut it after tlurty or forty years paased 
m India, will find,* be bii talents wiiut thev mav, tlmt he lioa much 
both to learn and tp unleani before lie can take a place nmong 
English statf-smeo. The working of a r%;p)'esentat:Ye i^yhtein, t)iu 
war of porticis the arts of debato, tlic iojluence of tlie press, arc 
startling novelties lo him. Snrrounded on every side by new 
uiachiot'S and new tactics, he is as much bewildei^ as Huonibal 
would Iiave been at Watcrk>o. or TJiemistoeles at Trafalgar. Ilia 
very acuteness dehidea lutn. His v*er7 vigour causes iiim to 
stumble* Tl^e more correct his maxims, when tpplied to the state 
of society to which he is ftccustomed, the more certain they are 
«to lead him ostny. This was strikingly the case with Hastings. 
Li India he hod a bod hood ; but he was muster of the game, Ond 
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lie won every stake. In EngU^ he h«M eKeell<^t cuds, if he 
lied known how to pliij tfaia; ebd it was ebiefly by his own emu's 
that he was brought to the ve^ oThdn. 

Of nil hli errors the most ssrioiia was perh^ the choioe of a 
champic.. Clive, in similar circaastaDces, hod made a siagalatiy 
happy teleetion. He put himself into the hands of Wedderburn, 
aiUrwsrds l<ord l^onghbotoagh, one of the few great advocates 
who have nlsn bc>en g re a t in the House of Commons.^ To the 
defence of Clive, iher^di^ nothioc was wanting, ntither learning 
nor knowledge of tho wotid, netther forensic scuteneM nor that 
eloquence which diaruai political aiseinbHes. Hastinga'tMrastcd 
his'iiiterests to a very diflhrent person, a major in Bengal 
'irmy, sumed Scott. This geatienan had be^ sent over frow. 
India some time U-foro ss the agent of the Govemor^GeaeriL 
It was rumoured that hia aervicea were rewarded with OrlenhO 
moniKcenvi: i und wv bcliore that be received much more than 
Hustings citiild eonvenienliy spare, llie M^jor obtained a seat 
in Parliumont, and wus there regarded as tite otgan of his em* 
ployer. It was evidently impoesihle thut a gentleman so situated 
could speak wHh the authority which belongs to an independent 
position. Kor had the agent of Hastings the talents neoessary 
fur obtaining the car of an assembly whieh, a(*mstoni«‘d to listen 
to great orators, had naturally become fastidious. He wm always 
on Ills legs; he was very todioos; and he had only one U^e, tliu 
merits and wrongs of Hastings. Every body who knows the 
House of Commons will easily guen wfant followed. The Major 
was soon considered us the greatest bwe of bis time. His ex¬ 
ertions were not Confined to Parliamoit. Tlierc was hardly a 
day on which the newt^Mifera did not ctmtoin some puff upon 
Hostings, signed ^liatieis or Ben^lfniis, but hnoWn to be 
written by tiie indefatigable Scott; and hardly a month in which 
some bulky papi]«lilct on the same subject, and from the sane pen, 
did not pass to tlie truiikmakcrs and tliu pastrycooks. As to this 
gentleman's capacity for conducting a delicate rioesticn through 
PariuuiK'Ut, our ri-ndors w'tll want no evidence beyond that whirb 
they .will find in letlcrs preserved in these volumes. We wii! gis-e 
aaU^ specimen of his temper and judgment He designated the 
greatest man then living aa “ that reptile Mr, Burke." 

In spite, liuwcver, of this imibrtuuate cboiee, the gensval ospec./ 
of afikirs was favourable to Hastings. Tbe King was on bis side. 
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The Cvttpto^ and ha aerrantij were imIoub in liu cause. Ajnon^ 
pnbUe urn Md mutj ardent friende. Soeh were Lord M^tne* 
field, who had oirfliThd the vigour of hie bodj, but not that af hia 
niad; and Lta^ Laaadowoe, who. though oneoanected w^ti 
partj, retdsed thadv^tanco which belaaga to great takata and 
hnowledj^ 'Tha aaiauters were genenUfy bdleved to be fhvmir* 
able to the lata Ooveraor'GeeeraL Thoy owed their power to llw 
elamour 'which had ieha raised cg^nt Mr. 3foa’a Saet Todia Bill. 
The antlmra of tibat bilL wtieo aceued of inTadiiig veated rights, 
and ofaettiag up powers unknown to the eenetUntion, bad defended 
tbemselTea by pohitiog tu tUo (^bie<t of Haeiings, and by Hrgii< 
ing that abnaewao extraci-di-iarj joafifteil extraordinnry ine:isnTTi:>. 
'-I^oao who, by of^iaaing that hilt, had iwised ffaenselves to t!io l.eAd 
of nfiairs, would natanUy bo inclined to extennath the evils which 
h'.'i bt-en made the plea 1.>r a'lniiidatcriog ao violent a remedy; and 
Bitch, io fiut) was their ^>vi>’i iu diapeeitioa. Hie liOrd Chancellor 
Thurlow. in purticulitr, great ptaee and force of iniclleet 

pnic him a weight in the i*<-vemiaent infiddor only to that of 
jVIr. Pitt, espoused the cnu'c Uastiogs with indecuroua violence. 
Mr. Pitt, though he had c'-xciipid many parts of tlie Indian aya- 
tem, had .studiously abst:*ir- •; rn>iB saying a word against the lato 
ehirf.of the Indiu govcvr:n>‘nt. To i^tt. indeed, the 

young uinister bad iu privri'f ’Extolled Bai^ngs at u great, a won¬ 
derful roan, who had the higl^- 't elaina on the govrrnmenL Tlicre 
was only one objeotion to gr;i>iting alt that eo eminent a servant of 
the p'lblic cnuld ask. The rescluU-m of censure still reipained on 
the jonrpitls of the Jlouse of Coi-unons. That resolution was, in¬ 
deed onjust; but, till it was re.-riRded, could the minister advise 
the BTibg to bestow any mark uf apjlhbation on the person cen- 
eured? Xf Major Scott is to be truated,f|Mr. Pitt declomd that 
this was the only reaaoBiWbicb prevented the idvieerB of the Crown 
from conferring a peerage on toe late Gevemor-OeneraL Mr. I>iin> 
das WHS toe only important member of the adminiatratiou who was 
deeply eommitted to a different view of toe gubject He had aoved 
toe reeolntioa which created the diftatoy'; hot even from him 
liMe was to be aj^rehended. Sipce^ bad presided over the oomr 
BHtee on Eastern afihtra^ greet 'chaegea had ta4h place. Be waa 
sniTOundMl by new alba*; be had fixed hia hopes on new oljeclit 
and whatever nay bare been his good qHdiCiea,»and be had 
smny,—fiattery itetof berer Todteuod rigid tofiriatoiioy in too 
number. 
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‘ From the tni iMiy, therefore, Htiatings htd eTei 7 reason to er- 
|ieet taj^rt; ti.d the miaietrjr was Terjr powerful. The opposition 
vu lo^ lod T'shement against him. But the opposition, ttMgh 
formidable from the wealth and fnieeaee of some of its membei^ 
and iVoat the admirable taleota and efeqveacc of othrrs, wia out* 
nonberddin fuitiaineat, and odfoto throaghont the country, fifer, 
os far aa we can Judge, wu the tipposition generallj desiroof to 
engage in so seriont an nadfitalritig aa the impeachment of an 
Indian Goeemor. Sadhjan tvfeaahawhi moit last for jmn. B 
must impose am the chielrof ^ party n temaoM load of Uboar. 
Yet it could setreeiy. In anj manner, affeA the event of fhe great 
political game. T>ie followen of the coalition were Ute i w fe r e more 
incIiiK'd to rerile ilasiings than to-proseoMelih^ Thty lost nn 
oppoi'iunity of coupling hia none with the nams of the moat hate* 
ful tyrants of wbuni liistory makes otentien. ^e wits of Bresdteh 
aimed tl'tiir keenest sin'asms both at his paUle and at bia domestic 
life. Soini’ Ane diitnioods wliieb be had presented, ae it was 
ruiiionr<Al, to tlio royal family, and a eartola richly earred ircay 
bud whioli the Queen had done him the honour to Mcept from him, 
were favourite eubjttcls of ridicule. One lively poet proposed, that 
the great acts of the fair Marian’s present hosbaud should be in* 
mortslized by tlie pencil of his prcdeceasor; and that Tmhoff ^{lonld 
be employe-! to erahetlish the Uouae of CVaamoos withpamtings of 
the bieediti'; Rohillas, of Nuneomar swittyiag, of Qteyte Kag letr 
ting himtclf down to the Gsiq^ee. Anothur, in an exqnisitely 
humorous parody of Virgil’a tbM eclogue, pm^toundad the tyies* 
tion, whai tlmt minerel could be of whieh r^ had power t» 
make the m<>st austere of princeeses the fries^ of a wnadon. A 
third described, with gay mdkTolrace^ the goigeons jppanranee of 
Mrs. Hastings at St. Jwea’s, the plazy of jewels^ ten from la* 
ditn Begums, whieh adttned her head dnas, her neflUaaa Reaming 
with future votes, and the depending questiois that shone upon 
her ears. Satirieal attacks of this description, and perhaps a motion 
for n vote of censure, would have satisfied the gmat body of the 
opposition. Bet th erc -lrer n two men whooe indigaatioa was not 
to be so appeamd, I’bt^ Fraade wd Edmund Bake. 

Kranria had rect-ody eiw es od the Howe of Conraaoni^ and had 
already established a charaoter lhen fa ioduatiy Md ability. He 
laboured Indeed under one meet nnlbrtuDatB defb^wakef flQeney.>) 
But be notytioually expr siied hiaadf with « dignity and enn^ 
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worthy of the groaiest onton. Befofwhe had beea many dim i 
Pftrlinaent he uMacred tl)« bitter cU^tto of Pitt who rt'oiti^i 


parlinaent, he ioywd. die bitter cU^tto of Pit^ yho rt'oitt^iy 
j^ted hilt ju'^uch a^erity ai the lawi of dehite bmM 
Me*. lapM of yarn •tor dtaoge of aeeaa^d mitigated 

thb imraitiei «bidi R mci a had broagltt biok ftite the Kaat. 
After lua usual fiw^Vwi, he mistook his avlevolenM ib^ firtae, 
aiwsed it. as proeehers tell us Uilt we oi^t to sane oar gdod 
diiposttio.ts, and pai-aded it, on all..oeouioni, with Pbarisaiilal 
ojtentation. . 

The zeal of fio^b j^aii still ftereery birt it wm ftr pacer. Hen 
unable to naderytiiM di's elovatioo of.Ua-Bnalthaia tried to fiail- 
aat aoue disoreditabla motive for ^e T^eaMMs and peniuoei^ 
yrhich he showed oa fl^ occasion. Bat ihs^b»aa ehogetlier filled 
'^cidleBtory^dm*,|^|»^ some prifatosUi&i^fe. iuoen^o ]i:isk>iig 
ntw lifve.'^n by ndyflai^ of Mr. GK-ig sup- 

fMSes that Burke was actuated by parQr that he retained a 
bitter remembrance of the full of tbe coalitioo, that he iittribotcd 
that fall to the exertioRh of the Eest India interest, uo i that he 
considered Uustiage as the head and the re p r os a n tativ*! of that in» 
tercst. This explanation r-H-ins to be sufBeiendy reftited by a refer* 

ence tu dates. Tlio hostiiitv of Buike to Tfasliiigi,iiii.. loog 

before the coalition; and iiistcd lopg after B^e hail beocaae a 
strenuous supporter oi' those by vbma tiw eealiUon had been de> 
fwted. It be^io whenBurke .and Fox, closely allied togetiwr. were 
attacking the infloeace of tlie rrown, nod calling for ;>eaoe with tho 
AmericAB republic. It continued tiUiBurke, ^ieiiatad from Fox, 
and loaded with the faeoars of tlte crown, died, preaching a crosade 
Against the French republic. We surely cannot attribute to tbe 
events of 1784 an enmhy which beganin 1781, and which retained 
undiiiuuirited force long after persoos fas more deeply implicated 
than Hastings in tbe oveats of 1784 bad been eonlially forgiven. 
And -why should we look for any other explanetioQ of Berke’a con* 
duct than that wfakb we And on the svrfaee ? Tim plalw i> 
that - - 







wei asaa m wnom wunpessi— tor a 
of i^liietiee and tyranny, were as Mtom m in toe Cans or 
son. And although in Ua, ai n 1ms Casas anii In Cl^lsen, 
lufole fiMtings were nUs^ed with the fnArrailf whiDh belongs to 
luuB«r aitnre, hg nw then, entiilpi to gr eat pr aise, that 
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ho devoted yenrs of intense la1x»ur to the eereioe a people with 
whom bo had neithor blood nor language^ neither religion nor 
mamiRe in eoauuoo, and from whoa no reqniti^ no tbankl^, no 
ap^oae could be expected 

His knowledge of India wai such ai few^ eres of tboie Eor^eana 
who have passed maa;' years id that conntrji have attained 
such as oertainl/ was nevor attained by any public mu who had 
not quitted ’Europe. lie had studied the historyt the kwa and the 
usages of the Kast with an industry, such as is seidom found united, 
to sc much genius and so much senaibility. Others have perhaps 
been equally Ubofiou% aad have collected an equal mass mate* 
risk But the manner in which Burke brought his higher powera 
uf intellect to work on statements of facts, and on tables of figures^' 
was i)cculkr to hiiustclf* In every part of tboei huge bales of 
diau iiiftirmatlon which repelled alitmt aU other readers^ bis mind, 
at onof pifilosopfaicul aad poetical, found aM>ethiog to instruct or kb 
delight, ilis reason analysed and digested those rest and shape* 
less ; his imagination auitnated and colour&l them* Out of 

darkness, nnd d illness, and confusion, be formed a multitude of in¬ 
genious thf':riea and > ivid picture). He bud, in the lii^bcst degree, 
that noble t7»culty whereby mnn is able to live in the past and in 
the ftituiv*. Ml the <]i^taat und in tins unreal India and its iubabit- 
uDts were* not to him, as to most Englishmen, mere nnmcsi and 
nbstmctir«n<, but a real country and a real i>e(»ph*. I'iie btimiog 
biin, the rtnsiige vegetation of tlie palm and the tree, tlic rice- 
Add, tuiik, the huge trees, older than the Blivjsd cm}are, under 
which the village crowds assemble, the thatched ]*oof of the Da¬ 
sani's hut. thr rich tracery of the mosqna wbive the imaum prays 
with )n» fw K' to Mecca, the drums, banners, and gaudy idols, 
the devott*' swinging in the air, the graceful maiden, with the 
pitchci on hor^he.ad, deaocuding the stejM to the river-side, the 
bisek faces, the long beards, the yellow streaks of sect, the turbans 
urid tlu* iluwiug robes, tlie spears and the silver maces, the ek* 
phints with their canopies of state, the gorgeous palanquin of Ac 
prince, and the close litter of tlie noble huly, all these things ware 
tu him as the olyeuts amidst which lus bwn life had been passed, 
us the olycets which lay on the road between Besconsdeld and St, 
James'a Street, All India was present to the eye of his mind, from 
the halls where suitors laid gold and perfumes at the fbet of sove- 
rrigos to iUo wiid moor where the gipsy camp was pitched, from 

9 
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tiM baihr, knamiag Ifte t bee^liire with th« crowd of buyen and 
idllerii to the where the lonely courier ftbakes his bunch of 

iron tings to.oeare ewty the bpnenss. He fasd just ts H?ely an 
idea of the rasiirreetiea at Benares as of Lord George Gordon’s 
riotSt and of the exeeotkm of Nancotnar as the ezeention of 
D^ Do41 Oi^nesaum in Bengal wm to him the wne 'Uiing as 
nppTOirim In the et r eeti London* 

He saw that Hasdnjp.had beanfmltr of eonie most tn^pstfiaUe 
acta, hn that foUowed'was oatncal and neeesmty in a ain^ Uke 
Barkers. His imiyintioa and his paaioxu, once ezeitedi' hurried 
him beyemd the bounds of jostioe and good seiis& His reasee. 
powerfal as it wa^ became the ria?e of feeHogs whieh It should 
jhire CMtroUed. His uidignttioo, rirtuons in Its orig^i» aeqaired 
too much of the eh^nctex of peraonst Averrion. He eonid see no 
nudgating careumstance* no redeeming merit* His temper^ which* 
though generoua and adbctionatei had always been irritable, bad 
now been made almost savage by bodily infirmities and mental 
Tczations. Conscious of great powers and great Tirtues, be found 
Umselff in age and porerty. a mark for the hatred of a perfidknis 
court and a deluded * In Parliaroent his eloqucdio was out 
of date. A young generation* which knew him not luid filled the 
House. Whenever ha to apeak, bis voice was flro>^*nedhy th^ 
unseemly interruption of lads w bo were in thdr crudtos when bis 
oraiioDS on the Stamp Aci railed forth tbo applaii^A of the greet 
Earl of Chatham, ^ese things hud pHiduc^ on liis proud sn<l 
sensidee spirit an eff^ nidch we cniioot wonder. He conkl 
iH> l^ger discuss any question with calmness* or make allowance 
for lumest differeneea of opinion. Those who think tbnt he was 
more violent and acrimonious in debutea about India than on other 
occasioDi are ill iafonned respecting thr last ycorti of his liie. In 
the dtscassiems on the Comaasrcial Treaty with the. Court of Yer* 
sailles, on the Regency, on the l^eoch Revolution* iie shoi^s^ 
even more virulence than in eondueting the impeachment. Indeed 
it may be remained tb^ the very pefsoos who called him a mis- 
t chievoos maniao, for condetpaiTig in burning words the Uolulbt war 
• and the qmHatioQ of the Begums, exalted him into a prophet ns 
jsoon aa he began to declaim, with giwiter vriiemenee, and not with 
'greater reason, against the taking of the Bastile and the insults 
^red to llarie Antoinette. Ta 
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but in both taaes t Meat aod ffood maDt led itto txtnw^xM br 

Tm^ ba doubted wI^eUiM ilia ^raoD^ udpathy df fbanet% 
or the nobler indignation of Buihe»*«Cfild hare led tb«r party ta 
adopt extretno neuittirefl against Haatinga^ if lui own oondiiet ba8‘ 
lieen judicious* He should have felt tliat, great us hia pttbHa 
fiiTvices bad been, he was not faiiltlea^ and alioaid have bam 
(•ontent to make hia escape, wiibout aspiring to the bonoim af 
a triumph* He and hia^ageot took a dillbreiit Tiew* They verb 
impatient for the rev arda wbicb, as they conceived, were d^ecrod 
only till Bnrke'c attack should be over* Th^ accordingly remrftod 
to force oil a decisiTe action with an enemy for whom, if they ha# 
lN*en wise, they would have tntde a bridge af gold. On the iT|l 
dny of the seaaion of 178S, Msjor Scott reminded Bofla of* the 
notice given in the preceding year, and aaked wbotber it aras 
seriously intended Co bring ary cliarga against the late Governor* 
Oenerah Ibis challenge IcA ao coarse open to rbe Opposition, 
vxcopt to come fewward as accusers, or to acknowledge themselves 
(ulumniutors. Tbe adojioisumdoa of Hastings had not been so 
blameless, nor wma the grrttt. ^ North ao feeble, 

that it could be prudent to vaiiture on so l>Qld a deQanoe. The 
loaders of the Opposition inaedntiy returned tlie only aoswei* 
which they could witli honourretupi; and the whole pariy was 
irn*vocably pk'ilged to u prosectftiou. 

Burke be^mu his Operations ^ ap{ifying for Papers. Some of 
the documents ibr whi«'ti L<* iisk^ wore refused by tbe mifiiwors, 
who, in the dibate, held language such ss ftrongly confirm^ the 
}>rnvailltig opinion, tliut they iuteudvd to support IlasliDga. In 
ApriL the charges wore laid on the table* They had been drawn 
Ity JJupke w*itu great ability, though in a form too uiurii resoinbiuig 
that of a paqpldet. Hasiiuga was funiisheu with a copy of the 
rK^usntioQ; and it was inti mail'd to him that he might, if he 
thought fit, be heard in his own defruee nt the bur of tbe Comiaons* 

Here again Hustings Wais pursoeil by tho same iatsiity which 
had attouded him aver since the day when he set foas ew^SagUrii 
ground. It seemed to be di.«creed thai this tpan, ao^Ute end ao 
syecessful in tlie £sst, abogid commit lutfbing bniUnMara in 
ISorope* Anyjodidoui odv^rwould have iM himM|#|ab^ 
thing which lie could.do wcpild be to make un dpupynL 
and aSccting oration at the tuir of Uie Hobse; ^SEHL 
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eeuld llM trtfil liimtdf to speak, aad foand it nece«8«-y to rend, 
he ouj^ to th as c<)(BciBe as possible. Audiences sccustonied to 
amphcaaeoii dehatiag of the highest cxceileoce are always 
laqMHkM U long wiftten compositions. Hastings, howe^-or, sat 
4owt M be woTtU have done at the Govcmment'bonsc in Bengal, 
and jRepered a paper of immense length. That paper, if recorded 
oa the consultations of sn liidiaa administration, would bare been 
juBitfy pre^d as a very able minute. But it was now out ol' 
place. It fell hat, aa the best written dd’oice must have 
flat, on OB afsembly accnslumed to tho animated and stivniioiiK 
coniieU of Htt and Fo\. 'ilte membo.rs, nj euon ns tli'-ir i-nri- 
niitjr •bout the fic6 line! dt'Dxiancur of io eminent n «trnn^r^r waa 

to dinnor, and loft Hastings to tell his 
futorj till midnight to tb« cterke and the ScT^eant-at-arn).*. 

AU prelimioafy itepi Imping been duly taken, Ilarko, in the 
beginnii^ of June, bi^n^ht forward the eharge hi tl&c 

Kobilla war. He acted di^K-rectly in placing this nct'^sMition in iIk* 
ran ; for Duodaa had formerly moved, and the hud udophn], 

a resolution condemning, in the nio$t severe tenti>. poli^ fd- 
hfwed by Huatinga with n*;;ard to Jtohileund. hivd littliu 

or rather nothing, to iti defcnci? of hii* own consistency j but 
he put a bedd fiice on th^* intitrer, mid oppoiKul tin* rnoiMin. Amont; 
oth^ things, he declami thougli he i^till thiuijhi the Hohilla 
v ar unjastiiiablep he conshli 7>:d the R^rvicen whic ii Ilaitirg^ had 
5 ubseqnciitly rendered to tlr fate ub Miflicient to atuiie even Jbr 
great an uffenee« Fitt did not !:p<‘ak, but vi)n*>l with IhindaK; 
and llastinga was abaolred by a hundred and nineteen votue ngnluHt 
MXty-ae%'ens 

Ua&tingR waa now couiident of viototy. It BCt^meds indee<2. that 
he had reaaon to be eo* Tln^ Itohiiln war of all hn meas^ures, 
that which bis accusers might wutb gp*iiti«st ad rant ago ae^uiil. It 
had been condemned by the Court of birectutv^. It had been con¬ 
demned by the Hooae of Commons. It bad ht^n condemned by 
Hr. Dund^, who had since become the chiel* miniMur of the 
Crown for Indian afEsirs. Yet Burke, having ehoaan this strong 
greondt Itad been completely defnated on it. That, having fmled 
hef% he should sucre^ ra any (loint, was gf^iierally thought im* 
pgilHHa* It was mmoared at the clubs and coffee-houses that one 
^ IlMiapa two more enlarges would be brought forward, that if, 
on ^eas charges, the sense of the House /if Commons should be 
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igaifift iapeaekmeati th« Oppogitioo would the 
chat Hastiogfl would be ioimediately rtiiedto the peen^ AiM* 
rated with tbo star of the Bath swon of the priT^ cotDe^ aa8 
iurited to lend ibe asaUtaoee of bis taknta and exparienoa to IlMi 
India \K)anL Lord Thurkw, indeed* some months befooe^ lUhl 
spoken with contempt of the semplea which iwerented Flt%fcna 
calling HasUnge to the House of Lords; and had even said iha4 
if tlie Cliaiieellor of the Kuebequer was afraid of tbs CeBJMq|ib 
titeie was nothiag to prerent the Keeper cf the Greet Seal frw 
taking the Toy$l pleasure about a patent of peerage* The 
litle a'AS chosen. Hastings was to be Lord DavlesAfdf 
through all changes of acene and changes of f^rtaa^ remelMd 
unchanged his attachment to the spot which had witoeaiad tha 
greHtiic4s and the full of his fAruily* and which bad bcraeepgiM 
H part in the first dreams of bis foung ambstioD. 

But in a rerj few days these fiur proapccti wire orcraast* Ow 
the tljirti cnlii of June, bfr. Fox brought for«.nrih with great uhL 
lity uiid eloquence, the charge respecting the Iroatment of Cbejte * 
■Sing. Franc is f<^ih/wed on the samo side. Tiie mends of Has 
tings ivcnt in high spirits when Pitt rose. With his usual abun* 
duucc mid felicity of hiitgutqrcs the Minister gave bis opinion on 
the Ci\M\ Hu inaintaiiicd that the (J over nor •General wasjustiflsid. 
in oalling on tiu* UnjuU ol* Benares fer pecuniary sssistaiMW^ aod 
ill jn3]i'u»iiig a tine when tiiat assUtatice was contumaciously with¬ 
held. lie also tliought tbtit the ininduct of th^ (ioremor-General 
during ilic iasarrc*ctnHi had been dUtitiguish^d by abili^ and pre* 
sence of in inch He c^.nsuredi with great hictemesa, the oonduct 
of Francis, lH>th in India and in Parlianr nt* as most dishonest 
and maligimiit Tlie necositary inference from Pitt*s argumcDts 
seemed to bo that Hastings ought to W honourably acquitted; and 
both the friemlH uiul the opponents of the Minister expeetod from 
him a dcclaraticm to that efieet. To the ostonisliment of all pi¬ 
ties, Iio concluded by saying ibat, though he thought it ri^t in 
Hastings to fine Cheyto biing for eoiUamacy* yet the amount of 
the irnc was too grout for the oocasioo. On this groand^ mtd on 
this ground alone, did Mj'. Pitt, applauding eresy otbor pari of 
the conduct of Hustings with reganito Benaraa* dadnra he 
should ^*ote in favour of Mr. Pox s motion* 

Tho House thuiidctvtruek; and it well might be so. 

Uio UTotig done tr> fvheyto »Singt ereu had It beau as fiagitioiis as 
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Fox IHatf|^onMi4ed, wm a trifle wlirn conpared 

[ beeft MicieA on Rohileund* Bat if Mr. Pitt^f 
8 tng T*ar6 eorn»et» diore yrns no ground 
on liilMKdklMltti oantu for n roto of centum. If tbc offcooc 
cd Ilntrtliilt wnt BO more tbon thiis tliat, having a nght to 
linposa • owilet, 1B» tootint of which mulct wan not ddineJ^ hot 
was kit tp be tefUcd by his discretion^ he ho^i not for his own 
tdvnuMfe, bat.lbrtbef of the statCi dcmaodttd too much, wn^ 
an offence wbldb Vcguircd a criminal prueeedtpg of tba highest 
Mdemnit/f a orivdfia) proccediof, to which) duriag siity y^rs^ 
no public fbneffoMry had been subjected ? We ooo see, wc think, 
in whit trey a man of sense and integrity aright bare been induced 
Ih take any course respecting Hastings, except the course which 
Mr« Vitt look* 8udi a hiaii aright have tbooght a great example 
neeeasaiy, for the preTenting nf injustice, and Utr tbe vindfeating 
ot' the national honour, n;.t! might, on tltai ground, have voted for 
impeachment both on th * RohiUa charge and cmi the Benorea 
charge. Sack a man nrisht have thought that tlie offences of 
Ilaatinge had b e e n atoned i'»»v by great services, mid taiglit, on that 
g^Hlod, have voted ogainM the imi»eacbnMmt, on lK>th clitrges. 
With great diffidence, ivc give it hs our oginiou that tho imMt 
eorreot coutm would, on the whole, bare bew to ur.;»each on the 
Bohilla eborgei and to acquit on the Benares char^jo. Und the 
Beoarea charge appeared l«; us in the aaiue light in which it a]v 
p&ired to Mr. Pitt, we 8b^uk\ without hesitation, )iave vots^ lur 
* aco uHtal on that charge. Tho one course wlricli it is incoticcivablc 
that any man of a tenth part of Mr* Pitt’s nbilitiea can have 
honestly taken was the coarse which he took* 11** acquitted Has* 
tings on the Rohilla diarge* He 8ofti*ne<l down the Bi tinres 
charge till it became no charge at all; und then be proDouuced 
that it contained matter for UDpi*aclaD<*iit. 

Nor must it be forgotten that the principal reason asAiynitd by 
tbe miiuatry for not in.i>etclung Hostings on account of the liohilla 
war was this, that thedeUnquencici of tbe early part of bis a<l* 
ministnUMm had been atoned fen* by the execdlencu of the later 
part. Was it not most ex tra o r di nary that men who hud held this 
laugnage could afterwards vote that the laler part of his udmini* 
^tratfaii famished matter for no less than twenty articles of im« 
? They fink eepraseoted the conduct of Hastings in 
mi as to Ui^^iseritorioos that, like works of super* 
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erof^ation in the Catholic theoh^, il puglit fo %€ t^fficactoiii hf tHi 
cunoeliing of ibrnier oSbnccA; and thejr Uien pnoMeutodUli ftr 
bia conduct in 1780 and 178L ^ . 

The general a^toniahment wta the g rentg» became, onfy twvty* 
four hours before, tbc tnembera oo whoA tbemideter could dapeed 
iiad received the usqaI notes froca the Treaatiiy, bdSging thaai to 
bo ill their piaccR and to \Me againat Mr. Foz^s ttotjqp. ft wee 
aMtTicd by Mr. J'lj.^Ling^ tliot, early on the nnniBg^ the rery 
day on which tlic d«)hnte took piece, Duodaa called on Fht, woke 
l;im, and was closeted with him many faoora* The» rfsolt of thij 
CMifcrenve wua a dotemunadon to give up the lato Ooveruor^Ger 
tienil to tlie Tengennce of the Oppositioa. It was inipomlble eren 
for ilu*. moat {iow*«t ful minister to carry gU his followers wkh hfah 
in HI «'trungc a course. Sovenil persons high in oSicei the 
noy^CiiMivru), Mr. GretiviUe. and I^rd Uolgra^e, divided egaiBit 
Mr. J'itt. liut the devoted adhefeots who atood by the heed of 
ti<o goy< \ iin>ent witiioiit asking queadpoSp were sui^citwitlj nume* 
rous to t;nn the miU . A hurisfred tod nineteen jnembera voted ^ 
for Mr. l ox*s mutiuii; seventy *111110 againatit Uundaa aileiitty 
ful lowed 

That p<nd and great man. tbo late WiUiam *WiIborforce, often 
related tiio events of this remarkable night lie described the 

of the House, and the bitter r« decljons whidi were 
iiiutter^nl a^'aiiist lUc i^rlmc Miniatur by aome of the habitual sup* 
liortura of government. Pitt himaelf appeared to feel that hia 
conduct required some explanation* He k'ft the trwuiy umeh,'^ 
sat tor somt! time next to Mr. Wilberforci', oiiJ very earnestly de* 
clared that be Itad found it impoasible, a.** a loan of conscience, to 
ftiuid any inuger by Hastings, The business, lie said, waatoobaA 
Mr, Wilberfqrce, we are bound to aild, fully believed that hia 
friond was sincere, and that the suajneiona to which this inyate- 
rious u0uir gave rise were altogether unfound^ 

Those suspLcioos, indeed, were aueb as it ia painful to menUom 
The friends of Hastings, most of whom, it Is to be ebaenred, 
generally auptiortrd the administration, affirmod that the dtotiTe 
ct Pitt and Dunda« was jealousy. Haatiogs was ptfeeully a 
&vourite witli the ICiug. He was the idol oi' the East India 
pany and of its servants. If ho were alisolved by the 
aeated among the liordi, admitted to the Board of Ceadqi^ eloedy 
alMed with the atrong^oded and imp'rious Thurio^.Val it 
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ihioit iiffiil that ka would diww to Licoadf tte autire mao^ 
ogcmoUk of EMtorn aflaira ? Was ii not posaible tlui lie miglit 
b^ome a formidable rival in UU cabinet ? It had prubablj got 
abroad that very angnlar cofumanicaticoa bad taken plui^ between 
Thuiiow wad l^or Scott, and that, if the Firat I«ord' of the 
Treaaury was afraid to rfconunend Hailings for a pei'xage, the 
ChaMBlloi a'aa read/ to take the reeponaibility of that step on 
Lkuaelf. Of aU mimators, Pitt waa Uie least likely to subroit with 
patience to aoA an encroachment on his fuDctsons. If the Com* 
sums impeaehad Hastings, all danger was at an end. The pro** 
ceeding, howevtf it nujxtit terminate, would probably la^t **0010 
years* Tn the flMantiiii<\ the accused |KTSon would Uv excluded 
from boAOiwa and public eui{doyiticnts, aiul coold 6curc<*i;' venture 
even to poj hU duty at urr* 8iicli werf: the snoiivcs aitributcii 
^7 a great part'of the puMic lo the young tninister, uhese ruling 
passion was genetmlly to be avarice of power. 

TLo prorogation s<K*t. jMermpted tlie discttssiou> n^perting 
Hastings. In tho followi^c year, those discussioiiSM'Te n^sumetl. 
Tim charge touching 1 I ** *pulintiou of the Begum^ r.us brought 
forwani by Sheridan, in A whiidi was so ira)R n'ertu reported 

that it may be said to uholl> lost, but wliirlt u;is without 
doubt, the meet elabonui.!/ i riUiunt ot* ull the ).ro iuctioiis of his 
ingenious mind* The iui| which it pro<hin'd wns such as 

has never been equalled. il * ^at down, not merely umid^t cheer* 
tog, but amidst tho loud «. ppiug of bumls, in which the Lortls 
below' the bar and the ati:riccr> in the gallery joined* llie ex* 
citemctii of the House was ii tiiui no other speaker ceuU obtain 
a hearing; and the dclnito \r.i> adjouiTied. Hie ferment spread 
fast tlti'oiigh the town. Willdu tour and twenty hours, Sheridan 
was oibtri'd a thousand pounds for ilu ropyrigbt of the s]>ecch, if 
ho wouhi himself correct it for the ju'e^s. The impression uiade 
by this remarkable display of ekiqucnc« on severe and experienced 
critics^ whose dUccxiunent may be i^jpiHisedto have been quickened 
by emulation, was deep and ]fernianent Mr. Windham, twenty 
years later, said that the speech dc‘*Tvdd ali its lame, and was, in 
spite of some faults of taste, sneh as were seldom wonting eitber 
in the literary or in the parliameutnry {lerformanccs of Sheridan, 
t^e finest that bad been delivered within the memory of luan* Mt* 
Fm, about the same time, being a^keil by the lute Lord Holland 
what was the beat speech ever made tn the House of Commons, 
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anigned the first pUce> without baaitettoih to tba great oraliaa dT 
Slieridao on this O^e charge. 

When the debato wm reeoined, the tide raa ao ilreogty Igiiait 
the ACCUMed eh at his frionds were eooghed and aeragi^ .dowa. 
Pitt declared liimaelf for Sheridan’s aotieii; the'qnestiM was 
carried by a iiundred and sorenty^ftre Totes egsint riTty dghf 

l"be Opp<i8ition« Qushsd with victory and etrengly 
the public nyiupathy, proceeded to bring forward a sneeessioaNMir 
charges relating ciih^fij to pecuniary tmfiMetioDS. The Mands df 
Uas^tings were discouraged, and having now no hope of being able 
to avert an 'mpeuchment, were ant very strenuous ig their eg* 
criions. At Wn^ttli the House, liavtng agreed lu twen^ aiticles ft 
cluiT>r«*, direcbui liiirke to go before the and ^ 

hXH Ouveriior-(icnersl of High Crimes and IKsdeniPaacaiim M$b^ 
tings WQR nt the >ame lime arrested by the Serjesnt-at^arowbttBd 
Ciurit'd \0 t)ic but' of the Peers. 

'Ho* WAR now Within tea days of its close. It WiS| these*, 

foro, iui|*oRHtblc that any progress couhi be tuude in thetrislttt 
ihcui'.vt year. Hastings was admitted to bail ; and further prat^ 
ceedings were pM*(;>oncd till the Houses should re^asaemhle. i- 

When Pariinioent luet in the following winter, the Comamg 
proct^d<Hi to i*1of't n <'umndtb:c for managing ilie impeaMimantt 
llurkn siiMvl at the Ucnil: and with him ^ associated iDostcf 
tlie leading of the Opporition. Put when the name of 

Krauois wus read u ilercc t»>ntcnUon nros.‘. 7t was said^ that 
FranrU hid Hastings wtw notoriously on \mt] terms, tliat they 
bud \huso st feuil during many ynar.s that on one oecasioa thtdr 
inurua! a\rrsion hud impelled tlivm to each other’s Uvea, and 
that it world be iinprop^T and ludeliratc rosei«iCl a private ^lemy 
io he u niiblic Kcmiscr. It was urged on the other side with great 
ror<V', particulnrly by j^lr. Windliam. that impartuditj, though the 
first duty of a judge, Imd n^ver Iwcn reckoned nmoug the qualities 
id* an advocate; that in the ordinary administration of criimntl 
justice among the the aggrieved party, the very last per« 

son who ought to be admitted into die jnry'bux, is the prosecutor $ 
that what was wauted in h munager was, not diat he should be fHc 
from biai,)hQt that he should be able, wcU informed, energetic, and 
active. 'Abe ability and inforniatinn of Fraucis were admitted; ar;l 
tlio very inliQo&ity wdtii which he was reproached, whether a 
yirtoe or ai riee, was at lesst a pledg<« for his energy and t\ctivity. 
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It leeBtt U Mliite tbete Mfstneiits. Bnt tim iaTvtonte 
Iwnit by Tmda to Huting* bad oxoHed gcaera) difgnat 
■^vi Uo«w dodded tbat Fraoda ^bouM not bo a Manager, l^tt 
vt^ vitb tbe l>nadaa with tbe minority* 

In tin mean tbnOi ibo praparariooa for the triid bad prenneded 
rapidly ( and on the Idth of February, 17S8, tin aittings of the 
Cedrt oemauaced. Hiere bare been i^nctaeles more dnzziing to 
. the more gorgeem wiih joaelkiy aud doth of gold, more at¬ 
tractive to growa-op cbildn n, than tlut wliioli waa then exhibited 
at vreatminatm; bat, pu'}> there never was a apcctacle au well 
oakdatod to atrike a highly cultivated, a reflecting, an imuginu- 
dye mind. A31 the varivti* kinda of interect which belong to 
Ite. 'xOiT tkttd to the di>«unt| to the p«'C:$eat and to tlic 

collected M one nnd in one hour. All dto and 

ftcooi^i|bl^peat9 wlticb ere devvioped hj liberty und civil* 
Jtffjj/n wore a(iiMRipltT(HL with every advantego tliiit couM bo 
both Wliille uptronoD and from contraeu ICvory dtep in 
^eeeedingil wftlied th<t i.iiod either backward, tbri^u^b many 
tkftiWed ct^tunei^ fo the dnj^ when the foimdaiton^ of our ronsti* 
*Cu)Soii vere* laid ; or for an .ly, cr IwuuJleas aeas ui»d doaertH, to 
^diyky aatioiuUviaf QDder range atais, woiv^bipping ^traT 1 ge godi, 

' lUtd wnUngetrange^arti'ioj^ right to left* Tht* High Coart 
’ IWia»6at waa to air, uecitriUng to fomu hund( d down fr(»ni 
' tbe* days of the PlaBtagell<.t^. «m au EiigU^hmau accused of oxer* 
ejemg tyrasny^over the lord vf the holy city of licuarea^ and over 
^ ladled of the princely bous' of ()adc« 

' ThO'ldace waa vrd^y of duih a triul* It was the great ^all of 
lyufu^ the lisU wkioh bad I'csounded with acclanutioiiH 
ip' fbe inau^pinttion of thirty kiugs, Utu ball prbich had witnessed 
- eentesoj^ ]^eos and tiio just absolution of Somers, tbe 

liere th^' m^OieDce c€ Straflord had for a moment awed and 
n Tiot fe w M party iid^ed wiUi jnat resonUnenk^tbe hall 
>Charlea hod oonfiranted the High Ceort of JuMioawUl^,^ 
^^Apwilge widdi. baa bnlf redeemed iia £inne* Krither.i^^ 
paa^ waaVsting. Tbe ueanuea were lioad a^ 
■ The tttftU were kept dear tf eaedryr 

end enrine, warsbalW ly|^ >iw l >ti; n i ^ p | m 
te-aima. Uc ju^ in thair vriNii 

i>i ym t|r Idtd^ titiae aimdba *bf the Cppiu' 
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golUrhu ww m udieAtt radi.M hu rarH^ 

f«ar« or the oBolation of ta ontor* Tbm 



Uouie tbeit'WM, \?«]I<ed in soleao otHkr from tbtir oMil pblMkof 
natembling to tk« (ribannl. The junior Baron ptoeeat led 6to 
waj. Georji* Loni Hcaittield, reeeotly e ano Meit fbr Ut 
meidorable daAtooe of Gibralar sgaiou tbe iie«U and sMdea j|C 
France and Spida. The loog proccitston was oloMd \y 
of Norfolk, Earl Harsbd of tbe realm, bjr tbe great 
and bjr the brothers and soitt of the Kiai^'j I«st of all li^g'ffca 
Prince of Wales, coQspKueos b/ his fine '|Mnoa and 
iu(b dThe gre^ old «iUla were bung .wMi toariet 
gallerle 
the 

tog^licr, from ell parts of a great, fre^ «lfi4c1iU:a^''toid 
Hperoiis enfpire, grace aud female lorolines^iriv and liliida^ t|b 
rcprcsentktirui of everj science end of er<erv ert 
seated round the Queen the fair*}iaired jouo.l- 'kui^tm 
liouse of Urnnswiek. Tbm^ tbe A^bdSuedora of ^reai 
Com'mottwealtlu gszed with adniiratiop on n e}'Ccta|de 1 ihi<df.liO‘ 
otlier (v. jutry in^ie world could present. There 
prime (ii her majestic bcutit*, looked with emotion oat ' ' 

passing :.!) the iinitaiions of tbe stagex* Thep tlie 
Ivorouu Kiiipire tbousht of tbe daja when Cicero p] 
of Sicily oguinst Verres, and wliei^ before a sen^ 
tained wtne sbotr of freedom, Tatatsa thuadend 
pressor of ATjicu. There were seen, mde Iqt' 
paint'r aud th<- greatest scholur of the ege.' 'The 
aliure<l L'cvtiolds from that easul whioh baa 
thouglitl'ul foreheads of so man/ wtitars and 
nweet jinllf's of s^n^y noble matrons. It kail iradL, ,.^.^ . 
suspend liis labours in that dark, and prp^yd iwWt-drftP- kshidi 
be bad cxti-acted a vast treasure erudqieE7>t iratjp^tov oftea 
hnriod in the ^irtb, too often pa^^ wiA i^edtcibRS a«^ in- 
ekgont ■05t«ntutton. bu( sUU ptpeiou^ tahaalvd^ Hi& ephslliM. 
'Theiv'appeared the voluptuous ulinnns of bur to vfuau ibe hiit^oC 
^0 liud in secret plighted hi» faith. ThV« 

tbo hsAbtCful luotfacr of n beantiful muc, Hu Saint Oeflm whose 
featurc4<, lightod up by love and Hlf rescued 

fsnaitiie ernnmon de^y. llierc won the wfiniliers of tint liril 
Ifkiur tooicty whioli quoted, oritieiaed. ai^. et<diei>gcd -rupartees, 
ur rich pdacook-heogieja of Mra, Mfintoijpia Ai^ thsre 

lb'; l^es whose lips, more porsoa^ite tba^ (hoeee# Pfai hitowlf, 
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bftd carried the WefMihMcr election agaioat palace and treasuiy; 
shone round Georgiua Dachess^f Deroiuihire. ) 

The Seoeaata laade jiroclam^iou. Hastings advaDced to the 
bar» aad bent hii knee. Hie culprit wee indeed not enwortb^ of 
that greet presence. He had ruled an eiintrare .end (e>pulous 
eouiitrj) bed made laws and treaties had sent forth,amMii bad 
set up tuki polled down princcA And in bis high pleoe he bed so 
borne biiuselft Chet all had fesreii hiin» that most had lored him, 
nnJ tlmt hatred itself eould Acny him no title to gloTy, except 
virtue. He lookiid like a grt'ai man, ud not like a bad men. A 
person small and emaciated, jet dcriviog dignity fi*uni a carriage 
which, while It tedicuted d*reronce to the eourti indicated also 
hebitnal sclt«posaession uu'- If-respect, a high and intcOIcctusl 
forebeail. a brow penf&lrc*. but not gloomj, a mouth of in(1c\ihlc 
deciaioo, a face psie and but aeretic, on wliich w'is WMiten, 
as l^iblv (i3 under tlie pirtur in the council*chanib^r at ^^ 'Irutta, 
Mmj mqnf\ in ardwis { ^\*>'\ wit* ibe 8u<T>ect with uhlrh u c groat 
Froconaol presentod Iiinmit 11 his jttdg<*i. 

Ilia <x)un»^l acoomponh' 1 aNmen all of whom wop arierwards 
miacd bj tU«fir talents an l I : roing to the highest in their 
profesaio:!, the bold and : :*'ting*fnindtd Law, aflcrwnrdt^ Chief 
Justk^ of the King^s fii irJt; the more humane fa.l eloquent 
DaUas, afterwards Chief Jnsi ire of the Coxoiuoii Pl(*a<* aodPlomer 
whn^ near twenty jeari latci. nitcce^ullj conduct^.l in the soine 
high court the defence of Lora ifelvilla, and subM ^nently became 
^ yjcefdiaaccUor and Blaster of tb^ itoUs. 

But noiUier the eulj^it nor lib advocates attracti^d so much 
eettee aathe accusers. In the uoid:.! o{ the blaze uf i<^d dmporj, 

' % ^|iac6 had l>ee]i fitted up wiUi grtf^n lienches Htjd tabb*8 for the 
G^eunons. llie moDagersi with BnrUc ut tlioir bead, appeared in 
fall dreFs. The collectois of g^>^ip did not fril to remark that 
even F<kk, generally so regardless of UU api>earauce, had paid tn 
the iilastrious tribomd the compliment of wearing a bag and swonL 
Pitt be d refused to l»c one of the (^inductors of the imfieachment; 

commanding* oopioua, and soriArouii eloquence was wanting 
to that great musit-r of yarious talents. Age and blindtioM had 
Lord Korfh for the duti(*s of a public prosecutor; and his 
friea^ were left without the help of hit excellent sense, his Uct, 
wd bis urbanity. But, in Ipite of the absence of these two ciis- 
riaCttiihcd members of tiio Ijower House, the box in which tlie 



xoAiiRgcrt stood Rontuaod an array of speakers sock aa perbiqw luiS 
not ^>peBrod together unee the great age of Athenian eloqnenoe. 
There were Fox and Sheridan, the English .Dixnoetheacs and the 
English llyporides. There was Burke, ignorant, indued, or neg- 
%mt of the art of adapting his reasoaiogs and his style to the ca. 
parity and taste of his hearers, but in nmplitnde of comprehenston 
and richnesa of imAgination superior to every orator, ancient or 
modern, lltere, with eyes rererentially Axed on Burke,, appeared 
the Anest gentleman of tho age, his .form derdoped hy every mai^ 
eterciae, bis face beaming with iotelUgenee and spirit, the rage- 
moos, the chiv»lr<as, the btgh-sooled Windham. I7or, though 
surrouiuied hr such men, did the youngest mannger pass utono* 
ticod. At un age when most of those who distinguish titemselrtfa 
in life are still contending fw prises and fellowships at college, he 
had won fur hiui-^ lf a conspicuous place in parliament Ko ad¬ 
vantage of fortune or connexion was wanting Uiat could set o9to 
the height his splendid talents and bis unblemiiihed honoor. At 
twenty-tlirue he Itml been thought wor^ to Im’ ranked with the 
veteran >tatcsincn who appear^ as the delegates of the British 
Comnioi)». at tliu btir of the British sobi^ty. All who stood at that 
bar, save hmiahmc. sregnne, culprit, advocates, accusers. Tuthe 
gouoration wbicti is now in the vigoor of Ufe, ho is the srie r^MV- 
sentativc <'f a grout age which has passed away. But timsewho, 
within the last ten years, have Hstnied with delight, tiB the niani> 
ing sun sliooc on the tapestries of the Hoom of Lords, to the lofty 
and nnlinated eloquence of Charles Earl 6r^, are able to fewm 
some estimato ef the powers of a race of mea amoogwhoia he Vos 
not the inremost. 

The charges and the answers of Hastings were Arst read. The 
ceremony occupied' two wlude days, and was rendered less tedioua 
than it would otherwise have becu by the silver roice and just 
emphasia of Cowpor, the clerk of the conrt, a near relation of the 
amiable poet. ^ 0o the third day Bhrke rose. Four sittings were 
occapied by iiis opening speech, witidi was latended to be a general 
iairodnetioa to all the cluu-gcs. Wiiii nn exAeyanM of thought 
md • QUendour of diction which nt.iro than satUiled tbS highly 
ndsed expectation of thu nddience, ho described tho character aad 
instiitotjons of the natites of India, r.oountod the draumsUmces 
im which the AsiatTc empire of Britain hod originated, end setfmih 
the'M^stkotioQ ef dm C^pany aud cf the En^h FteMeories. 



Htvinf «t(«apfAd to commoDicate to bis hoanrt tn idea of 
EiiMro^P90i^» M .titid as lliot which existed in UlowD mbd, 
be prodB*ded.to ^ administnuion of Ilasltags w sTsteiif- 

aticetij condiilted ^Sabcc of morality and puUio W. The 

«MMy and pathos‘ef the j;rpat orator ext^ted ttp4aaioo8 oi' 
unworted tdoiri^ioti from the stem and hostile Chamllor, and, 
for a moment, seemed to pierce ct«>a the rcsblate hoart of the de* 
fendant The ladies in the gallrncs, unaecuitonwd to such dis- 
pla)’S of eioqaoitee. excited by t!:e sulemnity of the. ocq^od, and 
perhaps not omadllin;; to display their tast^ and sensibility, wen.' 
in a sMs.of Qttoontr^ablc emoticu. Handkerchiefs were pulled 
out} anNlling'botUes wen^ handed round; hysterical sobs and 
ociaaau were heard: and Mrii. Sliuridan wm carried out in a fit. 
At Lnigth the orator eonclnded. Raising his voice till Uie old 
arches of Irish oak resouuded, “ Therefore,” said he, hath it with 
all confidence been ordered by the ComiDoasof Great llritsin, that 
inipcoeh Warren Hastings of high crimes and misiIcineonouTS. 
ilimpcnrh him in the name of the O^mraonif House of Pariiamenr, 
l^^huse tru>t he has betrayol. I iaipt'ach him in the name of tlio 
jKoglisZi nation, whose linrient hniMur be has suUtcd. limpfocii 
{him in the name of the people tX India, whose rights iki has trodden - 
' under foot, and whose conntrA' he )i.-ts turned into a fl-^sert Lastly, 

i in Um mime of tnunan nature itself, in the name of both /exes, in 

✓ 

/ the same of every age, in the name of every nuik, I impeach the 
* coirmon enemy and oppr«!=Mir of all! ” 

When the deep murmur -X wvioiu emotions liad subsided. 
Mr/ Fox rose to address the Lordr rr^Jipecting the course of prfi- 
c«*cding to be followed.' The wWi of the uccui'ers was that the 
Court would bring to a close the investigation of the first charge 
befoi'e. the second w-as opened. The wibli of‘Hastings and of his 
counsel was that tlte managers sliouid oi>cn :J1 the charges, and 
produce all the evidence fiir tlie prosccnlion, befure the da^ny 
began. The Lords retired -to their own Honso to cf»niudea. 1 |lie 
question, ^he Chancellor took the ride of Hostings. totH 
Loughborough, who was now in oppnoiUon, supported the da^od 
of the mnni^ers. The division showed which way tlie inclination' 
of tbh tribu^ leaned. A amyt^ityof near three to one deuidedfn 
fafi^ of tlie course for whleb Butings rrntfudnl 
>.Wben tlie Court sat agfdo. Hr. Fox, assisted by Mr. Gfnji 
v^Cieiwd the charge respqetii^ Cheyte Sing, and eere^ days won 



gpcntIn rending ptpert tutd-henring witaueu. IV sexttrtiele 
was that relating to. Um PrineeMoe of Onde. The eondfMt of titis 
port of the case WM eotroetcd to SherMuu The ctukrf^ of ibe 
pnhiie to heir him va unheunded. Hi» epwkliog aA highly 
declamatioa iMted two days; but the Hd^wM orafM to 
during the whole rime. It wm Kud tkt fifty gtrioeu 
hod been paid for t single ticket. Sheridan, when he concluded^ 
contrived, with a knowledge of stage effort which hii father m^tht * 
have envied, to sinFBdcE,’aiITexIiausted, into the anpeof Bnkf, 
who hogged him with the energy of generone admiratMo. < 

June waa now far advanred. The w'laion could not last uiaBli 
longer; and the progrcM wliich had been mode in tl)t^paoeli- 
ment was not very satisfactory. There were twen^ dpfga*. 0» 
two only of these had even the cose fw the {HooaoMton ha^ 
heard; and it was now a year since QastiogB bad bee^ ndmitteAto 

hail .... 1 

The interest teken hy the public ifl the trial was greet fAe»-<he 

Court began to sit, and rose to the bdght when Sberidan: 4 p^oa 

the rhnrgo relating to the Begum^s. From that rime tbeoaeitouent 

went down fast The speotacle'bad loat rite attractimi eg novelty. 

The great displays of rhetmic were over. What was Mind was 

not of a nature to entice men of lettera from their books is the 

mm-ning, or to tempt ladies who hod left tbe masquerade at twatn be - 

out of bed before eight There remained examinatiesp and cross- 

examinations. There remained sutements of aeeosats. Them 

remained the reading of pnpens filled with words mnntd^ble to 

English ears, with lacs and crores, senindars and aumili, suntinds 

and perwunnaba, jaghires and nunun. There readned Ucker- 

ings, not always carried on with the best taste <w with the best 

temper, between the managers of the impeachment snd tks pnwnsel 

for tbe defence, particularly between Mr. Bnikc and Mr. Law. 

There remained the endless marches and countemutclies the 

Peers between their House and tbe Hall: for as often as a point of 

law was to be discussed, their Lordships retired to disenes it apart} 

and the couaequence was, os a Peer wittily said, that the ju^ 

walked and the trial stood still.* 

It is to be added that, in the sprint; of 1788, when rite triol com- 


iT teiic.»dy Qo imii«N‘tant question, riber dgaaestic or fondgn 
policy, Mcupled the public mind. Tte proeeediqg in Weetmioster 
Hull, ^erefore, naturally attraetod nost of the attention of Bar- 
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liAiDeot ftnd of the country. It wm the one great event of that 
soaecA. Btit in tie feUoirin;r year the KijigV illness the debates 
on tfae R^em^, the expectation of a change of minietry, com* 
pletely diverted public attenti(»n from Indian affidrs; andwithiu a 
fortnight after George the 'Ihirtl had returned thanki in 8t Faults 
fbr bis recovery, the Start's<*Generai of France met at VeraaiUes. 
In the midst of the agrmtion produced by tlieao events, the Im- 
peaebmen* was for a time almost f<»rgotteD. 

. The triid in ike Hall went on languidly. Tn the session of 
1788} whao the proceodings had the interest of noveUy, and when 
'the l^eers had little other business before tliem, only thirty»fivp 
days were given to the im|)>*achinenh In 1789, the ^gciioyBil) 
occupiod the Upper Hoii>p till the session was fur advanced. 
^Vhen the King rocovcr»«l tiie circuits were beginnh)^. Tlie 
judges h t't town; the Lerd^^ waited for the return of the oracles of 
jurispraJrnce; and the e^uucf^uencc was tliai dur:nj 2 the whole 
yo4iv 0 ”^' ^oventean days verc givon to the case oriinstings. It 
was ch'xT Hint the mattev wou' 1 be protracted to a length unpre* 
C(dcQted ill the aonals of criruhial lave. 

.In truth. !t is impossible to deny that impeachniHit. though it is 
a tine ct^mnony, and though it may have been useful in the seven* 
teenth century, is not a proceetliiig fioto w hich imn h good can now 
be exiiected. Whatever ef>nK<W>>cc may be pincod m tbo decifioD 
of the Feers- on an appeal nri ing vut ordinary litigation, it is 
certain that no man has tirt Icnst eontideuce in their unpartiality. 
when a great public functiemr.r . ^barged with a great state criuiv, 
is bibugiit to tbeir bar. Tlivy all politicians. There is hardly 
one among them itbose vote on aji iiupcachment may not be con- 
iidcDtly predicted before a ivitnc«*f ha^ been exaininod; and, even 
if it were possible to rely on theii justice, they would still be quite 
nn£t to try such a cause as that of Hastings. Tliey ait only 
during half the year. They have to transa^' t much Icgiriative and 
much judicial business. The law-lords, whoso advii^ is required 
to guide the unearned majority, arc employed daily in administer¬ 
ing jusiict^ elsewhere. It is impossible, tbereforo, that during 
a busy session, the Upper H^use should give more than a few 
days to an impeaciunent T expert that their Lordi>hips wonld 
give up partridge-shooting, i order to bring the greatest delin- 
fUMit to speedy ju^lice, or to [elieve accused innocence by speedy 
aoquittali weald be uoreasoiabW indeed. A well constituted 
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tribunal) Bittin;; regular!/ bit da/i in the week, and oioe boat* 
in tho da/) would bare brought the trial of Ilaitings to a clo«6 in 
\c^f^ tiian tiircc months* The Lotis had not dnished their work in 
U4'\’eu years.* 

The result ceased to be matter of doubt, from the time when the 
liorcis n^lred that the/ would be'guided b/ the rules of eridence 
which are rcceired in the inferior courts of the realm. Those 
rule::, it is well known, eaclode much iaforinatioa whieh^ould bo 
f{ui 1 e PufRcient to determine the conduct of an/ retson&blo man, in 
the important transactions of prirate life, lliese rules, at 
every afsltea save scores of culprits whom 
i:})f»c,tators, firmly believe to be guilt/* Bnt when tliose ruka were 
rigidly applied to offences committed many jear^ before, at the 
(list:incc of many thousands of miles, conviction uns* c^oonree, out 
of thf quesUon* We do not blame the acrose«l i\ud his counsel 
for availing themselves of <*v(Ty legal advantage iu order to obtain 
UQ acquittal But it dear that an acquittal so obuinod cannot| 
bo pleaded in bar of the judgment of history. V 

&Tcnil attempts were lumle b/ (lie friends of llaftiogs to put a 
stop to tlH triaL In the/ propoi^l a vote of cenote upon 
Burke, for >h>ixi6 violent Ungunge which he had used re8pei.Hing 
the death Nuncomar and the ronneiuon between Hastings and 
Impey. il jrko uas dmi unpopular in the last degree both with 
the House and with the country. The asperity and mdoeency of 
some c.vprc^sicms wdiioh he had used during the debases on the 
Kcgency hud unno/vd even his v»armc5t frkujO^. The vote of 
ctmsure vfii' ciirri>'d; und those who had moved it hoped that the 
managers would resign in di^ust* Burke was dccpl/ hurt* But 
his seal fu> what he considered as the cause of justice and mercy 
triiimplicd i)vcr his pitrsoual feelioga He received the oensure of 
t1ir» with dignity and meekness, and declared that nu per- 

soiml mortification or liuniilintion should induce him tofiioch from 
the sacred duty which he had undert:ihcu. 

Tn the following year the rarliuincat was dias^dved i and the 
friends of Hastings entertained a hope that the new House of 
Chmmooa might not be disposed to go on with the impeadunent* 
Tliey liegnn by nmintaiuiiig tlml th<* whole proceeduig was termi* 
niitt^ by the dissolutiou* Ucfcaitd vi\ thi> ptnnt, they made a 
direct motion tlist thu impeachment should be dropped; but they > 
were defeated by the combioad forces of the Govtfnineat aod tlie 

o 



OpiH)&iuon. It resolved that, for the sake of expe* 

tliiion, many of the srUclci ^honld be witliiimfvn« In tnitli, hail 
not some sucb meaaore bi^oii utloptedi tho trial weald have 
fill the defembint was in luf grate* ^ 

At length, in the spring of 1795» the decision was pron(Hinced« 
near eight years after Hats^iingfi had been b^»ught by the SeTjenut* 
nt-urms of the Commons to the bar of the Lonl». On the last day 
of this gi vfit procedore the public eurtoiity, long suspended, svciiieil 
lu 1)' re vived. Anxiety t^ut the judgment there could be none; 
for ii hid been fi’Uy asciTfaincd tliit there wus a groat nn^iorify 
f*tr the defendant NctcHIicIcss nunj wished to sec the ])Hgeant, 
and the Hall was as much crowded ns on the fir^t daw But those 
, wlhv having been present on the fiist day, now bore a )»nrt in the 
procectlingi^ of the last, were few; and most of th(^^ few w'cre 
altered men. 

As Hustings himself suid, the armignmonl hnd tnk' u phtcc bo 
for< one gcnerationi and the judgment was pronoauced by onotiier. 
Tbe spectator could not Ic^tk at the wooisacki or at the rcil benches 
of the Peers, or at the. crn*'/Q bencbc> of the Couinions, without 
soeing something that n inijidcd him of theinstsUHlMv uf all hurnuu 
things, of the instabtihy of power nod fomu uud life, of tlje more 
lamentable instability of fnendsbi]f. Tlic grout seal bom<; 
before Lord ix)Ugbborou;.b, who, w'hen i\u*. triul (oiauicnml, wu?< 
a fien*o opponent of Mr. rilt's govenitm nr, and who was now u 
mombcT of that govenlmur 1 ^ wliilc Tburlow, who presided in the 
court when it first sat, esfr .nged from nil Jiis old alilc.'s sat sc<*wl- 
ing among the junior buron^ Of about a hundred and sixty 
nobles who walked in tbe in^cssion on the flr«t d»y, sixty hud 
been laid in their family vaulK SHU more aiTectiog must have 
been the sight of the mauagera 1 h>x* ‘\Vbat luoi become of timt 
fair fellv>w^liip, so cloacly bound tc^tber by public and private 
tics, so resplendent with every talent and nccumpUsIiintiti ? It 
had been scaltei'cd by calamities move idttcr thoji tbi^ bitterness of 
death* The great chiefs were still living, and still iv the full 
vigour of their genius. But their friendsliip was at an end. It 
been violently and publicly dissolved, with tears and stormy 
reproaches. If those men, once si> dear to each oilier, were now 
compelled to meet for the purpose of managing the impcAchtneiit, 
• they met as strangers whom public business had brought together, 
and behaved to other with cold and distant civility. Burko 
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hAfl in Ills vortex wliirkil avraj Windham. Fox had been fbl« 
Wwed by Sheridan and Grey. * 

Only twcnly-nine Pcer^ voted. Of these only six found Has¬ 
tings guilty on the charges relating to Clieyte Sing and to the 
Uc'gitDiS. On other ebarges, the innjoritj in his favour was still 
gnuiter/ On some lie was unanimously absolved. lie was then 
t*aUcd to the bar, was informed fronj the woolsack thot the Lords 
had arquittcul him, and was solemnly discharged. He bowed 
respectfully anil miirrd. 

We have said thu, the dechuon hod been fully expected. It wss 
also generally npprorod. At the commeocemeut of the trial there 
Imd been a strong and indeed unreasonable feeling i^ainst Has., 
tings. At the clciie of the trial there was a feeling equally strong* 
a;id equally unrroisonftblc in his favour. One cause of the change 
was, mi douht, whut is commonly called the ficklenoss of the mdl* 
til tide, but wimt i<eems to ns to be merely the geneml law of 
luimnn nature, rmrli in individuals and in rna&^ses violent ex* 
ritenieut U always followed t*y ^.*u)issioi), and often by reaction. 
\Vc un* all inclined t" depreciate whatever w*e ha^e overpraised, 
ami. on tie* other hand, to hIiow imduo indul^^unee where we havo 
shown U7idu*j rigour. U was thus in tlie case of Hastings, l^e 
o f his J rial .moreover, made, him an object of cooap^ion. 
It was tlioui’ht, and not without rt^HSon, that^ even if lie was guilty 
he was Still an ill-used nmii, and that pg jaa pp achinuit ^ 
vonrs flic lent punii^hment. It was also felt that, 

tiiougli, iu the oialinary eonr<c of criminal I aw, a dofcmlant is, not 
sdltAvcd to svt off hiH good aetJouA against his eriTucs, a great poll- 
licul cause ?«U4mld be trh'cl on difinrent principles, and that a man 
whr» had governed nu empire diirin? thineen )curs might liave 
done s:iinc ver} rcpruhensihlo things, and yet might be un the 
whole deserving of rewards and hcnoi:i*s rather than of iinc and 
imijrisnninent. 'I ho press, on iD^rrumcat neglected by the pro- 
Mieators, was u^ad by Hasting.** an^l his friends with great effect. 
Kvery too. that orrivtid froiQ ilbidras or Botigal, brought u 
ruddy full of his admirtw^ Kvciy gentleman from India epokc of 
the late Govemor-Oe ncra] as Laving deserved better, aod having 
boon treated MOVd^*, than any man living. The effect of this testi¬ 
mony iinanimouBly given h\ nil who knew* the East, was 

imturuUy very gix*al. Hetirvd members of the Indian services, 
civil and uiilitnry, were selth'^l in all corners of the kiogdom. 
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£ac)t of tliem wtfl, of eoum, io liii own little circle, regarded as 
• n Oracle on an In&n qnestion; and the^ were, wifb scarcelj one 
cAoeptioii, the sealoue adTocaios of Hastings. It is to be added, 
that the nnmcroai addresses to tlio late Governor-Geuerah wLicli 
hit fiiends in Bcogal obtained from the natives and transmitted to 
KngUnd, mode a eooiiidcrable imfK^cssion* To thebe Addresses we 
attach little or no importancoi That Hastings wus beloved hy the 
people whom be governed is true; but the eulogies df pundits, 
aemindai s, Mahommedan doctors, do not prove it to be true. For 
An Knglish coUectur or jtulge would have found it easy to induce 
unj native who could write to sign a panegyric on tlie most 
odious ruler that ever in Imlia. It was said that nt Benares, 
the vCiTv place at which tlw acts set tbrth in the Rrst iu*ticle of 
impeachment had been committed, the natives had erected u 
temple to Hastings; and tliis story excited a strong sensation in 
Kntrland, Burke's observations on the apotheosis were adiniraUe, 
He saw no reason for astonMunent, lie said, in tlie incident'which 
had been represented as ai Mrikiiig. lie knew something of the 
mythology of the BrahmUis. He knew that as t)if*y worshipped 
some gods from lore, so tlicy worshjppe<I others tVom fear. He 
knew that they erected shruiC'W not only to the Ivt/iguant deitit^ 
of light and plent}', but J'fo to the iii.'iid» who preside over smuil* 
]H)x and murder; nor did be nt uU depute the claim of Mr. 
Hastings to be admitted irf- a rautheon. This reply has 
always struck us as one of the that ever was made iu 

ParUament. It is a grave ni. \ Jdrciblo urgumciih <iecorated by tlio 
most brlUiuiit wit aud fancy. 

Hastings was, however, 6:ife. R*;f iu every tiling except cha¬ 
racter, he would have lieen far U xu r ofl'if, when hrst iuipi'uched, 
he had at once jjleaded guiliy, and [mid a fxtio ol iifty thousand 
poundn. Jtc w*as a ruined quid. The lecid experses of hi? de¬ 
fence had been enormous. The cx|h:uh<*s which did not appear in 
his attomoy'fi bill were {^haps larger* still. Great sums had been 
pud to* Major Scott. Great suois had been laid out in bribing 
Tiewspapei'H. rewarding pamphleteered, and circulating tracU. Burko, 
•0 early as 1790, dsclared in the ll ^use of C'ommons that twenty 
thousand pounds had been ciuployed in corrufiting the press. It 
js certain that no controveraiol wcafKin, from the gravert reasoning 
to the ooarso:it ribaldry, was left unemployed. Ix>gAO defended 
the accused Govvrtior wHb great ability in projte. For f)ic lovers 
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ot* vnrsG) the speeches of tlie managers were burlesqued in Sinp* 
kin's letters. It is, we nre afraid mdiapulable that Hastings 
stooped so low as to court the aid of that malignant and filth/ 
baboon John WilliamB, who called himself Anthony Pasquim It 
wus necessriry to subsidise such allies largely* The private boards 
of hlrs* i lustioga bad disuppeared* It is said that the 
whom they had been intrusted bad failed. Still if Hasting#* jyio 
|ii*actiBe4l strict ecemomy, he would, after all faih losses, b;aTWliad b 
moiWate competem'e *, but in the management of bis private aflUrs 
hi* imjwudcnt The dearest wish of his heart bad idways been 
\i> fcgoin Du/leslbnL At length, bi the very yenr in wbieh his 
trial commenced, tb** wi«ih was accomplished; and the dcinaiii» 
alienated more than seventy years before, returned to the descend-^ 
urd of hi* old lorda. Ilut tlie niar.or bouse was a rmn; and the 
^/nmrnU round it bud« during many years, bt'en utterly neglected 
Hastings proceedtHl tu build, to phiut, to form a sheet of water, to 
cxcuvato u gruttu ; and, before be was dUinU^ed from the bar of 
liouf^c of Lords he had I'Xj^ended more than for^ thousand 
pounds ri adumiug bin » 

Tha ^( ricra! itfeliog both of the Directors and of the proprietors 
of ihi* hast India Cornpuny was that be had gn at claims on tUem, 
that ]j!s s to ih«'m lioil bu n <*niiDunt« and that bis misfor* 

tunes hud bct'R tlio ( iTect of hi<: /A^al lor tlicir iuterust* His friends 
in Lfudoiihall Street priqaj^ed to rcimbursp him the costs of 
]jis irial, and tu settle un him an aunuiiy of fire thousand pounds 
a yoar. But the cuusout uf tlie Board of Control was necessary; 
uud at tlio beuil of t)ic Board uf Control was Mr. DinidriS, who 
had hi!ns(.lf been a fuirty to the iuiptaobnient, who bod, on that 
uceouiit, been rc%*ile<l with great biuerness by tbo adherents of 
llu8ti:!g>« and who, therefore, was U(*r iu u very complying mood, 
lie tvf iacd to conduut to what the Directors suggest^ The Di- 
Ti^eiors remonstrated. A Jong controversy followed. Hastings, 
]7i the mean time, was reduced to such distress, that he could 
Jjurdty pay hU weekly bills. At length a compromise was made. 
At\ annuity fur life of tour theusaad pounds was settled on Hastiug*(| 
atid 111 order to enable bizn tomcelpresring demands, bowas to receive 
ten years* uunuity in ad>’RUce. I'he Company was also permitted 
to lend him fifty tliousaod pounds, to be repaid by ii^talmuus 
without interest. This relict^ though given in the moet absurd 
manner, was lulficicnt to enable the retired Ooveivor to live in 
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comfort^ and ^ven in lusur)\ if he had lieen n bkilfol man(^^« 
But he wan careless and pMru>c« and was more (lian once under 
the ncccssitj of opplyinj,^ to tUv Compaiiv lor assistance, which 
was liberally given* 

He had security and afilnence, hut not tlu* [K>wer and di^itj 
which, when he landed f rom India, ho had reason to expect* He 
had then looked forward to a coronet, a red riband, a seat at tlio 
Connell Board, an olBcc at \Vliit«*haiI. Hr was then ouly fifty-- 
two, and niiqht hope for nuny years of hotlily and mental vigour* 
The case was widely dilfcri-nt when be left tlie bar of the LonlA 
He was now too old a m.'in to turn his mind to a new class uf 
studies and daties* Ik* had no cimnee of receiving any mark of 
royal favour while Mr* i*itt rcmainctl io power; and, when Mr* 
Pitt retired, H;utings approaching his M»venticiU year. 

Once, and only once, uftor hii^ iic(|uicta1, he Interfered in politics | 
and that mterTcrcnce wa« la't much to his honour* Xu li^lH he 
exerted Idmsolf strenaous^v to prevent Mr* Addvugtnn, ogainst 
whom Fox and Pitt had Cr.mbincd, from resigniug the Treasury* 
It is diiBcult to believe ihut a luun so able and cncigctic as 
Hsstingji enn have thought tvhon Uonajuirtc Wi*s at Bonlogiiu 
with a great army, the dcIVim* of our island could safely be in* 
trusted tu a ministry which did not ccotaln a siuirlc iHsrson whtnn 
flattery could describe m n gr^-at statesman. It h a}si> osrlaiii 
that, ou tlic impiirtant quc;^iIon which had ruisetl Mr. Addiagtun 
to power, nnd on whicli 1* > dificred from k'th Fox and Piit, 
Hostings, as might have be^^u agreed with Fux und Pitt, 

and was decidedly opposed to Addiijgton. Ihdigious iutnioranec 
has never kjon the vice of Iichoti service, and certainly wui 
not the Tice of Hastings. ]>iit *Mr. Adduigton had ircuted lum 
with marked favour. Fox lind b(*cn a principal manugcr of the 
jmpeaehmeijt* To was owing that th&re hnd U'cti an im-* 

pi»aclitaent; nnd Hastings, we fear, was on this uccosion guided 
by personal consideratioos, rather than by a regal'd to the public 
int< 2 rest. 

Tiie last twenty •four years of his life wci*e chiefly passed at 
Daylesfovd* He amused himself with embellishing his gronudf, 
riding fine Arab hor^a^s, fatieuiog prize-cuttlc, aud trying to rear 
Indian aniinaU and vegetables in Kngland. Hu sent fur seeds of 
a very fine custnrd•apple, from the garden of w )iat Imd once, been 
his own villa, anjong the green hedgerows of A!li|iorc. He tried 
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atBo to natoralisc in Worcc^torbluro the delicious loecbec^ almoat 
tlic oaly fruit of Iiongni which dcBfjrrei %<• bo regretted even 
timid St the plenty of C<iveiit Gtirdco. Tlio Siu^rnl emperors^ io 
the time of their grcatncnSi lied in vain Attempted to introduce 
into HindostAii the goat of the tAble^kod of Tiii1>et» who^e down 
eiip{dii.*ii the locitOH of Cashmero with the materiuk of the finen 
^hnwIs« ] Jnstings triedi with no betkr fortune, to rear n breed at 

I) i)yl(^ibrd; nor be ecem to havo soc^rC'^ded better'with the 
cattle Bootan, whose bdls are in high eHtuc:n 06 the beet fans 
for hr^isliiiig awey the niosqmtoea* 

Litcratun^ ihvidcd bis uttention with bis omisorrattnea and his 
mri]u;r<*ri :« Tie ] ad always loved bookA, and th( 7 ^ were now ne¬ 
cessary to Iihu. T]iou';li not a poet, in any high sense of tlie 
W(»rd, hfi wifU' Tut.i ::ml ^xiiisiied Unet wit!) great faciU^, and 
wa:* h nd of <•.:<% rcUict;? tliU latent Indeed, if ve must speakout 
iic si'oios to have bem more of alVissotin tiiaa to be cxpocte<l 
Ir^iUi jioiYvrs of hi- mind, and from the great part w'hich he 

had in 'Ifc. *\Ve ..iv in these Memoirs that thr 

i'\A{ \ 'Pi*r '>Iuvh Ik did in i'k* morning was lo write a copy of 
Wh'*n the fainilr and guest*^ assembled, the poem made 
ir» af'i' ar.u.cc as r<*gulurly the eggs and rolls; and Mr. Glcig 
V wfi lo h•di 1 *^c t)iSt« if from any accident liinstings enroe to 
tile f r \M;rasi-tablo uithuut one of his cliarrtjiug pcrfonrumces in 
his ii.v un the oiiUAsinii wa^ felt by nil as a grievous disappoint¬ 
ment. Tustts ditllT widely* For oorselvei*, wc must any tbaU 
liovfvcv jooA tlm breoKraMs at l>:iylcafnrd ma; have been.—and 
w'o t; I' a >.^iired that tlie tea was of the most aromatic flavour, and 
that lu ithor tongue nor venison-pa^siy was wanting, —we should 
hav<* tho'.ght tilt* rockuniiig high if wc iiad beoi forced to earn 
taii* n pa-t liy lisleiiiim every day to o new madrigal or sonnet 
cu:ti]m>vd by our ho£L Wc are glad, however, tliut Mr. Gleig has 
piescrvcd tliis little fcatai*o of chanuier, though we think it by 
no means a beauty* It is gocxl to be <^fteu reminded of tlic inGo;i- 
sisteiK*)' of Immsm nAturf^, aiul to h nni to look without wonJtrr or 
ui.vgast on the weakucsscA wddeh rav found in the strongest minds. 

J) io<iysiuB in old times, Frederic in the lust century, with eapuiuty 
and \ igour 04101 ! to tlio conduct of the greatest afloirs, unitod all 
the little vanities and aflectatiofis of provioeud Uue-elockings. 
'i'hcsc great ezampivs may cansolc the admirers of Hastings for 
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the afflietioft tX feeiteg him reduced to the level of the Ilsylej-a and 
Sewards. 

When Htitiatf had pae»od muj years in relirementt and had 
long tl|f lonmon age of meOt he aj;aiu l^ocame for a short 

time an general attenticm. In 1813 the charter of the 

East India Gou^j vas renewed; and much didcnssion about 
Indian affium te^ place in Farliament. It was determined to 
examine* witnmfes at the bar of the Commons ; and Hastings was 
ordered to attend. He had appeared at that !>ar once before. It 
was when he rend hU answer to tlie charges tvhicli B)irke hwi laid 
oil the table. Sinoe that time twenty-seven years had eln|i8cd; 
piibiic feeling bad nndergunc a complete change \ the nalioi) hud 
now forgotten his faults, and remembered only his siT^iccH. The 
I'capi^nrance, too, of a man who had been among the mo^t dis¬ 
tinguished of a generation fhac had passed an^ay, who now l>e- 
longed to history, and who >u*!ncd to have risen frr^m the dead, 
could noi but prince a solemn nnd pathetic effect IV. Coinmoiis 
recciT<*d him with acclamation^, onlercd a chair to be set tvr I dm, 
lurd, when lie retired, rose and Miieovcrcd. There \yvrt\ iiuhsu], a 
few who did nut igrmputlnze with the general feeling. (>no or two 
of the luanagers of the impcuchmcnt were present. Thfy suto in 
the same scats which tliey had «cupied when th<'V had 
thanked fur the servict^s vhirh they hail reoden^d w UVstmin^tf*r 
Hall: fur, by the courtesy oi \ho lluuse, a member who lut^ been 
thanked in his place is coiiMd/rtHl as having a right always fu 
occupy that place. These men were not di8iN>sed to oduiit 
that they liad employed seTci*:;] of Uie best years of timir iitee in 
perfccuting an innocent man. 'i'hty occortltngly kept tPeir seats, 
and pulled their hats over tbeir brows: but tlie exceptions only 
made the pti vailing enthusiasm more remarkable. * Tlie Lords rc- 
cci^'tHi the old mau with similar tokens of res[>ect. Tim University 
of Oxford conferred on Lira the degree of Doctor of Laws; an 
in the Sheldonian Theatre, the undergraduates welcomed him 
with tumultuous cheering. 

Th<so Diarkh of jiublic esteem were soon followed by marks of 
royal favour. UasUngs was sworn of the Privy Counc^ and was 
ailmitt*;d to a long private audience of tite Prince Regent, w ho 
treated him very graciously. When the Emperor of Russia and 
tlte King of Prussia visited England, llsstings appeared in their 
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train both at Osftxd $Hd m dM Gvililhan of 
though aDiTOttDded hj % er<nrd of priaoao and gnat wtnion, 
WAS evarj where reoeived widi naiiv of n^)o e t and aidaiini- 
tioo. He was preaented bj the ^Mnce Begent bodi to ^Uenoder 
and to Frederic WiUiant and his BotsI Higb&eaa went so far 
as to declare in public that bonoura far higher thaa a nat in the 
rrir7 Council were due, and would aoon be paH to the who 
had saved the Britieh dcniaiona in Asia. Haatfaiiga new «(mr 
fldcBtlj expected a peerage} but from aoine nnexplaMd flMa% 
be was sgiun disappoinesd. 

Ho lived about four yeara longer, in the eiyojnMl of good 
spirits, of iacaltiea not impaired to anj panful or tlvgnding extent, 
and of health auoh aa ia rarely eoje^ed by th«>se who mail 
an age. At length, on the twenty eeoopd vi Au;;tit^ 1818, ia the 
eighty>«ixth year of hia age, he aaet dsatt tritli the same ban^Wl 
and decorous fortitude which he had opposed to all the trials of hia 
various and eveatfnl life. 

With aH hia faults, —and tl^ warn nrithw few aor —— 
only cue cemetery was worthy to cootrin hia remaina. In that 
temple of bilence and reoondliatioa whm the enmities of twenty 
generations lie buried, in the Creat Abbey wbicb hos during many 
ages adurded a quiet reeting'plaee to tboee whose minda and bofiea 
have beep shattered by the cootentiona of the Gmt HaU, the dust 
of tbs illustrious ac-cused ahouid have mingled with the dost 
of the. iUusrrious accusers. This was not to b& Tettim^aaeof 
interment was not ill chosen. Bi^hind the ehancel of the parish 
church of Daylesford, iu cartb which already held the bocma of 
many chiefs of the house of Hastings, was bM tiie oidBn of Ae 
greatest man who has ever iKMne that ancient and wid^ extended 
nniow. Ou that very spot probably, fourscore yean before^ the 
little Warren, meanly dad and scantily fed, had played with tiie 
children of ploughmen. Even then bis young xniud had revolved 
plans which mi^^t be called ronumtic. Yt^ however remaotie, 
it is not likdy that they bad been so strauf^ as the truth. Net 
only had iho poor oiplian retrieved the faUen fbrtones of his line. 
Not only hod he reporcfaaaed the old lauds, said rebuilt the dd 
dwelling. He lutd preserved and extended aa emptna. Se had 
founded a polity. He had adimniatcred government and wir wtt 
more than the capaoity of Biobelicu. He had pabtnisd leanfag 
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with the Kbenlity of Como. He had Itoen attacked 

bj tho moat fitfoudaUe oomhintrtoa of oncmiee that erer aonght 
the deatroetioo of h tiagla Tictita | and over that eombinatLon, aftt5r 
A atraggWof tea 7 Wi% he had triompfacd. Ue had at length gone 
dom to fail gcave ia the folncai of age, in peaci.', afies ao man j 
trouhleat In hoaoar, after eo mnch obloquy. 

Thoae who lode on hie character withoat &Tour or maleTolcnce 
will prononaee that, in the two great elemenu of all aoclal Tirtuc, 
in re^wet for the righte of othera, and in ^in()athj for the auffci-- 
jnga oS othera. he ama dedi-icnt. Hia prindplea were aoraewiMt 
lax. Hia heart waa eom^hat hard But though we cannot with 
truth deecribe him dtheraa a righteone or aa a merciful ruler, we 
cannot regard withoat admiration tlic amplitude and fertility of 
hia intellect, hia rare taienta for command, ftr adminietration, and 
for oootzorera;, hit dauntUisa courage, hia honourable povt^j, bi-> 
fervent seal for the Intereata of the etate^ hie noble vqiianlmit/^ 
tned bjr both extremee of fortune^ and never diiturbed by either. 
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